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Over the past decade, industrial archaeology (IA) has emerged as a
theoretically driven subfield. Research has begun to meaningfuily
engage with such weighty issues as globalisation; post/modemity;
power, innovation and invention; slavery and captivity; class, ethnic,
and gender identities; social relations of technology and labour; and
the spread and diversification of westesn capitalism. Through a series
of international presentations, this session seeks to both highlight
the current "state of play” in IA, as well as explore future theoretical
and methodological directions. As we expand from basic technotogi-
cal studies to draw from the fields of Jabour history, economics, soci-
olegy, and anthropology, how is IA shaped by our common focus on
the material world? How can we integrate our concems with both the
natural and social sciences? How do we manage and represent indus-
trial sites as particular types of cultural landscapes? How can we find
new social meanings in our recent industrial past?

Part I: Re-thinking Industrial Archaeclogy.

10:00am  Social Workers”: New Directions in Industrial Archae-
ology. Eleanor Conlin Casella

10:20am  Experiencing Industry: Beyond Machines and the History
of Technology. Yames Symonds

10:40am  Positioning People in the Industrial Past. Marilyn Palmer

11:00am  Publishing and Friority in Industrial Archaeology. David
Gwyn

11:20am  Jnadustiial, Later Znd Millenium, or Production Archae-
ologies? David Cranstone

11:40am  Coifee
Part Il: The Conservation of Industrial Monuments and Landscapes

12:00pin  From Valves to Values — why industrial archaeology is
responsible for Conservation Flanning in the UK Kate
Clark

12:20pm  More Trouble at tMill? Struggling with ‘industrial ar
chaeology’ in fronbridge, Bristol and the Caribbean. Dan
Hicks

V2:40pm  [ndystrial Archaeology in Scotland! Strategies of Freser-
vation or ignorance? Kylie Seretis and John Atkinson

V:00pm  Gas and Crain: Networked landscapes. Managing and
representing industrial sites as particular types of culturs/
landscape. David Worth

120pm  lunch:
Part 1l Archaeologies of the Factory and Mine

230pm  The Distribution of 18th century textile mills in Cheshire
and Creater Manchester ~ a case of social archagology?
Mike Nevell

2:50pm  Technological innovation in the early nineteenth-century
Irish cotton industiy: Overton cotton mills, County Cork

Thomas Cheek Hewes and the origins of the suspension
waterwlieel Colin Rynne

3:10pm  Archaeology as Folitical Action: Digging Up the Colo-
rade Coal Field War. Randall H. McGuire

330pm  Mines, what mines? Evidence of a smail scale mining
enterprise and attitudes to it over the centuries. Nigel
Dibben

3.50pm  Coffee

Part IV Culture, Consumption, Identity

4:10pm  Cultural ldentity and the Consumption of Industry.
Stephen A. Mrozowski

430pm  las Vegas Africana. Martin Hall

4:50pm  The Further Reaches of an Industrial Domain; Thomas
Edison’s Botanic Garden in Fort Myers, Florida. Anne
Yentsch

5:10pm  Issues for the Industrial Historic Environment in Eng-
land's North West. Malcolm Cooper

5:30-6:00pm Discussion

PART I: RETHINKING INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY.

“Social Workers"; New Directions in Industrial Archaeology.
Eleanor Conlin Caselfa (University of Manchester)

Since the 1990s, Industrial Archaeology has developed new encoun-
ters with social theory. As our scholarship has begun to expand be-
yond the formative site-specific studies, we are increasingly
confronted with the task of undeistanding sophisticated networks
and multiscalar relations of production, exchange and consumption.
Descriptive accounts of local resource processing now provide a solid
material framework for wider archaeological interpretations of diversi-
fications in western capitalism, hierarchical and exploitative organisa-
tions of labour, and differing expressions of power within systems of
industrial production. Theories of social identity have helped further
iluminate material patterns of gender, ethnic, class, age, and refi-
gious difference within the Industrial Era. How can our explicitly ma-
terial focus of research contribute to broader sociological studies of

-labour, production, reproduction and consumption? This introductory

paper will highlight the invigorating theoretical possibilities offered
through the papers of this symposium. In addition, a case study fo-
cused on recent archaeological work at Alderley Edge, Cheshire will
emphasize the significance of focal community involvement for draw-
ing links between macroscale socio-economic transformations and the
everyday politics of domestic and workplace life.

Experiencing Industry: Beyond Machines and the History of
Technology
Jfames Symonds (ARCLIS, University of Sheffeld)

In the most recent oveiview of industrial archaeology in the UK Sir
Neil Cossons cautioned that industrial archaeology risks becoming a
“one generation subject” that stands on the edge of oblivion along-
side the mid-twentieth century passion for folklife studies. Should we
accept this fate gracefully and hang up our anoraks? Or can we move
beyond sterile histories of technology? Is it possible to generate new
perspectives that challenge received historical narratives and fore-
ground the human experience of industry? This paper offers case
studies from recent archaeological work in Sheffield and beyond. |
argue that we must re-invigorate the study of industrial societies and

that in our efforts to find meaning in the industrial past archaeclo-
gists have an important pait to play in informing contemporary cul-
tural debates on the nature of work, race, ethnicity and gender,

Positioning People in the Industrial Past
Marilyn Palmer (University of Leicester}

The paper will argue that the study of industrial archaeology must
move beyond its traditional techno-centred paradigm in order to con-
sider the social dynamic of the material remains. Industrial sites need
to be considered within a framework of inference which seeks to es-
tablish social as well as economic and technological meanings. The
process of industrialisation brought about not just redefinitions of
class but attempts to define and reinforce status on the part of both
employer and employee. The former often disguised social control
and surveillance under the umbrella of paternalism, while the work-
force met strategies of domination with strategies of resistance, not
just in riots and strikes but in the more subtle ways by which they
tried to order their material existence. The paper will also consider
whether new industrial processes reinforced or re-ordered existing
gender roles, again using the evidence of surviving physical remains.
It will conclude by considering how the study of industrial archae-
ology can contribute to our understanding of labour issues in con-
temporary industry.

Publishing and Priority in Industrial Archaeology.
David Gwyn (Govannon Consultancy)

Industrial Archaeclogy has developed as a discipline since the 1960s,
but, at least as practiced in Britain, has tended to remain insular in
focus and narrowly technocentric. More recently, a debate has begun
both in Britain and the USA as to its nature and direction, Recently-
published papers have discussed whether 1A is properly a thematic or
a period-specific discipline, but so far the broader theoreticat debate,
as it seeks to find new social meaning in 1A, has barely entered the
published domain.

This paper considers the ways in which the debate may be
opened out and taken forward through publication and other fora, it
argues that this debate is essential if |A is to engage with other areas
of archaeclogy and ather academic disciplines.

Industrial, Later 2™ Millenium, or Production Archaeologies?
David Cranstone (Cranstone Consultants)

1A remains confused about its identity. At a popular level, it has a
clear g facto identity, crossing the disciplinary boundaries of archae-
ology and indeed the boundaries between the atademic, practical
conseyvation, and leisure realms, and has a valid identity as ‘what
industrial archaeologists do'.

At an academic level, however, IA has not fully developed as ei-
ther a period or a topic specialisation, In a period sense, the separa-
tion from Post-Medieval archaeology has in practice worked as an
unhelpful separation of production from consumption, and 1A may be
better subsumed within a broader study of later 2™ millenium ar-
thaeology (under whatever title). This itseif forms part of the broader
developing sub-discipline of Historical Archaeology.

IA in its topic sense can be defined as the archaeology of pro-
duction’, As we move beyond data-gathering, iA should develop real
insight into the processes of invention, innovation and development
~ the rofe of archaeology and archaeological science in putting in the
bottom-up role of the craftsperson and worker, in dialogue with the
emphasis of the historical record on the inventor and industrialist.

Technology is created by society and by individuals, but also re-
creates them. This is true, but we need to move beyond merely im-
poiting the ideas of Giddens and others into archaeology - if archae-
ology is to contribute anything genuinely original to the intellectual
world, that must by definition come upwards from within the disc-
pline, and a good starting point is our ability to identify what people

actually did on the ground, in dialogue with the historian's ahiiity to
identify what people {often not the same people) said and thought,

PART H: THE CONSERVATION OF INDUSTRIAL MONUMENTS
AND LANDSCAPES

From Valves to Values - why industrial archaeology is
responsible for Conservation Planning in the UK
Kate Clark (Fnglish Heritage)

A decade ago, Judith Alfrey and | conducted the Nuffield Survey of
the Ironbridge Gorge. At first [ thought that the work would involve
ticking boxes - using the documents to identify known sites and then
‘ticking' them off when they were identified in the field. After doing
the fieldwork, | was overwhelmed by a huge amount of data that
didn't seem to tell me much more than | could read in the standard
histories. By the time the books were written, I'd begun to appreciate
that industrial archaeology was a very different field of inquiry to
economic history, with a different range of questions and a different
theoretical basis. It taught me to look at landscapes through time
and in space; to recognise the complexity of the relationship between
documents and archaeology, and te understand the limits and
strengths of physical evidence in historical inquiry, as well as provid-
ing insights inte the nature of innovation, to adaptive re-use and the
very hasis of industrialisation.

By the end of the project | was frustrated, Despite the huge
amount of work we had done, decisions were being made about that
landscape which ignored the information we had gathered, and as a
result, a special place was being damaged. | had failed to make a
connection between what we were doing, and those who were mak-
ing critical decisions.

Since the Nuffield project ended, | have been working in the field
of heritage management. The Nuffield work became the basis for the
idea of Value-led Planning, {or Conservation Planning) - an approach
to managing sites which uses an understanding of the place as the
basis for making decisions. Using the work of Jim Kerr and the ideas
in the Buira Charter, | developed an approach to site management
which is now in use in Britain and abroad. The critical element is the
idea of ‘value’ as a basis for decision-making, which in turn comes
from a holistic understanding of a place. The aim was to create a
framework where the understanding which comes from industrial ar-
chaeology could not be ignored.

Industrial archaeology is a powerful tool, which has the potential
to become the basis of much of our thinking on sustaining the envi-
ronment as a whole. Conservation is impossible unless we understand
what is there, what matters and why, and must of what is there today
is the product of the past 200 years. It is impossible to make in-
formed decisions about any landscape or urban area in Britain today,
without understanding its industrial archaeclogy.

More Trouble at t'Mill? Struggling with ‘industrial archaeology'
in Ironbridge, Bristol and the Caribbean
Dan Hicks (University of Bristol)

Kate Clark's seminal paper on industrial archaeology in the 1980s
demonstrated the importance of the adoption of landstape-based
approaches by industrial archaeologists: widening out perspectives
across ‘landscapes of industry’ such as the Ironbridge Gorge. Fifteen
years on, while historical archaeology has changed radically, much
industrial archaeology {and much landscape archaeology) remains
dry, processual and isolated,

Inspired by Clark's study, this paper will return to lronbridge, and
will detail recent fieldwork in 18th century landscapes in Bristol and
in eastern Caribbean sugar mills. In these contexts, attempts to prac-
tice ‘industrial archaeology' are fraught with problems of defining
what is ‘industrial' and what is not. The paper will consider whether
'industrial archaeology’, like garden archaeology or clay pipe studies,
should finally end its isolation from a breader historical archaeology.




Industrial Archaeology in Scotland! Strategies of Preservation
ot Ignorance?

Kilie Seretis (University of Glasgow) and John Atkinson {GUARD,
University of Glasgow)

Through a review of Scotland’s industrial archaeological sites, this
paper outlines the current state of Scottish industiial archaeology.
The aim of this paper is to address the diversity of Scottish industrial
sites and their related social, theoretical and methodological issues,
through a comparison of the types of Scottish industrial sites. In
1996 Bell's Pottery was the first industrial archaeological site to be
protected as a Scheduled *Ancient’ Monument where no extant re-
mains survived. Is this the way forward for the preservation of indus-
trial archaeological sites in Scotland, or should we be aiming to
protect the surviving remains first by the use of policy statements on
the subject. This paper will highlight the on going views of industrial
archaeology in Scotland, including our current state of knowledge.

Gas and Grain: Networked landscapes. Managing and
representing industrial sites as particular types of cultural
landscape.

David Worth (University of Cape Town)

Can the infrastructure required for the distribution of commodities be
considered as a cultural landscape? This paper uses South African
case studies to examine two very contrasting distribution networks,
and argues that they do indeed form a particular type of cultural
landscape.

At a local scale, the first case study examines the material evi-
dence left by the Cape of Good Hope Gas Light and Coke Company,
a privately owned enterprise whose late nineteenth century gas works
was closed, and quickly demolished, in the 1990s. In this instance,
the “landscape” principally comprises the sites of two gas works, and
the network of supply pipes that linked them to each other and to
their customers, both domestic and industrial.

The second case study is very different, and comprises a state
funded, nationwide system of grain elevators, established in the
1920s for the express purpose of increasing the country’s maize ex-
ports. Built for the South African Railways and Harbours Board, only
one of the thirty-three elevators has failed to survive, Some of the
sites have been heavily modified, and adapted as part of more mod-
em, and considerably larger, grain handling facilities, while others
have fallen into dereliction.

In both examples, the spatial organization of the networks is
considered in terms of what might now be called "points of presence”
(the gas works and the elevators) and the inter-connecting networks
{the pipes and the railways). The paper concludes by examining some
of the issues around their conservation and management, within the
contexts of sustainability and development.

PART 11t ARCHAEOLOGIES OF THE FACTORY AND MINE

‘The Distribution of 18" century textile mills in Cheshire and
Greater Manchester - a case of social archaeology?'
Mike Nevell (UMALL University of Manchester)

Research in the North West during the last 20 years has focussed
upon the identification of water and steam powered textile mill sites.
The data thus gathered has produced over 2000 textile sites in
Cheshire and Greater Manchester spanning the 1730s to the 1960s.
In most cases the original functions of the mills are known, along
with their original power source, and documentary research has re-
vealed the names of the builders and first occupiers of over 50% of
these sites. it is now possible to review this data, and ib particular the
evidence for the first 18" century textile mills, which has a wider, but
nevertheless uneven distribution pattern that an further analysis ap-
pears to be related to 18™ century social constraints rather than
technological problems.

1864 textile mill sites are known from the Greater Manchester and
eastern Cheshire area. Of these, archaeological, documentary and
rmap evidence suggests that at least 207 mills in Greater Manchester
and 33 in Cheshire were constructed before 1800, and a further 29
18™ century textile sites are known from north-western Derbyshire.
These were not evenly distributed across the landscape, and althaugh
there were textile mills in places as far apart as Nantwich and St Hel-
ens the greatest concentration lay in an arc around Manchester that
ran from Horwich in the north west to Congleton in the south-east,
Even in this area the mills were not evenly distributed; there were
notable concentrations along the major river valleys and minor tribu-
taries of the region and concentrations in three towns; Macclesfield,
Stockport and Manchester. Furthermore, in terms of height above sea
level distribution these mills ranged from ¢ 20m AQD at Wilderspool
to over 300m AOD in Saddleworth.

What can this distribution of textile mills in Cheshire and Greater
Manchester tell us about the way industrialisation developed in the
North West during the 18™ century? Ostensibly it reflects the avail-
able water supply or the availability of fast flowing streams. But it
will be argued that even the fowland rivers were capable of support-
ing even the largest water powered textite mill of the period, the
Arkwright Mill. The resulting textile mill distribution is thus the prod-
uct of social constraints and not just technological problems.

What might these social constraints be? Two likely courses have
emerged over the last 20 years of research, Firstly, the legal restric-
tions on the availability of water supply and secondly, the presence of
large landed estates and their impact on the way in which the land-
scape was utilised during the 18" century.

Technological innovation in the early nineteenth-century Irish
cotton industry: Overton cotton mills, County Cork, Thomas
Cheek Hewes and the origins of the suspension waterwheel,
Colin Rynne (University College Cork, frefand)

Severely disadvantaged in terms of coal resources, relative to their
English competitors, the development and extension of water-
powered prime movers became a technological imperative for Irish
industrialists throughout the nineteenth century. Such resource con-
straints were, indeed, keenly felt by Ireland's textile industries. In
1870 waterpower accounted for almost one fourth of Irefand's re-
corded industrial horsepower (the corresponding British figure was
one twentieth), of which the Irish textile industry was responsible for
Just over 83% of the total percentage of lrish total waterpower. Wa-
ter power in Ireland, therefore, was exploited whenever and wherever
possible, yet it was not simply a matter of opportunity matching
choice. Irish industrialists and millwrights aggressively sought ot
new forms of water-powered prime movers both in England and on
the continent.

Recent research in Ireland has shown that the desire of the Irish
cotton industry to compete with its English counterpart led, in at
least one instance, to a startling example of technology transfer from
the Manchester cotton industry to the environs of a small lrish town.
This paper, which uses newly discovered documentary and archaeo-
logical evidence, is a case study in the social relations of technology
between an early nineteenth-century Irish cotton mill owner, George
Allman of Overton, county Cork, and the technological mainstream of
the Manchester cotton industry, which culminated in the construction
of the world's first suspension water wheel, in an Irish cotton mill, in
1802. It will also be argued that this development was part of a
wider agenda in lrish textile industries as a whole, during the first
half of the nineteenth, in which the same technological imperatives
were adopted by linen industry in Irefand, and led to the introduction
of modem reaction turbines into Ireland, in the early 1850, before
thefr adoption in England.

Archaeology as Political Action: Digging Up the Colorado Coal
Field War.
Randal] H. McGuire (Binghamton University, USA)

On Apiil 20, 1914 Colorado National Guard troops opened fire on a tent
colony of 1,200 striking coal miners at Ludlow, Colorado, killing eighteen
strikers, including two women, and eleven children. The Ludlow Massacre
fs the best known episode of the 1913-1914 Colorado Coal Field Strike,
We have initiated a long term archaeological project studying the 1913-
1914 strike. The project is excavating at the site of the massacre and in
the company towrs that the miners lived in before and after the strike. We
seek to understand the day to day lives of the miners, and of their families,
These people chose to strike because of the deprivation of their everyday
lived experience, and the striike was ultimately broken by the increased
deprivation of the strike. The project is also a form of political action. By
excavating at Ludlow we make the events of 1914 news once again, and
we initiate a dialogue involving our students, the United Mine Workers,
and the generaf public about class, and unionism in the United States. In
doing so we transcend the traditional Middle Class audience for archae-
ology and seek to create an archaeology about and for the Working Class.

Mines, what mines? Evidence of a small scale mining enterprise
and attitudes to it over the centuries.
Nigel Dibben (Derbyshire Caving Club)

The copper minerals at Alderley Edge are known to have been mined
since the Bronze Age {carbon dating c. 3800 bp). Copper or lead was
worked during the Roman era (probably 1** Century AD) and sporadi-
cally from around 1693 until 1919. Despite this long history, mining
has always been on a small scale. The evidence left has quickly dis-
appeared and, if it were not for recent field work, even more would
probably have been lost. Nevertheless, the argument for fetter pro-
tection is growing and, recently, scheduling of part of the site as an
Ancient Monument has led to changes in methods employed by
those working in the area. This presentation will briefly describe the
surface and underground evidence remaining and show what may
still be ohserved, despite the ravages of time. The small scaie of the
operation will be discussed and views will be expressed on how this
influenced the perception of the mines in the latter part of the 20%
and early 21% centuries. The presentation will also demonstrate and
explain how the attitudes and techniques of the resident mine explo-
ration group (the Derbyshire Caving Club) have changed over the last
thirty years leading up to and including the Alderley Edge Landscape
Project run jointly by the Manchester Museum and National Trust
between 1996 and 1998. A further aspect of the changing attitude
to the investigation of the site is the number of range of stakeholders
involved and the way their views of and interaction with the site have
developed. Parallels could be drawn with industrial archaeology on
other mining related sites around the country.

PART IV CULTURE, CONSUMPFTION, IDENTITY

Cultural Identity and the Consumption of Industry
Stephen A. Mrozowski (University of Massachusetts, Boston, LISA)

This paper explores the construction of cultural identity during the
age of industry. Drawing on case studies from Lowell, Massachusetts
this paper examines the growth of working class and middle class
cultural consciousness during the nineteenth century. Its primary fo-
cus is the manner in which material culture served to reify and com-
municate class distinctions. Material culture and fandscape evidence
recovered from worker's housing reveals they both resisted and em-
braced different aspects of middle class consciousness in forging their
own identity, Evidence collected from the excavation of management
housing points to behaviors that ran counter to a public ideclogy of
abstinence and piety that pervaded literature of the period. That
same evidence suggests a biurring of differences between working
class and middle class households that calls into question notions of
individualism and democracy that have reemerged as the gap be-

tween rich and poor has grown in the United States during the [ate
twentieth century. By examining some of the theoretical implications
of the burgeoning consumption of industrial products during the
nineteenth century | hope to offer fresh insights into the reasons un-
derlying this process and the forces that governed its trajectory.

Las Vegas Africana
Martin Hall (University of Cape Town)

The gaming industry is among the most prolific producers of material
culture, and Las Vegas is the paragon of this experiential economy.
Success depends on drawing in customers from a widening socio-
economic pool through ever-fresh attractions that rival their prede-
cessors and competitors in audacity and scale: Treasure Island, the
Fountains of Bellagio, the Tomb of Tutankhamen at the Luxor, the
Guggenheim at the Venicia.

Over the past few years, this casino culture has been exported to
Africa. Intemational consortia have used European and North Ameri-
can capital to build a series of extravagant gaming resorts close to
South Africa's major cities. Some, such as Caesars Gauteng, follow the
classic formula of opulence and extravaganza. Others are more inven-
tive. Johannesburg's Montecasino is a full-scale reproduction of a
Tuscan village while Cape Town's CasinoWest is local ethnic, with a
historic Cape Malay theme. One is studiedly bush -~ Emerald Casino,
in partnership with a consortium of London clubs, offers game safaris
by day and slots, blackjack and roulette while the African sun rises,

The industrial archaeology of South Africa’s new-style gaming in-
dustry is instructive for a number of reasons. Firstly, casinos have
been built as a result of specific policy decisions by the Department
of Trade and Industry, replacing the discredited homeland fleshpots
of the apartheid days. As a result of government controls, they all
follow a set formula, setting up ready-made comparisons. Secondly,
they come at a time of social reconstruction, when the eartier tight
association between race and class is breaking down and an affluent,
consumer-focused black middle class is emerging in and around the
cities. Consequently, the experiential economy is a zone in which new
identities are forming, and being formed, with new associations and
new exclusions, Because the brashness, scale and materiality of resort
development leaves little room for subtlety, the ligaments of these
new material culture forms can perhaps be seen more clearly, serving
as a mirror which reflects back the current dynamics of society.

The Further Reaches of an Industrial Domain: Thomas Edison's
Botanic Garden in Fort Myers, Florida.
Anne Yentsch (Armstrong Atlantic State University, LISA}

Landscapes are complex entities. Their multivalence appears most
clearly by blending data from a range of sources. Here information is
drawn from photographs, letters, diaries, newspapers, plant explora-
tion, agricultural treatises, landscape surveys, tree measurements,
manufacturing requirements. nsight into cultural values, especially
Victorian concepts of man and nature, is crucial. Men who left the
countryside to turn technological innovation into new products to-
gether with the tools and materials they used provide the focus. The
centerpiece of the paper is an American genius, Thomas Edison, and
his work on rubber-producing plants.

From an early age onward Edison found plant materials and their
uses fascinating. However, it was after World War | when his botani-
cal experiments created a new landscape at his Florida home. Re-
cently, photographs were used to recreate in mind and on paper the
testing garden that Edison’s research produced, In these pictures one
can see a carefully manipulated if not ruthlessly controfled landscape
that is, simultaneously, almost out of control. lts appearance reflects
the outlook of three powerful twentieth-century American industrial-
ists: Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and Harvey Firestone, It shows both
their foresight and their fear.

Photographs document how the three men and their workers im-
posed human will on subtropical ground. The same photographs also




reveal a willful disregard of the domination they desired. The dichat-
omy between highly structured land use, subversive paths, and way-
ward plants was not why men took these photographs. Instead, the
photographs are inadvertent evidence of innovative ingenuity. A criti-
cal question is whether the complexity of the scientifically motivated
landscape would be visible in the archaeological record if studied
solely in terms of what could be found in the ground.

Issues for the Industrial Historic Environment in England's
North West.
Maicolm Cooper (English Heritage)

The UK Government's submission of tentative world heritage sites to
UNESCO in 1999 was slanted heavily towards elements of the indus-
trial historic environment. Included within the list were Manches-
ter/Salford and Liverpool's waterfront. Both of these reflect the
importance of the north west region in the country's industrial devel-
opment. This recognition of the region’s importance might have been
expected to be welcomed, but this is not the case, Whilst Liverpool
has moved forward rapidly, progress in Manchester has been slower
due to concems over its effect on development.

The wider context is worrying. A study undertaken by the North
West Development Agency has identified that the industrial past may
be having an adverse impact on inward investment. Draft regional
planning guidance prepared by the North West Regional Assembly
also identifies some 75,000 terraced houses for clearance — many of
these relate to the north west's industrial past. Indeed English Heri-
tage, in partnership with the local community, has recently opposed
demolition of 400 historic terraced houses at a difficult public in-
quiry.

This paper will draw on work currently being undertaken in Liver-
pool, Manchester and Neison in Lancashire to explore the competing
value systems being applied to industrial heritage in the region. It
will explore how images of the industrial past have been used in rhe-
torical constructions to justify either preservation or its loss. The pa-
per concludes by identifying future challenges and some methods for
overcoming them.

Curating the past': the production of narratives
of identity and place in Britain and Ireland
Sidn Jones & Angela McClanahan (University of Manchester)

The relationship between archaeological heritage and discourses of
authenticity, fdentity and place has become an important field of re-
search over the last two decades. Historiographical studies have pro-
vided new insights into the relationship between archaeology and
national identity in particular countries. Theoretical debates have
raged about the responsibilities of archaeologists, and the extent to
which archaeological interpretation can be extracted from contempo-
rary interests and identities, However, our understanding of how spe-
cific archaeological remains are involved in constructing multiple
identities and interests /7 practice, and how archaeological enquiry
and heritage management are involved, is often superficial and/or
based on generalizations. Meanwhile, much heritage managerment
literature often continues to present the relationship between na-
tional identity and heritage as self-evident and unproblematic, de-
spite frequent instances of dispute and contestation.

This session aims to explore how specific archaeological remains
are involved in constructing multiple identities and interests, not just
national, but regional, local, ethnic and class identities. How are na-
tional identities produced and consumed in practice through en-
gagement with archaeological sites and monuments? To what extent
are the facades of national unanimity, so often presented by the heri-
tage industry, contested, recast and reformulated? How are archaeo-
logical practices, heritage management policies, and tourist

organizations involved in mediating the kinds of nanatives of identity
and pface that are produced in relation to material remains? Through
specific case studies from Britain and Ireland, the contributors of this
session address these guestions at a time when processes of devolu-
tion, and changing concepts of citizenship and identity, are creating
new relationships between archaeologists, heritage managers and
members of the broader society. Far from being myopic, the study of
such processes in refation to particu/ar monuments and landscapes is
essential for advancing our understanding of the role of the past in

production of contemporary identities and values.

1 The title *Curating the Past’ refers to all the processes involved in conserving, classify-
ing, collecting, managing and interpreting archaeological materials which mediate peo-
ple‘s experience of them, and engagement with them.

11.00am Introduction

V1.15am  Ways of tefling — the Leskernick Stone World exbibition.
Barbara Bender

11.35am  Stone circles: narratives of seeing. Elizabeth Curtis

11.35am  Talking about understanding ‘hentage’ in the landscape:
a Visual repertoire’ of pictures in the head" Jon Kenny

12.i5pm  Questions/Discussion

1245pm  Lunch

2.00pm  Monument or Artefact? Who cares? Towards understand-
ing the local and national politics of early medioval
sculpture through 120 years of Scottish experience. Sally
Foster

2.20pm  They made it a living thing, didn't they ..” Hilton of
Cadboll and the production of community, place and be-
longing. Sian Jones

240pm  Access and ‘Atmosphere’: practicing the construction of
place in the Heart of Neolithic Orkney. Angela
McClanahan

3.00pm  Questions/Discussion

3.30pm  Coffee

4.00pm  Ancestral connections: genealogical identity and the
heritage-landscape. Paul Basu

4.20pm  Remembering to forget / forgetting to remember: why
are we still thinking about the Celts? Angela Piccini

440pm  Ogposing New Culture Histories in Fortress lrefand and
Fortress Europe. Maggie Ronayne

5.00pm  Questions/Discussion

Ways of telling - the Leskernick Stone World exhibition
Barbara Bender (Department of Anthropology, University College
London)

A team of archaeologists and anthropologists recently worked on the
Bronze Age settlements at Leskemick on Bodmin Moor. The project
was not only about the prehistoric settlement and the ancestral stone
world of its inhabitants, but about a contemporary sense of place and
fandscape. In the last and fifth year a small travelling exhibition was
created and was on display in a local village hall. Some of the an-
thropologists spent three weeks with the exhibition talking with visi-
tors about their reactions to the site, the excavation and the
exhibition. The variability of response, the way in which local and
regional issues surfaced, the importance of making ‘academic’ find-
ings accessible and available to the public, and the ways in which
this one- way flow converts into more open ended exchanges will be
discussed,

Ancestral connections: genealogical identity and the heritage-
landscape
FPaul Basu (Department of Anthropology, University College london)

This paper is concemed with the burgeoning phenomenon of "roots-
tourism' in the Scottish Highlands and istands, with joumeys made by
people of Scottish descent ordinarily living in the USA, Canada, Aus-

tralia and New Zealand to places in the ‘old country' associated with
their ancestors. Such visitors are often keen to distance themselves
from "ordinary tourists', defining their journeys in terms of pilgrimage,
quest and homecoming. Interrogating such assertions, 1 consider the
symbolism of the destinations of these journeys, suggesting that they
may be understood respectively as sites of memory, sources of iden-
tity, and shrines of self. Roots-tourists are not only attracted to those
sites to which they have established some documented genealogical
connection, but are often profoundly drawn to prehistoric monu-
rents. With the postcolonial unsettling of settler societies in North
America and Australasia, | suggest that these sites answer a desire in
the roots-tourists to find their own 'indigenous’ landscapes, places
which represent an ideal of unproblematic belonging. implicit in my
discussion is a critique of the prosaic approach of much heritage in-
terpretation, which, | maintain, reduces the semantic potential of our
cultural landscapes and is erosive to a sense of place, Using roots-
tourism as an example, | argue that heritage-landscapes are being
‘consumed' in ways far more complex and sophisticated than most
neritage managers imagine, and that there is a need to resist a banal
‘develop or die’ attitude towards heritage sites driven by an unimagi-
native tourism agenda.

Stone circles: narratives of seeing
Elizabeth Curtis (Department of Cultural History, University of Aberdeen)

‘"Every locality had its story, telling of how it was created through the
earth-shaping activities of ancestral beings as they roamed the coun-
try during the formative era,’ (Ingold, 2000). Just as in the ‘Dream-
ing’, familiar narratives underpin the ways in which people see and
respond to stone circles. This paper will explore some ways in which
individuals have created narratives from their experiences of visiting
or living with stone circles in northemn Scotland. The narratives ex-
plored in this paper take various forms including oral, written and
pictorial and were created between the 18™ century and the present
day, by a wide range of individuals from antiquarians to pagans. Each
narrative is particular to its creator and reflects the ways in which
they saw the monument they were encountering. Seeing, as ingold
and others have noted, is far more than just looking, and involves
both our minds and our bodies as we consume our environment, See-
ing also involves noticing and explaining absences, both the tangible
and the temporal as previous forms of the stone circle are imagined.
In creating narratives of seeing, people experience the monument in
the present and its recent past, whether or not they consider it to be
an ancient relic of a long forgotten past.

Monument or Artefact? Who cares? Towards understanding the
local and national politics of early medieval sculpture through
120 years of Scottish experience

Sally Foster (Historic Scotiand)

Scotfand has had over a century's history of contested and high-
profile claims relating to the location of early medieval sculpture, one
of the nation’s prime cuitural assets. But why? There is no single an-
swer and each case has to be set against its broader historical con-
text, but common threads emerge. The most notable cause of tension
is the schizophrenic identity of sculpture - whether it is treated as a
monument or artefact — and the closely related question of its owner-
ship. This technical distinction, reftected in the respective policies and
working practices of cultural resource managers and museum curators
has occasionally brought such professionals into conflict. But it can
also starkly reveal the radically different ways in which more local
parties perceive and value such remains, views which may have no
patience for legal niceties. Case studlies from the last 120 years, but
particularly the ongoing Hilton of Cadboll project, will be used to
ilustrate and develop an understanding of the issues and how they
might be addressed in the future.
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‘They made it a living thing, didn‘t they ..”; Hilton of Cadboll
and the production of community, place and belonging
Sidn Jones (University of Manchester)

The Hilton of Cadboll Pictish cross-slab from Easter Ross, Scotland, is
variously regarded as having focal, national and intermational signifi-
cance. [ts significance as a national icon is reflected in the prominent
position of the largest fragment of the cross-slab in the Museum of
Scotland. However, discovery and excavation of the missing bottom
part of the sculpture last summer, rekindled disputes about the own-
ership and presentation of the monument, which revolved around an
opposition between local communities and national heritage agen-
cies.

Drawing on participant observation and qualitative interviews
canfed out in the Seaboard Villages of Easter Ross, | witl discuss haw
the Hilton of Cadboll cross-slab provides a vehicle for the conception
of community, place and belonging. The monument itself is symboli-
cally conceived as being both a member of the community, with a
specific social biography and sets of relations, as well as standing for
the entire community or vitlage. Through symbolic representation of
community, it also plays a central role in the articulation of a sense of
place; and the production of Hilton as ‘a place of significance’. Simul-
taneously, against a background of displacement and dislecation in
the Scottish Highlands the cross-slab also provides an icon of dis-
placement and a means to symhbolically resist such histotic processes.
I will conclude by arguing that exploration of the ways in which such
monuments act as vehicles for the conception of community, place
and belonging, is fundamental to understanding conflicts over their
ownership and display,

Talking about understanding ‘heritage’ in the landscape: a
‘visual repertoire’ of *pictures in the head",
Jon Kenny {Archagology Data Service, University of York)

This paper will consider ways that the symbolism of 'heritage’ sites
and monuments in the landscape is at once self evident and constant
whilst also being contested and subverting. This contradiction is dis-
cussed in relation to concepts of visual stereotypes, ‘common sense
thinking’ (Billig 1987, 1991, Condor et al 1988, Shotter 1930} and
"banal nationalism’ (Billig 1995).

To ilfustrate the contradictory roles of 'heritage’ in the landscape
the paper refers to research into family discourse generated by visual
aspects of national, supranational and local identities. Family dis-
course was observed in action through engagement with images of
archaeological sites and monuments from the Worcester landscape.
The resulting family discussion and argument regularly displayed the
discourse of continuity', yet such continuity was regularly subverted.

This paper suggests that such discourse illustrates multiple mean-
ing in action. The family groups taking part in the study displayed the
ability to deal with multiple meaning and apparent self-contradiction
by focusing on different aspects of an image or biuring the mental
image of their local landscape and its features. This paper will sug-
gest that this ability to deal with continuity and subversion are re-
flected in, often rapid, changes in apparent attitude towards features
of the historic landscape.

Access and ‘Atmosphere”: practicing the construction of place
in the Heart of Neolithic Orkney
Angela McClanahan (University of Manchester)

This paper focuses on an ethnographic study of the development of
four Neolithic archaeological monuments in the Orkney Islands as
UNESCO ‘World Heritage Siies'. collectively known as The Heart of
Neolithic Orkney". Throughout the project, issues relating to the ‘ac-
cess’ to, and the 'atmosphere’ of, the sites tended to dominate in nar-
ratives of peoples’ experience and expectations of them, tying in
most frequently with discourses of ownership and authenticity, Social
actors from a variety of groups who use, manage and/or live near the
monuments, including native Orcadians, tourists, ‘incomers’, archae-




alogists and the heritage and tourism sectors, expressed particular
(and often competing) interpretations of these concepts through
various modes of gractice These include the habitual movement of
visitors (and local observation of that movement} around monuments
and the wider landscape; landscape planning; and participation in a
World Heritage 'Project Group’ and ‘Consultation Group'.

The aim here is to explore the relationship between Orkney resi-
dents and members of the heritage sector by examining their partici-
pation in Orkney World Heritage Consuitation Group and Project
group meetings. By focusing on the everyday experiences and cul-
tural forms the groups draw on during these face-to-face engage-
ments, it is possible to understand how each groups' different
interpretation of ‘access’ to and the ‘atmosphere’ of the monuments
contributes to the tension and reification of the power relationships
between them. This reification in tumn informs the contestation and
re-formulation of community, class and national identities, having
direct impact on the way the sites are managed and constructed as
‘heritage places’.

Remembering to forget / forgetting to remember: why are we
still thinking about the Celts?

Angela Ficcini (Department of Drama: Theatre, Film, Television, Uni-
versity of Bristof)

In the late 1980s and 1990s members of the UK archaeological
community constructed a radical rethinking of the Celts that sought
to problematize conceptions of cultural (inter)change and the equa-
tion of material culture in the ground with contested identities on the
ground, Despite powerful critiques of the conflation of race and poli-
tics which characterizes Celticentric heritage media — just one Euro-
pean example would be the use of Celtic imagery by the far-right
football supporters of Rome's Lazio team — much work has yet to be
done on the specific mobilization of Celtic images in the everyday.
Interviews I conducted with visitors to Castell Henllys lron Age
Hillfort and Celtica — two different Welsh spaces of Celtic representa-
tion — fed into my questioning of how discourses of authenticity and
performativity, seamless and singular identity and Celticentric place
percolate through individual engagements with heritage media. To-
day | will be reframing that work in the context of the material cul-
ture produced by the Welsh state agency, Cadw: Welsh Historic
Monuments, in order to explore more fully both proeduction and con-
sumption processes. What distinctions, if any, can be drawn between
the seeming binaries of state and private heritages; between 'serious’
and "popular histories; between self-defined ‘objective’ and 'national-
ist' narratives? How might the specific quotidian concems of present-
ing heritage media - health and safety, tendering processes,
management structures — shape the various Celticentric narratives at
play in the specific theatrical spaces of heritage? But ultimately, how
might the specific eventhood of the heritage visit with its attendant
themes of loss (that time last summer..) and forgetting (was it in
Pembrokeshire...) impact on the broader politics of Welshness?

Opposing MNew Cultere Histories in Fortress freland and
Fortress Europe
Maggie Ronayne (National University of lrefand, Gajway)

As a result of globalisation and its wars, Ireland has received thou-
sands of people who have been displaced - fleeing death, ethnic
cleansing, violent repression and poverty in Eastern Europe and the
global South. As with other countries in ‘Fortress Europe’, racism has
risen exponentially, stoked up by State and private sector interest in
maintaining exploitative hierarchies of sex, race and class. The tight-
ening of national and supra national borders — culturally and histori-
cally as well as physically and legally ~ and the forcible ‘nation-
building' outside of those borders have gone hand in hand with this.
Much of the media, academic and policy discourse in Irefand has only
served to stereotype immigrant communities as a new set of ‘people
without history’. In the process of setting up case studies of exoti-
cised identity and isolating traits of 'Other worlds, there has been a
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particular manipulation of the undeniable reality of sexism and sex-
ual viclence against women of colour within the communities from
which they have fled. This has justified racism towards male immi-
grants and even more blatant racist abuse of immigrant mothers and
pregnant women,

However, new communities - local and global - have formed
based around common need for defence, autonomy, resistance and
struggle against this situation. The matenial remains of the past, both
in Ireland and in the countries from which people have fled, cannot
but be implicated in these processes. If archaeologists are to be part
of building these oppositional communities and if our analysis aims
to be of use in counteracting this situation we all find ourselves in,
why should archaeological remains and fandscapes be privileged ob-
jects of investigation? Why should we confine ourselves within the
economic and institutional frameworks of a profession, a nation-state,
Fortress Europe or its ‘Others'’? Why should the social relations we are
speaking of all be subsumed under the heading of ‘identity’? In ex-
plering these questions, | want to look at examples from lreland and
Kurdistan,

Archaeology and the Inspiration of the Visual
Liliana Janik (University of Cambridge)

Visual aspects of archaeology and its impact of the way we see the
past and the way past visually mediate in constructing the present is
going to be a subject of this session. This session suggest joining
various themes of visual aspects of archaeology together by breaking
the boundary between the way archaeology inspires and the way we
visualise the past interpretations.

How archaeology inspire through visual aspects of material cul-
ture e.g. the great discoveries and their impact on contemporary
world of fashion and design. Past material objects, the process of ar-
chaeological excavation and documentation as an inspiration in cre-
ating films or slide shows which tafk to us by its visual aspects rather
then descriptive language like vocabulary. Monuments in landscape
for generations inspired people as a visual memory of the past, the
impact on passers by, children playing around or directly on them can
not be underestimated on a way visual aspect past are implicate in
our appropriation of the present.

Museum expositions as a visual way in interpreting and shaping
the past as well as visually communicating between the peaples will
also feature in this session. Archaeological understanding of the past
and human endeavour is enticingly linked with the way we see and
classify material culture from Thompsen in XIX <. to the way we teach
archaeology. In the process of 'doing archaeology’ the visual aspects
feature prominently, the features in the ground we excavate, the
drawings capturing those feature, photographs taken, artists impres-
sions, illustrations for the publications are the part of archaeological
practice which is taken as a priori, In interpretation the past we use
variety of visual methods, like GIS, madelling, reconstruction, even
virtual trip to the past as a common tools, without very often indicat-
ing that visualisation of the past is a aim of those research rather
then writing about the past. Archaeological interpretation for years
proposes to understand the creative aspects or visual expression in
the modes of the language, its grammar, its structure, and its order,
Here we propose to look at those images as images with its own in-
terpretatory rights as non-linguistic visual communication in the past
and now.

V1.00am  Roman Re-enactment: Fact or Fiction, the Tumic Wars'
Crahame A Appleby

Visualising Cyberarchacology: communicating archae-
ology through the visual medium of the internet Mim
Bower & Dan Leighton

11.20am

V1.40am  Self-deceiving drawings: how rock-art recording in the
Z20th centuty may have missed the point of the images.
Christopher Chippindale

12.00pm  Visuafising Jomon Pots. Stmon Kaner

1230pm  Llunch

200pm  Making the past strange again, Mark Knight

2.20pm  formation processes and Remote Sensing: Display and
Frocess in At and Archagology. Colin Renfrew

240pm  from the Picturesque to the Virtual Images of Megaliths
at Carnac, Britiany. Corinne Roughley,

3.00pm  Ways of seeing: museum extiibitions of arrowheads since

the 16th century. Robin Skeates
3.00pm  Coffee

3.20pm  Recreating our invisible pixelated past. Christopher Ste-
vens

3.40pm To See is to Know?: A Sense of the Visual in the Museum
Space. Sharon Webb

4.00pm s this a2 handaxe | see before me?' Some thoughts on
visual peiception in the Palaeolithic. Will Whalley

4.20pm  Discussion

Roman Re-enactment: Fact or Fiction, the ‘Tunic Wars'
Grahame A Appleby (University of Cambridge)

| have been involved in Roman re-enactment for the past 15 or so
years. Over this time, and as a result of interest in matters Roman, |
have come to the opinion that re-enactment groups present Roman
military and civilian life in a very sanitised fashian, Additionally, it
tends to pander to the perception of Rome that has been poputarised
by the media and film industry with red tunics, togas, shiny heimets
and armour! Re-enactment groups have also tended to concentrate
on the "upper' end of the material aspects of Roman life leading to a
bias in presentation and less attention to the more mundane and
everyday aspects of life.

This paper, albeit too briefly, examines the following issues
around the role and use of re-enactment as a means of interpreting
artefactual data, and how this is translated into presentation material
for public consumption. Additionally, do national bodies and institu-
tions such as museum subscribe to the popular notion of Rome sug-
gested above as this is what the public allegedly expects. Areas
covered will include: Introduction — re-enactment,/reconstruction as
engagement with archaeological data. Is this true? ; What is the role
of re-emactment — a hobby, education, or is it too embedded in the
heritage industry to now make a distinction? ; Matters of controversy
~ accuracy versus representation {for example the colour of tunics,
the over use of Samian) ~ Gladiator, and what to represent? Use of
1st century Romans in the portrayal of the collapse of Empire!!

Presenting to the public - what is it that we hope to achieve?

Responsibilities of the heritage industry — do they have one when
they use re-enactors? — an open question,

Visualising Cyber-archaeology: communicating archaeology
through the visual medium of the internet.

Dr Mim Bower (University of Ulster} & Dan Leighton (Internet Con-
sultangy, Cambridge}

The internet is a powerful communication tool. It uses the interface of
design, language and images to impart information. Although the
internet is primarily a visual medium it is unusual in so much as it
allows and indeed excels as an interactive tool. The internet provides
the facility to allow assimifation of information via all three of the
primary modes of communication: visual, kinaesthetic and auditory.
The discipline of archaeology has up ‘til now been dominated by
verbal and textural communication, which has not always provided
the most effective means of communicating the inherently material
reality of much of archaeology. Use of media such as the intemet
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provide a means of changing the teaching and communication para-
digm and enhance the accessibility of the discipline.

Using the newly launched archaeological researcher’s website,
www.tinhenged.org, as an itlustration, we aim to examine the appli-
cation of design principles which enable the building of an intuitive
format. We explore some of the interactive visual elements that are
achievable on the internet and examine the visual structure behind
accessibility. We will assess some of the present attempts at commu-
nicating archaeclogy via the internet and make recommendations for
the future possibilities of the medium.

Selfdeceiving drawings: how rock-art recording in the 20th
century may have missed the point of the images

Christopher Chippindale (Cambridge University Museum of Archae-
ology & Anthropology)

The 20th century saw a strong concern with improving methods of
rock-art recording. Consistent in this was the disentangling of the
human image from the natural distractions of the surface on which it
was made. The image came to be conventionally drawn in sofid black
on smooth, featureless, flat and uniform paper. All the distractions
immanent in the usually curving rather than plane form of the sur-
face, with its imegularities, cracks and fissures were safely omitted.
But, first in South Africa, and now in other regions, researchers have
found cause to think the form of the image was in considerable part
directed or affected by the form of the surface and by features on
that surface. So the drawing methods perfected through a century
begin to appear as deceiving drawings, in which much care was taken
to omit what was actually essential! The new century is the time to
re-think fundamentals of how we visualize rock-art, and so how we
best draw, photograph and illustrate it, as researchers in e.g. Norway
are beginning to do.

Visualising Jomon Pots
Simon Kaner (Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and
Cultures)

Visualisation is one of a number of techniques used in shamanic cur-
ing, along with therapeutic touching, hypnotherapy, stress reduction,
and what is described by Mathias Guenther in the Cambridge Ency-
clopedia of Hunter-Gatherers as "the mental and emotional expres-
sion of personal will for health and healing”. The shaman has been
making something of a comeback in archaeclogical theoty (e.g.
James Pearson, Shamanism and the Ancient Mind. A cogritive ap-
proach to archagology). The idea of shamanism is influential in theo-
ries of social organisation in the pottery-using foraging Jemon period
in the fapanese archipelago, during which time it has been suggested
that egalitarian communities actively resisted the urge to inequality.
This paper takes a critical look at the concept of visualisation and the
role of shamans in Jomon society, and examines how they may be
useful in interpreting the highly decorated pottery vessels of the
Middle-Late Jomon period of the central Japanese archipelago {(c.
5000- 4000 BP).

Making the past strange again
Mark Knlght (Cambridge Archaeclogical Unit)

Postholes, ring-gutlies, footings, and eaves drips are part of the foun-
dations of our imaginations when it comes to reconstructing prehis-
toric houses. We can re-build these dwellings of past peoples, giving
them walls, doorways and roofs. Once built, we can stand outside and
begin to wonder what kind of people ived in these houses? How we
reconstruct these spaces directs how we seg the past and, as with any
reconstruction, how the past comes to be seen. Previously, pragma-
tism has been the key architect behind most reconstructions — the
pitch of the roof versus rainfall, parch construction and prevailing
wind direction, longevity of construction against number of post-
holes. The resulting reconstructions tending to have an appearance
somewhere between a travellers bender, 2 Dartmoor cottage and a




generic African mud-hut. Is it any wonder that the buildings look fa-
miliar, and that although they might be a bit smoky at first, we feel
we could be reasonably comfortable living in them. In contrast, eth-
nography presents us with difference —~ there seem to be as many
styles as there are houses, Standing outside of these structures and
fooking in we become a little less comfortable, there are things un-
familiar — the limits of our imagination are chaflenged. The intention
of this presentation is to make past architectures strange again.

Formation processes and Remote Sensing: Display and Process
in Art and Archaeclogy
Colin Renfrew (University of Cambridge)

Two aspects of contemporary art and contemporary archaeology are
selected for discussion in relation to ‘the inspiration of the visual".

The birth of archaeoclogy came about though the collector. From
the early ‘cabinets of curiosities' and the fanciful notion of the *home
of the Muses' (museum) came the serious study and classification of
the refics of antiquity. From the early explorations of those seeking
antiquities for the cabinet and the museum there developed the dis-
ciplines of archaeological excavation. We see the simultaneous ori-
gins of the art gallery and the museum in 7he Tiibuna of the Uffiz
and the birth {or rebirth) both of ‘art’ (in the Western tradition} and
of ‘archaeclogy’ can be located there and in the Vatican Belvedere.
Nations of 'dispfay’ were investigated by Marcel Duchamp, and the
work of such contemporary artists as Joseph Cornell, Lothar Baumgar-
ten, Suzan Hiller and Joseph Beuys calls into question the status of
artefacts and what it is we do when we study and display them.

The practice of archaeology has been examined by the contem-
porary American artist Mark Dion in a way which invites us to re-
examine what it is that archaeologists do. It will be argued that the
world of the practice of archaeology is one of extraordinary sensory
and especially visual richness. The work of the contemporary British
artists Kate Whiteford, Cornelia Parker (Cold Dark Matter) and An-
tony Gormley {Field for the British /sles) will be considered, drawing
attention to the remarkable range of sensory and cognitive experi-
ence which fall within the scope of everyday archaeological practice.

From the Picturesque to the Virtuak kmages of Megaliths at
Carnac, Brittany
Corinine Roughley (Ashimolean Museum, Oxford)

Dramatic archaeological sites, like the Camac megaliths, have in-
spired painters, engravers and tourists, over several centuries, and of
many nationalities, to produce images, as well as professional ar-
chaeologists. There is a rich diversity of17® century drawings and
paintings, picturesque engravings, sketches taking with a camera
lucida, and plans made by 19™ century land surveyors. These differ-
ent images are often barely recognisable from modern archaeological
recording of the sites. Different perceptions and drawing conventions
have led the creators of the images to render a given monument, and
landscape, in a particular way. Some of these may appear to us un-
familiar, and “inaccurate”. Through considering these apparent inac-
curacies, it is possible to understand something of the human
experience of the monuments and landscape in recent centuries, ei-
ther real or desired. The diversity of images of the monuments, even
in comparatively recent history, challenges the perceived accuracy of
our modem archaeological images of the monuments.

Understanding how the landscape may have been perceived and
experience in the Neolithic is hindered here even more than in many
other localities. "Restoration” and modern buildings have radically
altered the monuments and the landscape. It is now very difficult to
study the landscape in the field, as the relationships between monu-
ments are obscured. The use of historic documents, whilst providing
an important contribution, is restricted by the locations chosen for
drawing, as well as their inherently static nature. However, recent
research using dynamic visvalisations has enabled views of the fand-
scape which are impossible to now achieve in the field to be ob-
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tained, revealing important aspects of the visual landscape context of
the monuments only hinted at in the historic images and completely
invisible on the grotnd. These visualisations may not have the artistic
quality of the early images, indeed they do not strive to be "realistic’,
yet they can radically change our perception of these important Neo-
flithic monuments.

Ways of seeing: museum exhibitions of arrowheads since the
16th century
Robin Skeates (University of Durham)

Although the artefacts of past peoples may survive physically in the
present, visual perceptions of such objects have changed significantly
over time, particularly according to different visual conventions or
‘ways of seeing'. This transformation process is particularly evident in
the history of archaeological collections and museums, where arte-
facts and their images have been re-framed in new displays by differ-
ent generations of collectors.

tn this paper, [ shall examine this process in more detail, with
particular reference to transformations in the visual perception, classi-
fication and display of prehistoric stone arrowheads in Italian muse-
ums between the sixteenth century and the present day. A clear
contrast can be drawn, for example, between ways of seeing such
objects in the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. In the sixteenth
century, comparisons of the physical (and espedially visual) properties
of arrowheads {including their colour, size, shape, hardness, translu-
cency, luminasity, smoothness and weight) led them to be classified
and displayed alongside objects such as fossil sharks' teeth and Bef-
emnites, within encyclopaedic natural history collections and their
illustrated catalogues. In the nineteenth century, by contrast, arrow-
heads came to be seen as part of assemblages of provenanced arte-
facts within archaeological and ethnographic collections.

By examining this transformation process, it may be possible to
come to a more critical understanding of the ways in which we visual-
ise the past today.

Recreating our invisible pixelated past.
Christopher Stevens (University College London)

It has long been argued by philosophers, archaeological, anthropo-
logical, and social theorists alike that the key to understanding past
societies does not lie in the present but lies in our ability to interpret
past cultures within their own setting, Our ability to understand the
past lies in the extent to which we can visualise and reconstruct the
many facets of past sodieties.

The past is a difficult thing to visualise is its refationship to the
processes by which that past is created within archacological prac-
tice. The artefacts, features, and data produced are often de-
contextualised. Artefacts are encountered as objects in museurms, line
drawings in books or types and weights, Environmental data as lists
of latin names and numerical counts or percentages. Features as line
drawings with little depth, rarely placed within their past environ-
mental setting. Their association within the archaeological excavation
are equally obscure. They are hence de-contextualised from both their
archaeological past and their subsequent recovery in the present day
to be re-contextualised in black and white print. The call for further
integration of various fields of specialisation has long plagued ar-
chaeological practise. This paper offers an insight into my own ex-
periences of how computer modelling within archaeological
reconstruction may be used to bridge this gap. The archaeological
world by its nature tends to be highly inorganic, flesh and plants rot
and decay leaving us with a sterile world of bone, metal, clay, stone
and carbon. The computer modelling of past artefacts, places, struc-
tures and people forces us to deal with the invisible organic past. The
depth of modelling is limitless and as we model settlements and their
populations we are led to deat with the refationships between social
organisation, kinship and the settlement pattem. As we model indi-
viduals in action we are forced to consider which members of society

carried out which tasks. The modelling of the formation of the ar-
chaeclogical record may further help us both understand and teach
how much of the past eventually becomes invisible. While computer
modelling may not answer many questions concerning the past it is
believed that it may provide a valuable too! hoth in teaching and
exploring questions which we may at present not be asking.

To See is to Know?: A Sense of the Visual in the Musetum Space
Sharon Webb (Cambridge University Museum of Archaeology & An-
thropology)

The museum space is a culturally constructed ‘way of seeing’. Mu-
seum exhibitions communicate knowledge by appeals to all five
senses, but in the majority of displays the visual sense is most ac-
tively worked. How curators, archaeologists and exhibition designers
envisage that the museum space works has changed over time, as
has the perceived importance of the visual sense in museums, Today
museums attempt to communicate their messages by direct appeal to
other senses, such as touch and smell, but the visual is still primary.
Modes of display in use today are not accidental compositions, but
the result of a long history of practices, ideas and theoretical consid-
erations. These will be explored in this paper, as will the reasons for
the enduring importance of the visual sense in the museum space,
Not only are 'ways of seeing’ culturally constructed, but they are also
themselves ‘constructing’. The influence of the visual compositions
these institutions create on constructions of knowledge of the past,
has been underestimated by the discipline of archaeology as a whole,
as has the power of the museum and this will be emphasised
throughout the paper.

‘Is this a handaxe | see before me?’ Some thoughts on visual
perception in the Palaeolithic
Will Whalley (University of Cambridge)

Beyond being a celebrated psychologist, J. ). Gibson can justly be
said to be one of the most influential thinkers of the 20 centuty.
After briefly outlining his ideas and their refevance to archaeologists,
this paper attempts to show how at least some of the criticism levied
against Gibson may be explained as the result of attempting to un-
derstand his ideas in terms of the very categories and idioms he was
trying to aveid. Particular attention is given to the related concepts of
direct perception and affordance, and to exploring what these de-
bates might mean for archaeologists in the 21% century.

Personhood and the material world
Chris Fowler (University of Manchester)

Over the past decade or so archaeologists have become interested in
a set of related ideas conceming the treatment of both human beings
and the material world. These two phenomena are no longer divorced
from each other as subjects of archaeological enquity. Some of the
most common areas for studying the inter-relation between people
and other entities are;

* comparison of the treatment of bodies and objects (e.g., pots as
homologues for the human body)

o exchange and the idea of 'animate’ objects and ‘inalienable’ ob-
jects

+ Dbiographies of abjects and places as related to human biogra-
phies

» personhood as ‘distributed'; located in the body but also else-
where in the material world

e transformation of the person through time, changing the state of
the person (including after death)

»  use of human remains as material culture, and the objectification
of human beings or human remains

* relationships between concepts of the human person and other
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sentient beings (e.g., animals, spiritual entities),
*  personification of non-human entities and things

These studies can serve to demonshiate similarities in how human
bodies and other kinds of ‘bodies’ were treated in the past. They often
draw on ethnographic anatogies or critiques of assumptions we might
make about the modem self and a capitalist or individualistic world.
They also bring us close to discussing past concepts of the person.

This session aims to promote discussion of the above approaches,
and to ask the following questions with reference to past contexts;

* What is a person? What does a person consist of, and how are
they made?

* What role does material culture play in generating personhood?

o What are the processes through which concepts of the person are
naturalised or subverted?

« What is the relationship between the conditfons for action in the
past and dominant conceptions of personhood?

» s there a connection between (1) an economic and spiritual attj-
tude towards the world and {2) an attendant notion of what
counts as a person?

¢ What are the potential connections between materiality and per
sonhood?

» What implications do mortuary practices have for understanding
past concepts of the person?

»  What place should we give personhoed in our interpretations of
the past?

11.002am  Aameworks for interpreting personhood: things, bodies
and refations, Chris Fowler
11.20am  Showing some emotion - distributed personhood and

assemblages. Chris Gosden
11.40am  Break

12.00pm  Local knowledge and layers of identity in Neolithic /tal-
ian pots. John Robb

Death, Personhood and Memory in Early Medieval Brit-
ain. Howard Williams

12.40pm  Questions and Discussion

1.00pm  Lunch

12.20pm

2.20pm  Connecting Materiality and Selfhood in the Roman
World: a way beyond subject/object dualism? Andrew
Gardner

240pm  Assembling animals, Chantal Conneller and Thomas Yar-
row

300pm  7BA. john Chapman

3.20pm  Break

3.50pm A Life in Fragments: Exploring personbood in the Furo-
pean Neolithic. Andy lones

4.10pm  Assemblages of things and people. Lesley McFadyen

4.30-5.30pm. Discussion, lead by Sarah Green, Senior Lecturer in
Social Anthropology, University of Manchester,

Frameworks for interpreting Personhood: things, bodies and
relations
Chris Fowler (University of Manchester)

This paper will partly act as a welcome to the session, making some
general observations on intefpreting personhood, and partly as an ex-
ample of one approach to relationships between persons, bodies and
objects in different cultural contexts. 1 will offer an anthropological defi-
nition of personhood, providing a framework for understanding refa-
tionships between the person, the human body, and non-human hodies;
animals, objects, architecture and landscape. These bodies operate at
different scales and are of different types, yet can be understood in par-




allef fashion. Personhood refers to the ongoing production and trans-
formation of persons through such material bodies.

The person will be described as a temporaty incorporation of dif-
ferent aspects (e.g, in European culture, the mind, body and soui).
These aspects can be located in hadies and bedily materials of differ-
ent kinds. Numerous ethnographic accounts describe how qualities
similar to the mind or spirit are transferable between bodies, and en-
capsulated by the bodies of things, animals and places as well as
humans. Bodies are transformed — constituted, revised and de-
constituted — through exchanges hetween them which often serve to
demenstrate inextricable connections between the human and mate-
rial world. Yet in some contexts those connections and their biogra-
phies are underplayed so that relations between human and other
bodies predominantly alienate these bodies from each other. In other
contexts those connections lie at the core of personhood, accentuat-
ing how one person is connected to another or how the human is
inalienable from the non-human. Fields of memory and experience
are generated in interacting with and through matetial bodies and
their components, and s are also distributed throughout the mate-
rial world,

{ will argue that material bodies are produced through predom-
nant structuring principles which we can interpiet into metaphors or
narratives. Both human bodies and non-human bodies are the media
for these narratives. The citation of practices central to such narra-
tives provide the conditions for human experience and personhood. |
will illustrate this argument with a brief example from the British
Neolithic. This approach will demonstrate how a focus on personhood
does not simply revise our understanding of what past persons and
communities were like, but also fundamentaily revises the relation-
ship between material culture and people which lies at the heart of
archaeological interpretation.

Showing some emotion - distributed personhoed and
assemblages
Chris Gosden (Pitt-Rivers Museum, Oxford University)

The notion of distributed personhood raises questions of unity. How
is the unity of personal identity maintained if agency is distributed
through a series of objects and acts separated in time and space?
Anthropology has concentrated on issues in respect of the person.
Archaeologists should be more interested in problems of unity con-
ceming material culture. Just as persons which might appear unitary
can be seen to be distributed, then assemblages of objects which
appear to be lacking connection may have some unity. The idea of
the assemblage is important here, where assemblages are sets of ar-
tefacts connected by their aesthetic and material qualities, so forming
some unity. It is the connections between objects that allow some
unity to distributed personhood. | shall briefly explore the nature of
assemblages and argue that what gives the sensory qualities of ob-
jects their social force is through their power to evoke human emo-
tions. Our emotional relationship to things is vital in creating groups
and individuals of particular types deriving from varied social and
cultural backgrounds.

Local knowledge and layers of identity in Neolithic Italian pots
John Robb (University of Cambridge)

Artifacts imply knowledge, and one criterion for shared identity is
shared knowledge. Material culture does not imply a single definitive
interpretation but rather authorizes many different understandings.
However, it is crucial to realize that these many potential interpreta-
tions, while subjective, are not random or independent; rather, they
will be interdependent and to some extent create a system of refative
positioning which helps constitute a system of situational identities.
(It follows that culture is neither transparent or univecal nor anarchic
and unpredictable, but rather functions as recurrent experiences of
systematic misunderstanding).

One important axis along which different interpretations might be
relatively positioned is localness. Layers of local knowledge, embed-
ded in the time depth of local history and in the network of immedi-
ate social relationships, create quite different interpretations of the
same material thing, whether we are dealing with a landscape or a
tiny artifact. This provides an archaeological entry via patterns of spa-
tial variation and geography. This paper attempts to understand how
pottery was used to create layers of local identity in the Middle Neo-
lithic of Southern Italy, and how this function changed dramatically
in the Late Neolithic,

Death, Personhood and Memory in Early Medieval Britain
Howard Williams (Cardiff University)

The rich archaeclogical data of early medieval cemeteries has fre-
quently been a focus of theoretical debate, Qver recent decades we
have seen changing perspectives question interpretations of ethnicity,
religion, social organisation, symbolism and ideclogy derived from
the mortuary data. Mostly recently, there have been attempts to in-
vestigate early medieval burial sites using social and anthropological
theories. An understandable desire to escape from regarding cemeter-
ies as a ‘mirror’ of society (a view still prevalent in many quarters) has
lead to a mare appropriate facus on the active role of moumners in

* using material culture during mortuary practices to negotiate their

15

individual and collective identities and political relationships.

However, these studies retain a problematic and questionable
approach to the role of the dead and their physical remains in the
mortuaty rites. The skeletal remains of early medieval cemeteries are
frequently regarded as a source of biological data and as inanimate,
passive foci around which early medieval communities actively *per-
formed' their identities through the use of artefacts, monuments and
landscape. While fruitful, such perspectives remain predicated upon
recent Western conceptions of death as a biological event rather than
a social process. In turn, this has rendered the physical remains of the
dead convenient 'resources’ rather than materials imbued with per-
sonalities, memories and emotional relationships with the living.
Consequently, such views have under-estimated the importance of
the management and transformation of the body during mortuary
practices has social and ritual technologies that serve to define and
articulate concepts of personhood, community identity and social
memories. Instead we should see human bones as foci for construct-
ing the social person from their status upon death to a new identity
in death. This is a process in which the dead, as well as the living, are
frequently regarded as active participants in the funeral.

This argument is developed by using the cremation burial rites of
the fifth to seventh centuries AD from eastem England as a case
study, and relying on anthropological analogy concerning the signifi-
cation of cremation in societies around the world. By studying the
pracess of transformation involved in cremation, the post-cremation
rites, and the places chosen for the disposal of the remains, we can
regard the mortuary practices not as convenient contexts for the liv-
ing to define their identities, but rites that use the body as a focus for
defining the social person and social memories, In particutar, the uses
of material culture and the bones need to be understood in post-
cremation rites as parallel means of reconstituted the social person
into a new physical form and space.

Connecting Materiality and Selfhcod in the Roman World: a
way beyond subject/ object dualism?
Andrew Gardner (University Colfege, Londen)

To Marcel Mauss, the western notion of the person was forged under
the twin influences of Roman jurisprudence and Christian metaphys-
ics (1979 [1950):78-89). This particular kind of person could be con-
trasted with others, found in different cultural contexts, bearing
vaiying characteristics in relation to what we might label ‘saciety’. A
considerable quantity of anthropological and archaeological work has
since been conducted which explores this notion of alternative cate-

gorizations of the person, as well as the role that material culture
plays in constructing these. In this paper, | would like to carry this
kind of approach back to that originary context that Mauss identified
for the westemn 'self,, and in so doing develop a much broader theory
of the relationship between people and things which fundamentally
challenges subject/object dualism,

In my view, there is no doubt that the material world does play
an important rofe in the formation of a sense of self, particularly as a
constituent element of intersubjective relations between people.
Things serve a number of roles in these relations, such as objectifica-
tion, mediation and hybridization, and through these any boundaries
which might be drawn between human subjects and 2n external ob-
ject-world become blurred. More fundamentally, things provide a
maodef for the relationship of the self to itself, and it is for this reason
that | will focus on objectification in this paper. In examining all of
these issues, the Roman world is interesting not because of the per-
spective hindsight affords on certain trends commencing then, but
rather because of the variation in materfality — and therefore, per-
haps, personhood - that it encompasses. From this variation consid-
erable interpretive leverage may be gained on the profound
questions at the heart of this session.

Mauss, M. 1979 {1950]. Sociofogy and Psychology: essays. Lon-
don: Routtedge & Kegan Paul.

Assembling animals
Chantal Coneler (University of Cambridge) and Thomas Yatrow (uns-
versity of Cambridge)

This paper examines the production of human and animal bodies
during the Early Mesolithic. Rather than viewing these as fixed enti-
ties or biological givens it is argued here that bodies can be seen as
mutable, as assemblages of skills, properties and references. From this
perspective the relationship between humans and animals is explored
through discussion of the Star Carr antler frontlets and deposits con-
sisting of both human and animal bone from Mesolithic sites such as
Thatcham.

Title TBA
John Chapman (University of Durham)

Abstract TBA.

A Life in Fragments: Exploring personhood in the European
Neolithic
Andrew Jones (University of Southampton)

Issues of personhood and identity have risen to prominence in recent
studies of the European Neolithic, and have provided an exciting
avenue for research and interpretation. However a fairly restricted set
of theoretical constructs have been utilised to interpret the nature of
personhood duting this period. In this paper | will review some of the
recent theoretical constructs applied to the European Neolithic to ask
whether we need to explore a greater diversity of possibilities. In an
avowedly broad brush approach, | will compare and contrast the na-
ture of personhood in Westem Europe with that described for Central
and Eastern Europe, to Investigate the range of ways of describing a
person during the Neolithic.

Assemblages of things and people
Lesfey McFadyen (University of Wales College, Newport)

This piece of work is about dynamics and dynamic connections. It is
an attempt to represent bodily dynamics through the ways in which
assemblages of things and things and people were entwined. It is an
understanding of dynamics where connections were woven together
from the small things of life. For in this way things and people be-
came known through their actions, and were marked and became a
plausible pait of historical process, but at the same time these histo-
ries were not created as if they were the only one,
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21 December Afternoon Session .

Archaeology and Performance
Alessandra Lopez y Royo

Can one study performance in alf its manifestations _ dance, music,
theatre, feasting, processions, spectacle and ritual - archaeclogically?
If so, how? Pearson and Shanks in their Theatre/Archaeology (Lon-
don,/New York: Routledge, 2001) discuss the relationship between
site specific performance and interpretations of the past and propose
a fusion of the two disciplines of theatre and archaealogy to produce
a 'blurring of genres'. in this session we will question this relationship
further, inviting scholars and practitioners to examine their own prac-
tices and their interconnections, in the hope of stimufating a lively
debate and exchange between archaeologists and performers.

2.00pm  Choreographing heritage, performing the site. A. Lo pez y

Royo

2.20pm  Site Specific Texts: Fmbodied Performances In The Wit
ten fecord Of late Period Eqypt in The Past And The
Frasent. Robyn Gillam

240pm  Reconstructing Archaeological Sites in Manchester. Fiona

Campbell & Jonna Hanssen

3.00pm  Break

3.30pm  Ambiguous realities: the materality of performance and
memory in the Early Bronze Age of SW Wales. Marcus
Brittain

3.50pm  Fmbodying archacology: dancing the past into the pre-
sent Vena Ramphal

4.10pm  Polar Theatre Mike Pearson

430pm  Discussant: Julian Thomas

Choreographing heritage, performing tie site
Or. Alessandra Lopez y Roye (School of Arts: Dance and Dance Stud.
fes Roehampton, University of Strrey).

The practice of ‘performing the site’ - the use of performance at archaeo-
logical sites - has been criticised as 'neo-colonial site appropriation’, a tak-
ing over of other people's past entangled with globalism, motivated by
nostalgia and a desire for spiritual renewal, regardless of who is involved
and why. The issues refated to ‘performing the site’ are however much
more complex. The performance types practised at sites are disparate, even
when accounting for the occasional convergence and/or overlap at the
level of individual and institutional practice. The question of how the in-
teraction of private (individual) and public (institutional) management of
heritage is articulated through 'performing the site' should be considered
in context and further nuanced, carefully steering away from a facile essen-
tiatising of the performance process. In crticising the homogenizing action
of globalism, one should not sweep under the carpet issues of nationalism
and its manipulative engagement with archaeology, articulated through
‘performing the site', where this becomes a stage for the “fituals of heri-
tage’, This is the process by which the archaeological site becomes the
stage for national ritual and spectacle. The site is re-appropriated by na-
tional bodies and used as # political instrument to affirm a continuity with
an ancient glorious past, through specially commissioned choreographed
performances which explore given themes, as for example the Ramayana
ballet (sendratan} of Prambanan, in Central Java or the performance of
"dlassical’ Khmer dancing (alsd involving the Ramayana story) at Angkor,
with the apsaras of Angkor Wat as background. As a form of commis-
sioned state art, such forms reflect the nation's selfimage and reconstitute
the past to suit contemporary political needs. Though principally aimed at
tourist consumption of the site, choreography becomes here an important
metaphor for how heritage is imagined and a ritual expression of this
imagining,




At times these ‘'rituals of heritage' intersect with living religious
practices when taking place at temples which are archaeological sites
reconstituted as places of worship - an example of this are the Bud-
dhist candi Borobudur and Mendut, in Central Java. Here ritual is a
carefully choreographed performance and one can witness the bal-
ancing act of religion and secularisation with all the tensions and
ruptures that this entails,

Site Specific Texts: Embedied Performances In The Written
Record Of Late Period Egypt In The Past And The Present
Robyn Giflam (York University, Toronte, Canada)

While the re-enactment of Egyptian ritual texts and representations
in the classroom and university campus is first and foremost a peda-
gogical exercise, it may also be of use in conceptualizing some form
of reconstruction of bodies’ interaction with architectural and other
sites as well as each other in the execution of these activities. The
politics of on and offsite re-enactments will be discussed as well as
their manifestly “allegorical character. This paper will focus on three
main textual artifacts, The Triumph of Horus, an ensemble of text and
pictures found in a temple dating from the late 2nd century BCE,
apparently a “dramatic” enactment of a sacred narrative, The Myster-
ies of Osiris in the Month of Khoiak, another such document from the
1st century B, C. E. which explains how to manufacture models of the
dead god Osiris and the Mummification Ritual of the Apis Bull, a pa-
pyrus document of roughly the same period which, along with a
number of private votive inscriptions, details how the funeral rites of
the divine incarnation of national gods of Egypt was celebrated.

The performance of these matetials raises important issues, like
the relationship of enactments to their representation in architecture,
their "literalness," and the interaction of the living and the dead, as
expressed in spatial ensembles, all important issues for archaeological
theory at the present time.

Reconstructing Archaeclogical Sites in Manchester
Fiona Campbell & Jonna Hansson (Gateborg University, Sweden)

We will begin a process of investigation into reconstructing archaeo-
logical sites in Manchester. This process mobilizes the complexity of
sites and engages with artefactual records of difficult matters. This
process explores diverse fields of risk and reveals the logic of site-seeing.

Embodying archaeclogy: dancing the past into the present
Vena Ramphal (School of Orental and Afiican Studies, University of
London)

Earlier this year at a symposium on South Asian Aesthetics in Britain it
was suggested that artists of South Asian origin working in Britain
needed to choose between artistic roots and new routes when making
work. I the context of South Asian art, particularly dance, the constitu-
tion of identity is often framed in terms of tradition versus modemity
where tradition is perceived as static, or at best a closed set of rules.
This paper suggests not only that roots can inform routes, but rotes
can and do inform roots. It is not just a case of accepting that our view
of the past necessarily journeys from our individual present. More inter-
estingly, a dynamic relationship with the past could offer fruitful ground
for contemporaiy dance production (training, choreography and pes-
formance). Focusing on the relationship between classical South Asian
dance and sculpture, the paper demonstrates that a dance based en-
gagement with the archaeolegical site (sculpture, architecture and text)
means that the latter becomes part of an event — animating and ani-
mated by the activity of dance.

Ambiguous realities: the materiality of performance and
memory in the Early Bronze Age of SW Wales.
Marcus Brittain (University of Manchester)

How does performance present itself in the prehistoric material re-
cord? Using examples from the Early Bronze Age of southwest Wales,
| explore this question with the premise that the concept of per-
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formed Action may work as a complement to the textual forms of
archaeology, working towards an interpretation that is sensitive to an
inter-subjective past. | describe how memory is ambiguous in nature,
and that in many contexts, often "ritual’, there is a liminal threshold'
between innovation and tradition, the old and the new, forming a
series of creative possibilities.

A number of recent works have explored the many facets of the
past in the past with a number of differing conclusions regarding the
structure of memoiy in the archaeological data. | consider these cur-
rent studies in light of the ‘crossing-over of performance-based the-
ofy and question the validity of pre-determination, Instead 1 argue
that particular monuments in the Early Bronze Age of southwest
Wales were formed by a number of performed pre-determinations
rather than one singular process, and that these are entwined within
repradirction and regeneration, nstability and change. The main in-
terest of this paper is therefore to understand how performances
draw on past performances and how (if at all) this can be studied
today.

Polar Theatre
Mike Pearson (Department of Film Television and Theatre, University
of Wales Aberystwyth)

"Pony shoes are piled in what were the stables..seal blubber still
oozes in the hallway..a waxed ball of Dutch cheese lies beside a still-
intact biscuit.’ Ravaged by the polar climate, picked over by souvenir
hunters, the detritus of the expeditions of Scott, Shackleton, Mawson,
et al. at the beginning of the twentieth century survives. Currently in
need of conservation, the substantial wooden huts they built - and
their contents - are amongst thirty-four listed historic sites in Antarc-
tica. They are the relics of the "heroic era' of exploration - ‘monu-
ments to bravery', ‘Ylinked with remarkable feats of human endeavour
and scientific achievement’ — still part of, still perpetuating, a dis-
course the explorers themselves helped script.,

Yet what was the reality of daily life here? This presentation uses
elements of specially written narrative, eye-witness reports and con-
temporary film and photographs to evoke a few moments in Scott's
hut at Hut Point from the 1901-4 *Discovery’ expedition, a descrip-
tion of activities so extraordinary, unexpected and ‘unheroic’ that
they might help to critique - to queer ~ modes of interpretation
based solely upon functionality and gently to question normative
notions of the "archaeological record'.

Ethnicity and Cultural Kinetics: Material Culture
and Identity in the Past
Steven G, Matthews (University of Manchester)

‘For there are nearly as many ways in which such identities, fleeting
or enduring, sweeping or intimate, cosmopolitan or closed in, amiable
or bloody-minded, are put together as there are materials with which
to put them together and reasons for doing so.’

Clifford Geertz, Avaifable Light

We live in a ‘world of restless identities and uncertain connec-
tions' and these ethnicities have been fundamental to the shaping of
the modem world. The past century has seen the political geography
of the modem world continuously changed and transformed as a
consequence of ethnic relations and antagonisms. Our contemporary
political and social situations continue to be effected by our attitude
toward the past, its interpretation and representation, and this atti-
tude can have serious, and sometimes dire, consequences. This impor-
tant role that history plays in the modem nation state is inherently
linked to our namatives, our construction, of the past.

Despite the West's best ideals for modem multi-racial societies,
of acceptance and understanding, race and ethnicity continue to rep-
resent a forum for this distinction of identity. Skin colour, physical

moiphology, symbolism, materjality and socio-ritual and economic

practices are all medium for the creation of ‘powerful’ identities and

relations. Whilst we cannot assume that such identities were indica-
tive to the operation of society in the past, neither can we assume
that they were not,

As well as understanding this contribution archaeology has made
to the constuction of contemporaty ethnic identities, it is equally
important that we consider the construction of the ethnicities of the
past. Ethnicity was a central investigative principle of Culture History
traditions in archaeology, representing peoples as exclusive polities,
producing bounded material assemblages that reflected a distinct
identity. However, the importance of past ethnic identities has been
largely underestimated amongst contemporary post-processual dis-
course. A lack of original critical and theoretical consideration, its
avoidance in analysis, discussion and elaboration, can ultimately only
hinder and impoverish our understanding of the cultural kinetics of
past societies.

With this in mind this session seeks to contribute to the ongoing
awareness that in ethnicity, as well as continuing to be a fundamen-
tai principal in the shaping of contemporary political and social rela-
tions, there is also a need for the investigation of the role of ethnicity
played to and in the past. Developments in the understanding of
meaningful relationships between individuals and objects have pro-
vided substantial avenues for this exploration of past ethnic identities
and their consequences for the kinetic interplay within and between
cultural groups. As such, this session hapes to explore:

» The role and validity of matetial culture as ethnic and cultural
signifter.

* The nature of the relationship between objects and peoples in
constituting, representing and perpetuating different ethnic and
cultural identities.

¢ The consequences of cohesive ethnic identities in relations within
and between past societies, as well as to those past societies,

200pm  Introduction. Steven G. Matthews

2.20pm  Defining the Relationship between Ethnicity and Socio-
FPolitical Elites in Minoan Crete, Elen Adams

240pm  The FPre- to Roman Britain Transition ~ Cuftural Diff-
sion? Judith F. Rosten

3.00pm  The role of Maritime trade in the spread of Isiam, ).
Jansen-Van-Rensbur

3.20pm  /nvasions and conquests in New Zealand - or issues of
power and control? Caroline Philips

3.40pm  Farly medieval ethnicity: beyond nationalism and culture

history: Susanne E. Hakenbeck
400pm  Coffee

4.20pm  The Extraordinary Use of Ordinary Objects: Material Ex-
pressions of Ethnic Identity in the Cemeteries of the First
Aftican Baptist Churches, Philadelphia. John P. McCarthy
The discursive space of Post World War 2 Japan and the
fate of archacological discourse in Fost-Modernity, Koji
Mizoguchi

Afrocentric methodology in archaeology Michael Reynier
& Richard P, Benjamin

Archaeology and Views Beyond ‘Globalization—iMuft-
cufturalism’ and Other Dualist Paradigms for Human Na-
ture and History. Stephanie Koerner & Russell Palmer
Discussion

4.40pm

5.00pm

5.20pm

5.40pm

Defining the Relationship between Ethnicity and Socio-Political
Elites in Minoan Crete
Elfen Adams (Universily of Cambridge).

Traditionally in Old-world prehistory, ethnic groups have been de-
fined by the material culture of the elite. The relationship between
ethnicity and the socio-political divisions within the cultural group is
therefore fundamenta to the study of the relationship between eth-
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nicity and (material} culture. However, there are clear problems with
distinguishing between the various types of group identities, and it is
also the case that the choice of modes of expression, which are used
by and for each group, is historically specific.

Minoan Crete was initially defined by Sir Arthur Evans in opposi-
tion to other known “civilisations', especially the Mycenaean, the An-
cient Greek and the Near Eastern ones. During the Neopalatial period
(the peak of the Minoan palatial system) there was an istand-wide
distribution of elite features in Minoan Crete, such as the ‘palatial’
architectural form and (non-Greek) Linear A. Since Evans, there has
been a tendency in Minoan studies to conflate this cultural homoge-
neity with socio-political unity, in itself a questionable assumption.
This homogeneity must also have taken a creative role in defining the
essence of 'being Minoan', although the awareness of ethnicity will
have varied between the social groups within the same COMHMIUNiLY,
Whether the homogeneity in elite expression is more due to the rep-
resentation of 'Minoan-ness' in contrast with other ethnic groups, or
more to intemal socio-political competition and/or control, is the
crucial question to be addressed in this paper.

Classical Archaeology has the {somewhat unjustified) reputation
for continuing to practice culture-history. Minoan Crete sits between
this traditien and mainstream prehistory, benefiting from the wealth
of data available in the Classical world and the theoretical insights
gained from archaeology. It is therefore an ideal testing-ground for
exploring theoretical debates. This paper sets out the historiography
of this issue in Minoan studies, and explores how prehistoric archae-
ology can distinguish between different kinds of self-representation,
in this case ethnicity and the socio-political elite,

The Pre- to Roman Britain Transition - Cultural Diffusion?
Judith £. Rosten (University of Southampton)

Most research on the intermingling of cultures tends to focus on the
elite levels of society as it is with respect to the conversion of the
higher classes by the dominant culture that the success of the con-
version of the people is often judged. This is understandably so as
remains of the wealthy are often more visible in the archaeological
record, however, this does not give a complete, o necessarily accu-
rate, view since it ignores the less wealthy classes. This segment of
society outnumbers the people on whom the study is normally con-
centrated,

This session aims to undeistand the flow throughout society; it
reaches down into the details of everyday life and hence considers
the effects on society as a whole. Our consideration of this topic
starts with the period between initial active contact with the Roman
world through Julius Caesar, to the period of the second invasion by
Claudius in the mid first century AD, By this stage much of the Ro-
man way of life had not filtered down into the lower echelons of so-
ciety. Following the second invasion, a more tomplete presence of
the Romans led to a more thorough peicolation of the culture
through society. So, how far into the society of the ancient Britain's
did the Roman culture penetrate? This will be discussed by looking at
the many aspects of Romano-British town life, with special emphasis
on the towns of Silchester (Cavella) and St Albans (Verulamium).

The role of Maritime trade in the spread of lslam
. Jansen-Van-Rensbur (University of. Southampton)

When looking at a person’s identity whether socially or cuiturally we
need to realise that it is built up of a wide array of aspects such as
ethnicity, nationality, kinship, sex, gender, race and religion as well as
strictly social aspects such as status and class,

By looking at maritime trade | seek to look at a group of people
that are and were instantly recognisable in every society — the sea-
farer ~ whether merchant or sailor, and the role they played in the
spread of the new refigion, islam. Thus immediately the concept of
identity has become even more complex than envisaged through at-
tempting to trace the spread of a religion by & social group whose




daily lives were influenced by the sea and who's relationship with the
people of dry land was found to be uneasy and marked by suspicion
of that which they could not understand.

Thus during the rise and spread of Islam as a religion we find a
complex array of individuals coming from a wide variety of social
backgrounds with only a small number of common traits, that of re-
ligion, race, and language,

Thus what material evidence is there that would show this spread
of religion through these trading networks? What are the problems
with the idea of archaeologicat cultures as ethnic identities? Certainly
we need to look to theoretic discourse in determining the interpreta-
tion of this culture and its influence in the spread of Islam,

Invasions and conquests in New Zealand ~ or issues of power
and control?
Carofine Phillips (Te Whare Wananga o Awanuiarangi, Whakatne,
New Zealand)

In New Zealand, Maori oral traditions frequently refer to wars, con-
quests and invasions. Amongst Hauraki Maori of the Waihou River
the story is that a new people came and conquered the former in-
habitants, either killing them or driving them out of the area. Yet the
genealogies show that, rather than outright death and destruction,
the conquest was one of intermartiage. In fact the descendants of
those people said to have been annihilated still exist some 350 years
after their supposed demise.

New Zealand archaeologists are often caught between the claims
of rival Maori groups, so the events of the past are very real today.
Claims for the right to have a say about resource management issues,
and through the courts for the rights to money and public fands un-
fairly taken by the colonial British authorities, often bring archaeolo-
gists into a very testing political arena, The problem of identifying
sites and their contents with particular Maori groups is to do with
status, politics, power and ideology. OF course, archaeology can never
identify to whom the remains of past occupations belong.

On a recent trip to Ireland | noted that interpretations of change
there also revolve around the replacement of one people with an-
other, resulting in the transformation of the material culture, lan-
guage and genes, Although the scale of time, population and the
changes might be greater in the rish case, | wondered if in fact, like
the Macri situation, the truth was, and is, rather one of changing po-
litical controf,

Early medieval ethnicity: beyond nationalism and culture
history
Susanne E. Hakenbeck (University of Cambridge)

Traditionally ethnicity has held a central position in early medieval
archaeology, o the archaeology of the Migration Period, as it is tell-
ingly.called. On the continent, in particular, the typological classifica-
tion of artefacts according to ethnic groups is standard procedure.
Post-processual theories, in their focus on identity politics, have
rightly challenged such simplistic interpretations. However, it has
rarely been attempted to put a constructive theoretical alternative in
their place.

This has several reasons. Ethnicity is seen as a tainted and prob-
lematic concept. Within archaeological theory it has its roots in a cul-
ture historical paradigm that has been shaped by nationalism. Even
more reflexive studies of ethnicity can rarely escape the trap of essen-
tialism; that is, the myth of a stable and innate ethnicity. A further
problem is the identification of ethnicity in the material culture, if
typological assemblages can no longer be considered meaningful
starting points. This is valid criticism,

However, the potential of a theory of ethnicity that chalienges
the nationalist paradigm must not be overlooked. It has to have a
clear focus on the way in which material culture is used to express
ethnicity. The refationship between material culture and ethnicity is
context specific and cannot be described by simply giving objects
ethnic labels. Material culture is used to tell a story and thus actively
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contributes to the creation and maintenance of ethnicity.

A theory of ethnicity cannot remain abstract, but has to grow out
of a specific historical and geographical context. At the same time we
have to be aware that this, too, is an imposition of present day con-
cepts onto the past. Equally, we can capitalise on the tension be-
tween having to take a broad view of ethnicity and its function as
form of group affiliation, and the realisation that this will inevitably
blur the boundaries to other forms of social identification such as
class, gender or age.

Evidence from two Sth to 7th century AD cemeteries in south-
eastern Germany shows that it is possible to develop a modef of early
medieval ethnicity that challenges both the nationalist paradigm and
culture historical concepts of ethnicity.

The Extraordinary Use of Ordinary Objects: Material
Expressions of Ethnic Identity in the Cemeteries of the First
African Baptist Churches, Philadelphia

John P. McCarthy, RPA (Pennsylvania Department of Transportation,
Pennsylvania, USA)

Many archaeologists have argued that material culture plays subtle,
but important, roles in the creation of meaning and identity in every-
day life experience. In early 19th-century Philadelphia free, urban
African Americans employed quite ordinary material objects to ex-
press community and ethnic identities in the extraordinary context of
laying the dead to rest. Non-Western burial practices that appear to
be derived from Creole slave culture and/or West African sources
included: 1) burial of a shoe on the top of the coffin, 2) burial of a
plate on the stomach of the deceased inside the coffin, and 3)
ptacement of a single coin in the coffin, usually near the head of the
deceased,

This paper will discuss these burial practices and consider them in
the contexts of Philadelphia‘s growth and industrialization in the first
half of the 19th century and the formation of African-American cul-
ture to argue that the considerably greater occurrence of these prac-
tices in the later of two cemeteries suggests the maintenance, o
revival, of Afiican identity as a active expression of resistance to
domination in a context of in-migration, economic stress, and grow-
ing racism. Finally, the paper will consider the implications of these
results for our understanding of the material expression of ethnicity
in the archaeological record.

The discursive space of Post World War 2 Japan and the fate of
archaeological discourse in Post-Modernity
Koji Mizoguchi (Kyushu University, fapan)

The discursive space of Post World War 2 Japan up to the late 1980s
can be characterized by its being situated in a world system in which
the US. occupies the centre. After the devastating war which had
totally discredited the pre-existing technologies of self-identification,
the Japanese invented a new one in which the US. was designated
as the dominant Other and the Japanese identified themselves
through reacting to/making sense of it,

In the new discursive space opened up by the above illustrated
move, the imagined/differentiated relationships between the US.
and Japan were metaphorically transformed to the relationships be-
tween all kinds of entities ranging from persons to nation states past
and present, and the position of the entity with which one identified
oneself with was made sense of. In archaeology, the refationships
between the US. and Japan were transformed fo that between
mainland Asia and the Japanese archipelago. In this discourse, the
archipelago was treated as if a well-bounded, unified entity, and its
inhabitants were depicted to have expressed their identity by crea-
tively reacting to influences from the Asian mainfand.

The end of the cold war has marked the end of the above illus-
trated technology of self-identification, and the position of the Other
in the self-identification of the Japanese, once occupied by the U5,
now has to be filled with a new entity. The past, which once was
treated as the Same for the seif-identification of the Japanese, is now

reinvented as the Other, and has begun functioning as the {imag-
ined) source of primordial ethnic identity.

By tracing the above iflustrated process, that roughly coincides
with the transformational process from Modernity to Post-modernity,
the paper wilt consider the causes of the global (re) rise of ethnocen-
trism and how we as archaeologists can react to it.

Afrocentric methodology in archaeology
Michael Reynier (University of Leicester) & Richard P. Benjamin (Uni-
versity of Liverpool)

The interpretation of the Black diasporic archaeological record could
gain new momentum through an Afrocentric paradigm. The Black
British archaeological record could also benefit from an Afrocentric
theoretical approach. One that focuses on the African archaeological
record of the UK. Also, Black people in the USA and the UK should
do more than get physically involved with public archaeology pro-
grams. The projects, from start to finish, should begin to be viewed
from a Black perspective. Not a predominantly white male, western
one. The notion of ethnicity would be addressed from a Black point
of view.

Archaeology and Views Beyond ‘Globalization-Multi-
culturalism' and Other Dualist Paradigms for Human Nature
and History

Stephanie Koemer (University of Manchester) and Russell Palmer
(University of Manchester)

Today we are seeing a virtual explosion of cross-disciplinary interest
in the dynamics of ‘globalization and multi-culturalism’ (eg. Miller
1995; Inda and Rosaldo eds. 2000; Geertz 2000"). Recent discussion
of relationships between the contents and socio-historical contexts of
archaeological research alerts us to the impact this interest has had
on the emergence of new lines of inquity structured around such
themes as: (a) the nature of 'cultural’ and/or 'ethnic identity’, and
the problem of equating the question as to the nature of ethnic
groups in the sense of self-conscious identity groups with that of the
nature of ‘archaeological cultures’; (b) agency, and (c) the discipline's
relationships to nationalist, imperialist and colanialist ideologies.

Yet the articulation of these new areas of archaeological interest
with cross-disciplinary discussions of processes of globalization and
muiti-culturalism remains all too often implicit. In consequence, few
archaeologists have: (a) assessed critically and constructively the con-
ceptual tools offered by frameworks for investigating the dynamics of
globalization, (b} challenged whalesale applications of highly gener-
alized received concepts and models, or {c) considered archaeology's
special relevance to issues posed by cross-disciplinary discussion of
these models. A detailed discussion of these problems lies beyond
the scope of the present contribution. Instead we attempt to show
why it is worthwhile to bring them up in this session, and argue for
initiating discussion of archaeology's relevance to the challenges fac-
ing attempts to go beyond core-periphery models of ‘globalization
and multi-culturalism’ and other dualist paradigms for human nature,
history and knowledge,

Geertz, C. 2000. Avajiable Light. Anthropological Reflections on
FPhilesophical Topics. Princeton; Princeton University Press.

Inda, J. X. and Rosalde, R. (eds) 2002a. ke Anthropology of
Globalization: A Reader. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers.

Koerner, 5. 2001. Archaeology, Nationalism, and Problems posed
by Science/ Values, Epistemology./Ontology Dichotomies. Word Ar-
chaeology Bufletin 14 (Aug/ Sept), pp. 57-96.

Miller, D. (ed.) 1995. Worlds Apart: Modemity Through the Prism
of the Local London: Routledge.
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22 December Morning Session

The Archaeology of Land Allotment

Adrian Chadwick (University of Wales College, Newport-Wessex Ar-
chaeology) and Helen Wickstead (University Colfege London),

9.20am  /ntroduction Adian Chadwick and Hefen Wickstead

9.30am  Flelds for discourse? Towards a theorised approach to the
archaeology of field systems. Adiian Chadwick

9.50am  An empty hole or a meaningful whole? Approaches to
the study of pit alignments. John Thomas

V0.10am  Class fb: ‘reguilar but generally rectangular felds:
Robert Johnston

10.30am  Coffee

11.00am  The view from above. Alison Deegan

11.20am  7he making of the Bronze Age landscape. David Yates

V1.40am  7he pleasant fand of counterpane: linking Site-specific

archacological land use to landscape-scale systems.
Helen Lewis

12.00pm  finding it different. Mark Knight

12.20pm  Discussion. Morning chair Andrew Fleming

12.45pm  Lunch

2.00pm  7BA Gretta Byme

2.20pm  Treading a thin line: maintaining the boundaties of a
Chifterns parish. Hannah Sackett

240pm  How long Is 2 Fiece of String in the Bronze Age? Survey-
ing Fractices and Measurement in the Bronze Age Field
Systems of Dartmoor. Helen Wickstead

3.00pm  Farly land aflotment on the Mariborough Downs. David
McOmish

3.20pm  Coffee

3.50pm  Brutes, Bullies and other obstructions™ Felds and people
in the Peak Tim Allen

4.10pm  7BA Seamus Caulfield

4.30pm  After Celtic fields' Richard Bradley

4.50-5.30pm Discussion. Afternoon chair Tom Williamson

Fields for discourse? Towards a theorised approach to the
archaeology of field systems

Adrizn Chadwick (University of Wales Colfege, Newport Wessex Ar-
chaeology}

The late 19705 and 1980s saw a series of ‘new approaches to an-
cient fields' (qv. Hayes 1981). In Britain, there were pioneering stug-
ies of prehistoric and Romano-British fieid systems and linear
boundaries in areas such as Dartmoor, the Fens and Fast Anglia, Not-
tinghamshire and Yorkshire, and Salisbury Plain. Medieval fields were
also a subject for renewed investigation and debate, These studies
were characterised not only by their extensive breadth of survey
and/or excavation, but also by the theoretical ideas current at the
time that drove many of the enquiries. The work of these authors
continues to be important, as does that of more recent researchers,
The work of the National Mapping Programme and recent volumes
on the Yorkshire Wolds and Salisbury Plain illustrate the scale and
size of prehistoric field systems, and the continued archaeological
interest in them. Despite this however, 1 would argue that little has
actually changed in field system and linear boundary studies within
archaeology, especially during the 1990s. Field systems, linear earth-
works and pit afignments still continue to be considered largely
within economic meta-narratives, or merely as chronological markers
in the landscape palimpsest. The communities creating and inhabit-




ing these fields are often either invisible, or portrayed as little more
than a lumpen peasantry or materially impoverished ‘hicks in the
sticks”. Why is this so?

There have been considerable improvements in the methodologi-
cal tools we can use, including palaeo-environmentat and micromor-
phological analyses, aerial photography, GIS, excavation techniques,
ethnographic studies and theoretical ideas concerning human socie-
ties. These should allow us to write much more fine-grained archae-
ologies. The histories we write could be setting these features within
more nuanced and localised considerations of landscape, taskscape,
inhabitation, seasonality, complexity, access and restriction, persis-
tence and discontinuity. By weaving the lives of people, plants and
animals together with critical ideas conceming landscape, material
culture, structure and agency, we can produce challenging, exciting
and more explicitly theoretical narratives that explore routine, every-
day practices in the past.

Hayes, P. 1981. New approaches to ancient fields. n G. Barker
(ed.) Frehistoric Communities in Northern Fngland. Sheffield: De-
partment of Prehistory and Archaeology, pp. 105-121.

An empty hole or a meaningful whole? Approaches to the study
of pit alignments
John Thomas (University of Lefcester Archaeological Services)

Pit alignments are a common but enigmatic landscape feature of the
1* mitlennium BC. These features, which are largely confined to cen-
tral and eastem areas of Britain, are generally accepted as some of
the first major landscape divisions of the period. Consisting of long
lines of regularly spaced pits, their apparent 'dysfunctional' form has
set them apart from other broadly contemporary boundary systems
such as the Wessex linear ditches or the Dartmoor reaves.

During a period when the predominant boundary form was con-
tinuous, the permeable nature of pit alignments has encouraged de-
bate over the effectiveness of what has been seen from a modemn
viewpoint, as a non-functional boundary feature. Such attitudes have
been reflected in the predominantly ‘common sense’ explanations of
pit alignments to date, Interpretations of the use of pit alignments
have acknowledged their unusual form, but by and large have failed
to transcend the common sense approach. Although purely func-
tional explanations of pit alignments go some way towards reaching
an insight of their original significance, a more rounded understand-
ing must take into account human involvement, and the thought
processes behind this involvement. It is possible that our understand-
ing of these monuments may have missed the point, and it may be
that their importance lies in their intentionally 'different’ form.

in the light of recent reappraisals of the way in which life was or-
ganised during the 1*" millennium BC, it may be more appropriate to
consider the symbolism of pit alignments as well as their functional
aspects. Taking the view that archaeological features cannot be fully
interpreted without a consideration of the human thought processes
behind their construction, earlier explanations of pit alignments wili
be considered and compared to more 'humanistic’ approaches, A
number of case studies, largely from the midlands, will be examined
to illustrate the argument that pit alignments represent important,
symbolic early boundaries in the transformation between open and
enclosed landscapes.

Class Ib: ‘irregular but generally rectangular fields'
Robert Johnston (University of Wales, Bangor)

The discussion of prehistoric land allotment frequently centres upon
the well-known and most visually impressive examples, Often left out
of the discussion are the many small, irregularly shaped plots and
fields bounded, though not always fully enclosed, by low banks or
rickles of stone. They have been recorded in many upland areas of
Britain where they are usually found associated with hut circle set-
tlements and occasionally cairnfields. The form and context of these
boundaries is interesting. They enclose small spaces, often in close
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proximity to house structures, yet they are rarely sufficiently substan-
tial to have acted as a barrier to livestock, They are constructed from
field-cleared stone, though it is not clear whether it the act of clear-
ance that creates the field, or if a boundary acted as convenient loca-
tion for the deposition of fieldstone. This paper will discuss these
issues with reference to changing traditions of tenure and stone
clearance during later prehistory.

The view from above
Alison Deegan (Independent Consultant)

Air photographs can give unigue views of the past. Archaeological
aetial survey (photographing, mapping, recording and interpreting) is
patticularly adept at identifying the long ditches, banks and pit
alignments that are the markers of land allotment and boundaries.
Aerial survey has its limitations, and these must be clearly explicated,
but careful observation and intelligent mapping and recording can
give chronological depth to cropmark landscapes, The potential for
aerial survey to contribute more than just two-dimensional plans can
be seen in the work of the National Mapping Programme (NMP) and
other research and developer-funded projects. The medium-scale
mapping of the NMP has provided insights into fandscapes such as
those in which Riley's "brickwork plan' fields, Lincolnshire's multi-
ditched boundaries and Northamptonshire’s articulated pit align-
ments are found. Larger-scale survey, undertaken as part of the plan-
ning process, informs and enhances hoth pre-development
investigations and post-excavation analysis and synthesis,

Current methodologies and recording procedures however, may
be too coarse to retrieve key information retrospectively and, not
withstanding the flexibility and potential of GIS, registering macro-
scale survey with data of millimetric accuracy is a challenge. Alone,
maps from air photegraphs document location, morphology and size
but when integrated with other spatfal, cultural and environmental
data their archaeological value is compounded.

The making of the Bronze Age landscape
Dave Yates (University of Reading)

During the Later Bronze Age distinct zones of formal landscape were
constructed in lowland Southern Britain. Each was characterised by
the building of both co-axial and aggregate field systems together
with elaborate stock enclosures and integrated droveways. Such land
appropriation reflects a new social value attached to prime land. Such
a rational economic maximisation explanation of boundary creation is
however limited, for the shaping and use of the new forma! land-
scapes, including the sunwise orientation of land boundaries, sug-
gests that communities were constructing vast monumental
landscapes. The drive to build such social grids may also have had
more to do with signalling membership of a wider inter-regional ex-
change network.

The pleasant land of counterpane; linking sitespecific
archaeological Jand use to landscape-scale systems
Helen Lewis {University of Cambricige)

This paper will address the issue of whether the application of meth-
ods aimed at exploring site-specific cultural activity in the landscape
beyond the settfement site can allow us to address the assumptions
we hold on how fields and land use relate to ancient social organisa-
tion, landscape perceptions, and use of space in the landscape. The
focus will be on fields: the field as a feature deserves attention in
landscape archaeology, not least because it forces one to address the
perceived nature: culture divide by presenting a spatial and temporal
physical entity in which these two categeries are melded. The study
of fields, and especially field systems, has a long history in the ar
chaeology of north-west Europe. There have, however, been few cases
of research into fields that have integrated the 'subsistence’ with the
‘domestic’ and 'ritual’ arenas. Despite the known spatial and assumed
conceptual relationships existing between ancient fields, dwellings
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and burial monuments in the region, fields and field systems appear
to be interpreted mainly as having fixed meanings and forms. They
are perceived either as being incidental to other cultural remains, or
else their evidence is abducted into the purely *ritual' sphere. The
practical and theoretical difficulties in relating these various aspects
of the archaeological record are the focus of this paper.

Finding it different
Mark Knight (Cambridge Archaeological Unit)

The Bronze Age was not inhabited by farmers or archaeologists. No
matter how much farmers or archaeologists work the fand, be it keep-
ing sheep or walking landscapes, neither can claim that these kinds
of experience afford them some kind of special insight into Bronze
Age practice. ‘Farmers-sense’ approaches to prehistory must be
viewed with the same scepticism as particufar phenomenalogical ap-
proaches, especially if we want to get beyond ‘the past was just like
the present’ interpretations. Fortunately for everyone concemed, the
Bronze Age was inhabited by different humanities that had different
histories from farmers or archaeologists. Finding it different discovers
that the relationships between the features that make up the Bronze
Age {round barrows, fieldsystems and settlement) contradict a
farmer's world view of prehistory and dares to suggest that there was
more to 'land division' than farming.

Other key words: buiiders weavers singers cleaners knappers war-
riors fishers potters healers hunters carpenters sailors dancers butch-
ers miners travellers brewers painters teachers squatters metalworkers

TBA
Gretta Byme (Celde Fields Centre, Co. Maya)

Treading a thin line: maintaining the boundaries of a Chilterns
parish
Hannah Sackett (University of Leicester) (reserve paper)

The simple forms of banks, hedges and ditches often used to create
land divisions mask their complexity. Identifying land divisions in the
archaeological record is only part of the challenge. Once we have as-
serted that a given feature is, for example, a boundary, we need to
ask how that boundary was perceived and experienced by the people
inhabiting the landscape. This paper explores this point by fooking at
how the same parish boundary {Menks Risborough, Buckingham-
shire) was recorded, maintained and experienced at two different
points in time (the tenth century and the nineteenth century). In do-
ing so, this paper also addresses issues of how land divisions have
been represented, both in the past and in archaeological publica-
tions. It also looks at the role of paper and practice in the mainte-
nance of parish boundaries over a thousand years,

How long is a Piece of String in the Bronze Age? Surveying
Practices and Measurement in the Bronze Age Field Systems of
Bartmoor.

Helen Wickstead (University College London)

The spatial arrangement of coaxial boundaries has in the past been
seen as evidence for centralised organisation in Bronze Age societies,
It has been argued that structural regularities in prehistoric field sys-
tems, repeated across farge tracts of the enclosed landscape, must
have resulted from the execution of a pre-ordained plan. Devising
and enforcing this plan would have required a prehistoric *planning
aythority” which could have comprised either an administrative elite
or some kind of more democratic institution. This paper re-examines
the above idea using the results of research | am undertaking for my
thesis. | am applying a range of quantitative methods to the Dart-
moor field systems and their environment. This paper focuses on the
analysis of enclosure dimensions in an attempt to suggest how pre-
historic people surveyed their fields and what kinds of possibilities for
social organisation these practices may have brought into being.
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Early land ailotment on the Marlborough Downs
David McOmish (English Heritage)

This paper will review the detailed histories of land use on the Mark-
borough Downs during the 4™-1*" millennia BC and attempt to char-
acterise the significant modifications that resulted in repeated re-
workings of this block of chalkland. Episcdic but fundamental
changes were played out across a fairly restricted geological and to-
pographical range, and there were associated transformations in ma-
terial culture - all of this impacted in the ways that the landscape
was used, adapted and lived-in. Paramount amongst this was the
development over time of what we could, prosaically, term the 'do-
mestic' landscape — a landscape seemingly recognisable ta us be-
cause of the familiarity of its component parts, namely fields and
settlements. Discussion will focus largely on these fields and their
systems, as well as other forms of land division, and will provide a
commentary on the complex and often contradictory inter-
relationship between agrarian and settlement histories. A clearer
chronological definition is essential here and an attempt will be
made to provide a framework upon which to fix the major develop-
ments witnessed in the Martborough Downs landscape during the
4™1* millennia BC.

‘Brutes, Bullies and other obstructions": fields and people in the
Peak
T Allen {University of Sheffield)

In a group of villages and farms in the southern Peak of Derbyshire,
preserved in the shapes of the fields are the relics of past refation-
ships between people, and past understandings of how the world
might be ordered. When in the late seventeenth century Elizabeth
Wheeldon recalled the 'Brutas Bullies and other obstructions’she and
her fellow parishioners had to avoid when walking the bounds of
Hognaston Parish, we see something of the tensions that existed be-
tween different understandings of community, property and land.

This is a paper about places and what they might have meant to
people, and how the physicat forms of land division persisted in new
contexts to gain new meanings, The village of Bradboume and its
neighbours in the southern Peak has been the focus of my PhD re-
search. My work has run alongside an ongoing programme of survey
and excavation around Bradbourne undettaken by the University of
Sheffield Department of Archaeology and Prehistory, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Mark Edmonds, Dr. John Moreiand and myself.

TBA
Seamus Cauffield (University College Dublin)

After Celtic fields
Richard Bradiey (University of Reading)

For many years Celtic fields were regarded as one of the archetypal
features of the British Iron Age - as indeed the name suggests. Their
creation and operation were fundamental to reconstructions of the
Iron Age economy and even to experiments that sought to recreate
prehistoric agriculture. Recent work, especially by David Yates, has
shown that the great majority of lowland field systems in southern
England were created during the Middle and/or Late Bronze Ages
and that very few of these systems extended far into the Iron Age.
The same argument can be advanced for earthwork systems in the
uplands. It seems likely that ‘Celtic’ fields were little used in the very
periods with the strongest evidence for Iron Age farming. Their crea-
tion did not resume until the.late pre-Roman period.




Composing nature: how societies make sense of
the world
Joshua FPollard (University of Wales College, Newport), Robert Jofins-

ton (University of Wales, Bangor) and Vicki Cummings (Cardiff Uni-
versity)

Following on from the 'Society in nature' session at TAG in 1998, this
session will present substantive examples which will explore the
range of ways that societies make sense of the world around them.
While it has been acknowledged for some time that dichotomies such
as culture and nature, and mind and body, are modernist constructs,
there have been few archaeological explorations which investigate
ways of working around or beyond these dualisms. Getting beyond
the culture nature dualism is not simply about breaking down di-
chotomies but about constructing contextually specific world-views in
their place. In this session we want to explore the relationship be-
tween people in the past and their surroundings. In particular, we are
keen to explore issues which relate to the interface between humans
and non-humans in past societies, and how people understand and
conceptualise what we describe as the "natural world’, How did peo-
ple compose their own societies in relation to non-human (and often
unaltered) things? How did people actively build and rework particu-
lar kinds of boundaries?

9.00am Introduction Joshua Pollard, Bob lohnston and Vicki
Cummings

9.10am  There’s something about sarsen... Joshua Pollard

9.30am "His accounts do not easily separate the natural from the
social”: the natural, the social and Martin Martin's ac-
counts of the Western isles in the seventeenth century
Cole Henley

9.50am  Human and animal bodies in Frtebolle social relations,
Chris Fowler

10.10am  No Culture. No Nature. No Difference. Swords in the
Later Frefistory of North-Western Europe. Mike Williams

10.30am Tea break

11.00am  “They painted the world and everything in it* - the Im-
mediate and Extended Interface of California Rock Art
Dave Rohinson

11.20am  Circlescapes Aaron Watson

V1.40am  Making mountains: conceptualising natural places in
Neolithic Britain Vicki Cummings

1200pm  Lnderworlds: mines and caves in Bronze Age north
Wales Bob Johnston

12.20pm  Discusston

There's something about sarsen...
Joshua Pollard (University of Wales Colfege, Newport)

Adopting a fully contextual and biographical approach to particular
phenomena provides one way of moving beyond the problematic na-
turesculture dichotomy. Here such an approach is employed in inves-
tigating the changing contextualization of stone within the landscape
of the Upper Kennet Valley, Wiltshire. Transformations in the relative
conceptual ‘distance’ between people’s inhabitation of the landscape
and its distinctive sarsen stonescapes are explored from the late
Mesolithic to the present. As locations for the working and deposition
of other stones, early in the Neolithic sarsens were woven into the
fabric of human taskscapes, became places in their own right, and
were perhaps even invested with animistic qualities. It may have
been an appreciation of their ‘agency’ that led to the movement and
transformation of some and their incorporation into the fabric of
monuments. By the early modem periad, a categorical distinction
between ‘natural’ stones and those forming humanly-created monu-
ments was beginning to emerge: they became variously relics of pa-
ganism, a hindrance and a commercial tesource (once modified). We
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still eperate within this legacy, and this has implications for the way
in which we investigate, think and write about, and conserve ‘natural’
sarsens versus those forming elements of the Avebury region's Neo-
lithic monument complex. This is not a tale of 'nature and culture’,
nor of 'no nature, no culture’, but rather a story of how ontological
and materfal relationships are shifting and contextual across time and
within any given cultural setting.

"His accounts do not easily separate the natural from the social™ the
natural, the social, and Martin Martin's accounts of the Western Isles
in the seventeenth century

Cole Henley (Cardiff)

In 1703 Martin Martin's A description of the Western Islands of
Scotland was published, chronicling his travels in this area and pro-
viding detailed accounts of the history, customs, traditions, and be-
liefs of the people he encountered, and the natural world in which
they lived. Martin's accounts were published at a time when the
western world, through natural philosophy, the colonization and ex-
pleration of new worlds, and the industrial revolution, was beginning
to classify and categorise the world in new and different ways.

In this paper | want to examine the implications of Martin's work
in the context of an emerging natural-social dualism, the ways in
which he considered the relationship between people and the world
in which they lived, and how this differed from the prevalent perspec-
tives of the time. Furthermore, through closer inspection of Martin's
work we can begin to see how a series of other dualism came to be
chaflenged.

Human and animal bodies in Ertebolle social relations.
Chits Fowler {University of Manchester)

Some ethnographers have described social relations with animals and
other natural things under the terms animism, totemism and natural-
ism. There are disagreements about the definitions of these terms,
but Descola {1996) suggests that naturalist relations objectify ani-
mals as alienated products, and that totemic relations protect and
curate animals which Ingold (2000} argues are, like humans, pro-
duced from an ancestral landscape. Ingold, Descola, Bird-David and
others suggest that animistic relations treat animals, objects and
other natural phenomena as potential persons formed through ongo-
ing relationships and engaged with dialogically. Two of these 'modes
of identification’ — totemism and animism ~ are described as usually
co-present to varying degrees. Descola also identifies three 'modes of
refations' — predatory, protective, and reciprocal — which crass-cut his
‘modes of identification’. These distinctions cannot be equated with
types of subsistence economy, like agrarianism, pastoralism or forag-
ing. Rather they describe modes of relationships not only hetween
humans and animals, but also between humans and any type of en-
tity — including other human beings.

Although there are several problems inherent in the construction of
categories like these, the idea that there are different co-present modes
of interaction between the human and the non-human is potentially
useful in thinking about the past. This paper will suggest that we can
examine human relations with animals and other *natural’ things in a
comparable way to human relations with other humans, Were there
social modes of engagement with animals that paralieled or were radi-
cally at odds to those between people? In particular, how do the differ-
ent or over-lapping treatments of human and animat bodies provide a
useful basis for understanding social relations both between humans
and with the non-human? This paper will interpret a range of relation-
ships between human and animal bodies in the aceramic Ertebolle of
southem Scandinavia. In particular | will argue that Erteballe society
could be described as ‘multi-natural’ (Viveitos de Castro 1896), with
people defined through their engagement with the natural and particu-
larly animal world. Heterogeneous relationships between the human
and non-human will be explored through Erteballe cemeteries, focusing
on how the generation of social bodies also naturalised an understand-
ing of the material world.

Descola, P. 1996, Constructing natures: symhbolic ecology and so-
cial practice. In Descola, P. and Palsson, G. {eds.) Mature and Society:
anthropological perspectives. Routledge, London, pp. 82-102.

Ingeld, T. 2000. Totemism, animism and the depiction of ani-
mals. In Ingold, T. The perception of the environment: essays in livelf-
hood, dwelling and skifl Routedge, London. pp. 111-131.

Viveiros de Castro, E. 1996. Cosmolagical deixis and Amerindian
perspectivism: a view from Amazonia. JRA/4: 469-88,

No Culture. No Nature. No Difference. Swords in the Later
Prehistory of North-Western Europe.
Mike Williams (University of Reading)

The culture-nature dichotomy has been expanded to include varied
constructs but, at its most fundamental, it seems to describe what is
human, and therefore conscious, against what is not human, and
therefore inanimate. Whilst such rigid categorisation has been rightly
attacked, particularly when it has been uncritically applied to past
societies, very little has been proposed to take its place. What is
needed is another way of looking at the world that avoids the rigidity
of Western and modernist thought. This paper suggests that such a
world-view exists in those traditional societies that adhere to a sha-
manic cosmology, where there is no ontological difference between
humans and non-humans since everything is considered alive and is
therefore conscious, When applied to the past, this view challenges
the way the archaeological record is usually interpreted and provides
for a truly radical alternative. Taking later prehistoric swords as its
example, this paper suggests that, rather than viewing swords as in-
animate objects that were made, used and discarded by humans, they
were actually seen as alive and containing a consciousness of their
own. Swords were not made but were bomn. They were not used but
fived. And they were not discarded but died. In the prehistoric past,
swords were considered equal to humans. No culture. No nature, No
difference.

“They painted the world and everything in it" - the Immediate
and Extended Interface of California Rock Art
Dave Robinson (University of Cambridge)

Rack art can be conceptualized as a physical medium that was em-
ployed to negotiate both physical and imagined boundaries. Drawing
upon the interpretation of indigenous perceptions gleaned from Cali-
fornia ethnographic sources, this paper attempts to explore how the
use of materiality engaged individuals within multiplicities of dis-
courses. Rack art provided more than one trajectory within this nexus.
As a manipulative substance, pigment in particufar facilitated both
personal contact with places of importance and communication with
wider pawers of agency. This paper explores the intersections and
correspondences between people, places, things and the extended
environment of indigenous California,

Circlescapes
Aaron Watson (University of Reading)

From the north of Scotland to southern England, Neolithic stone cir-
cles and henges were frequently situated within basins or river valleys
so as 10 be enclosed and contained by hills. Sometimes referred to as
‘circular landscapes, these distinctive refationships dramatically jux-
tapose monumental architecture against the surrounding topography.
What was the relationship between the users of these monuments
and the wider landscape? Were standing stones and earthworks in-
tended to separate Neolithic people from the naturat world, or might
their experiences have been entirely different?

in order to consider these questions, this paper will reflect upon
how archaeologists actively rework their own encounters with Neo-
lithic places in order to make sense of them, While we might increas-
ingly acknowledge the modemist constructs embedded within
interpretations of the Neolithic, it is at the same time extremely diffi-
cult for us to see beyond them. In order to construct new Neolithic
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world-views, it may first be necessary to question our own, as well as
to supplement traditional modes of fiefdwork observation and com-
munication with other ways of telling. These issues will be explored
through the circular monuments of later Neolithic Britain, monu-
ments that appear to articulate unprecedented relationships between
people and their sumoundings.

Making mountains: conceptualising natural places in Neolithic
Britain
Vicki Cummings (University of Cardif)

In this paper ! will explore the meanings of a range of places that
have, as yet, produced no archaeological evidence of being ‘used’ in
the Neolithic. in particular the focus will be on the mountains of
western Britain but | will also discuss a series of other natural fea-
tures, What did Neolithic people think of these places? How did peo-
ple make sense of these places? How did they understand and
conceptualise places they may never have visited but which they
could see as they moved about in their everyday lives? | will argue
that locales such as mountains can only be understood in relation to
the unigue topographies of each individual area. in this sense, the
meaning of mountains and other natural places would have been
contextually-specific within both space and time. But | will also ex-
plore the properties of these places, the agency of these places and
their role in the creation of the mythologies and wortld-views of Neo-
lithic Britain.

Underworlds: mines and caves in Bronze Age north Wales
Bob Johinston (University of Wales, Bangor)

The extraction of copper ore during the second millennium BC cre-
ated an architecture of stone fissures, tunnels and caverns. These
spaces were opened as people followed the seams of ore-rich depos-
its both on the surface and through a network of tunnels: ‘natural’
spaces were exposed and defined by humans. To be successful, these
excavations required an intimate understanding of the properties of
the ore and the surrounding rock. They also obliged the miners to
confront underworlds; unhuman and perhaps unnatural places con-
cealing latent dangers that had the potential to be physically and
spiritually destructive. This coming together of human and nonhuman
worlds was not an alien experience; caves and fissures had for a long
time been the focus for a variety of occupation and votive practices,
This study explores the extent to which initial encounters with mining
spaces were structured by the existing ontological significance of un-
derworlds, as evidenced by earlier and contemporary deposits in
nearby caves.

Sense and sensibility - reflections on the ontol-
ogy and epistemology of GIS
Doortje Van Hove and Ulla Rajala

9.00am  Sense and sensibility - reflections on the ontology and
epistemology of GI5. Ulla Rajala

9.20am lime and experience: taskscapes within G5, Doortje Van
Hove

940am  On the concept of virtual archaeology: for a definition of
spatial information modelfing processes. Stefania Merlo

10.00am  Sensuoys GIS: an alternative to visibility analysis. Mat-
thew Fitzjohn

10.20am  Coffee

10.40am  Forensic Geography and GIS, Gianna Ayala

11.00am  Making GIS more culturally sensitive. Caroline Phillips

11.20am  Discussion




200pm  Listening to the fandscapes: modeling past soundscapes
within GI5. Dimitrij Mlekuz

220pm  Spatial Variables as Froxies for Modeling Cognition and
Decision-Making in Archaeological Settings: A Theoreti-
caf Perspective. Thomas Whitley

245pm  Coffee

330pm  Bringing it all back home: the practical visual environ-
ments of Southeast Evrapean tells. Steve Trick

3.30pm  Personal experiences and general characteristics — corre-
lating aspects of the Breton Neolithic landscape. Corinne
Roughley

350pm  The Sociable Hunter-Gatherers: A Regional Fxamination
into the Social lnteraction of the Natufian Culture in the
Southern Levant Carla Parslow

4.20pm  Discussion

Sense and sensibility - reflections on the ontology and
epistemology of GIS
Ulla Rajala (University of Cambridge)

In this paper | will try to approach the basics of archaeological GIS by
reviewing different types of studies from the philosophical point of
view. At an elementary level, | will discuss what has been supposed
to be legitimate to study and what kind of world archaeclogists think
they are studying with points, lines, polygons, TINs and grids. | will
attempt to define the characteristics of knowledge we archaeologists
use in research and what kind of conclusions we can draw from that
knowledge. Does GIS modelling make sense? What might be a sensi-
ble way to build a theoretical frame of reference? | will consider the
possibility of 'post-postprocessual’ answers,

Time and experience: taskscapes within GIS
Doorije Van Hove (University of Southampton)

Within the archaeological discipline, the agency debate has re-
emphasised the importance of human volition within the archaeo-
logical landscape. Human action is infiuenced by how groups per-
ceive their worlds and, more importantly, structured by the
accommodation of affordances, created by the dynamic interplay be-
tween humans and their animate and inanimate surroundings. This
conceptualises the notion of 'taskscape’, in which different interpreta-
tions of space, time and accumulated experience generate a variety
of poiential pictures of past human fives. Human taskscapes are dy-
namic and built upon the historicity of human action, emphasising
that spatial patterns of human practice are not static but contexts
reflecting back on past and predicting future behaviour.

For archaeological analyses of the spatial structure of past human
activities, the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) has
mostly been restricted to the recognition of spatial patterns in one-
dimensional space and time, Static GIS therefore yields only an ahis-
torical picture of the past. Dynamic or temporal GIS includes the pos-
sibifity of looking at dynamic taskscapes over time, enabling them to
become both medium for and outcome of human action.

Current PhD research by the author theorises the implications of
the implementation of taskscapes for past human practice, through
land use modelling within the southem Calabrian {ltaly) Neolithic,
using temporal GIS. This paper will specifically discuss outcomes of
dynamic simulation models and interpretations of results to empha-
sise an alternative approach to southem Italian Neofithic culture,

On the concept of virtual archaeology: for a definition of
spatial information modelling processes.
Stefania Merlo (University of Cambridge)

This papet aims to clarify the concept of virtual archaeology as stated
by Reilly in 1991 and address the issue of three-dimensional madel-
ling of archaeological deposits. Recent literature (in particular papers
from the CAA Conferences) has been increasingly interested in the
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application of virtual reality and GIS techniques for excavation re-
cording and intra-site analysis. Despite this effort, it can be argued
that most archaeologists have failed to tackle the main implications
of stch an issue. In fact, sites and monuments are still recorded, visu-
alised and interpreted in two or, at best, 2 dimensions. The major-
ity of time, on site, is spent forcing data into plans and sections that
give a false view of the world, The challenge to improve the quality of
archaeological data is met by considering three-dimensional spatial
modelling as the modelling of an analytical research process. The
pracess consists of the integration of different phases, from the de-
compasition of the archaeological deposit to its re-compasition as the
electronic virtual model. Gardin's logicistic approach for the formal-
ization of archaeological reasoning is used for the cognitive explora-
tion of the entire process which is not only dependent on the objects
per se, but on the codification used in the description.

Sensuous GIS: an alternative to visibility analysis
Matthew Fitzjohn (University of Cambridge)

"Sight paints 2 picture of life, but sound, touch, taste, and smell are
actually life itself’ (Sullivan and Gill 1975:181)

Much of archaeological understanding is grounded in visualisa-
tion. One of the most important parts of archaeological fieldwork is
te experience monuments and the landscape by going to 'see' them,
Yet we have tended to ignore the fact when ‘seeing’ these places we
are also touching, smelling and hearing the environment. Following
our experiences in the field, we have used maps to locate our find-
ings and observe the distribution of archaeological sites through
time. GIS has been used increasingly to integrate and visualise a vari-
ety of environmental and cultural digital data in the hope of under-
standing not only the distributions of sites but also landscape
meaning in the past. One of the most profific means of ‘seeing’ past
landscape meaning has been through the use of visibility analysis.
This paper will present some recent attempts to overcome the prob-
lems of carrying out ‘sight’ based GIS analysis and propose some al-
ternative ways of a creating a more sensuous archaeology.

Forensic Geography and GIS
Gianna Ayala (University of Cambridge)

This paper will discuss the use of GIS in the study of past landscape
dynamics and land use practices in the Mediterranean Upfands. Cul-
tural landscapes are often investigated following either environ-
mental or humanistic paradigms. Through the use of GIS an attempt
has been made to merge the two in the study of an upland river val-
ley in central Sicily.

Using a geoarchaeological approach, this investigation has mod-
elted the effects of human impact on the physical environment, This
paper will discuss how this form of modelling has led to an under-
standing not only of the physical development of this landscape but
also the formation and evolution of the cultural landscape through
time.

Making GIS more culturally sensitive
Caroline Phillips (Whakatane, New Zealand)

Settlement pattern studies began in the 1970s with analyses of the
archaeological landscape to discover the environmental, economic
and political systems of the past. These earlier methods have now
been computerised into GIS, sometimes with the addition of cogni-
tive approaches such as viewshed analysis. The bases for most of
these were the geographic studies of the 1960s, and universal prob-
lems have been acknowledged in transporting these techniques from
moderm urban situations to an archaeological database. However,
there are also less well-recognised assumptions that are exposed
when the models are applied to an archaeological landscape where
there is some ethnographic control.

In New Zealand, archaeologists have followed the international
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trends, but failed to notice the contradictions between the assump-
tions underlying settlement models and pre-contact Maori patterns of
land use. Detailed ethnographic studies in one region demonstrate
that the standard approaches assume complete, or at least unbiased,
site distribution; contemporaneity, or at least a repeating pattern of
settlement; permanent, or repeated seasonal occupation; and limited
mobility with discrete economic and political territories. None of
these requirements werte present in the Maori land use practices of
the study area.

These findings indicate that new settlement pattern models are
required that can answer questions of changing complexity, speciali-
sation and permanence, It is hoped that research in other areas,
where there is a strong ethnographic record, can assist in the devel-
opment of new models, which may offer alternative interpretations
for those places where the ethnographic record is not present.

Listening to the landscapes: modeling past soundscapes within GIS
Dimitrif Miekuz (University of Liubliana)

Recent years have brought a range of diverse and innovative ap-
proaches that address the complexities of people-landscape interac-
tions. GIS studies have tried to keep up with these approaches by
developing the viewshed studies. Those approaches and applications,
however, involve a cential problem which lies in the confusion of the
concept of vision and that of perception. This problem stems, on the
one hand, from a privileged status of visual perception within the
Western civilization and the technical convenience of the ready-made
tools avaifable in the GIS toolkit on the other.

The main motivation behind this paper is encouragement of new
ways of approaching (i.e. “listening to" instead or just "looking at")
the landscapes, thereby stressing the importance of multisensuous
approaches in the study of past [andscapes,

The paper critically discusses the use of the concept of “sound-
scape” (originally developed by the Canadian musicologist R. Murray
Schafer) within landscape archaeclogy and its implementation in GIS,
addressing several theoretical questions concerning the implementa-
tion of soundscape models and multisensuous approaches in general
within GIS:

s  What are the key differences between aural and visual perception
and why are they important for the understanding and modelling
of past landscapes?

o How are past landscapes created from individual sonic acts and
how are they related to the processes of social life in the land-
scapes?

» How are soundscapes related to other perceptual "scapes”?

Last but not least, the paper discusses some procedural and
pragmatical questions regarding the implementation of soundscapes
and the multisenstious approach to past landscapes within humanis-
tic GIS.

Spatial Variables as Proxies for Modeling Cognition and
Decision-Making in Archaeological Settings: A Theoretical
Perspective

Thomas Whitley (Brockington and Associates, lnc, Georgla, USA)

in recent years there has been a flourish of archaeological studies
focusing on cognition or psychological behavior on the basis of GIS
generated interpretations. These have taken two very different forms
on either side of the Atlantic. In the empirically-driven positivist
community of North American researchers, CRM projects have cre-
ated a tendency toward using GIS based archaeological data in the
context of so-called "predictive modeling“or within typically large
scale interpretations of environmental motivations for settlement.
This perspective has its origins in the nature of the North American
archaeological record, and the development and dominance of proc-
essualism. In contrast, the highly complex European archaeological
record and the influence of both post-processualism and landscape
forms of archaeclogy have led to a European focus on using GIS as a
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tool for reconstructing social and cognitive interpretative landscapes.
Most frequently this has been in the form of visibility and viewshed
analyses of henge-type monuments, hill fortifications and their sur-
rounding environs. The disconnect between these two dichotomous
traditions suggests on the one hand that North American approaches
could benefit from methods that generate a more enriching discus-
sion of agency and social theory, while European approaches could
benefit from a less speculative form of empirical argumentation,
These ideas may come together through the use of an enhanced ap-
proach to explanation and causality {in keeping with developments in
the history and philosophy of science) and key tools such as the use
of spatial variables as proxies for cognitive decision-making and so-
cial agency.

Bringing it all back home: the practical visual environments of
Southeast European tells
Steve Trck (University of Cardiff)

The primacy given to the visual in much GIS-based analysis has re-
cently been a subject of much criticism. This debate has been in-
formed by ethnographic studies which argue that outside Western
European society, rather than being the dominant sense, vision can
often contribute a lesser role in environmental perception. While
these studies are important for highlighting the different configura-
tions that sensory perception can take, observations amongst other
socfal groups bear testament to the importance of the visual. A re-
cent study by Mark Haris of the Paruaros, a small- scale rural com-
munity dwelling in the floodplain of the Amazon river, has
highlighted the importance that visual events play in informing peo-
ple about rhythmic changes in their surroundings, and practical op-
portunities brought about through attendance to these changes.

Using GIS-based tools as a method for investigating visual per-
ception, these ideas are explored through a case study from Neolithic
Southeast Europe. In Southern Romania during the latter half of the
Sth millennium BC people chose the active fluvial environments of
river floodplains as the places in which to found villages that would
become monumental tells.

Incorporating recent developments in the application GIS-based
vistbility analysis, this paper explores the nature of vision within this
riverine landscape, focussing particularly on the zones habitually
viewed from tells, and the presence of people and practical opporty-
nity within these zones.

Hartis, M. 2000. {ife on the Amazon: the Anthropology of a Bra-
Zifian Peasant Village. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Personal experiences and general characteristics - correlating
aspects of the Breton Neolithic [andscape
Corinne Roughley (University of Cambridge)

it is now more widely accepted that GIS is not inherently restricted
to envirenmentally deterministic analyses. Indeed, there is a growing
hody of researchers using GIS and other modelling techniques who
are striving to incorporate insights from contemporary archaeological
theory into their work. However, there are still relatively few in depth
examples which demonstrate the eontribution GI$ and related tech-
niques can make to wider cumrent archaeological debates. This is in
part because the majority of archaeological computing papers still
concentrate on one, or possibly two, techniques cumrently being ap-
plied to a case study. Whilst the development of novel techniques
{e.g. Llobera 2000) is crucial, their impact on wider archaeological
questions often remains fimited.

This paper demonstrates the importance of utilising a wide range
of techniques in the pursuit of answers to archaeological questions.
The relationships between the different Neolithic monuments in
solthern Brittany have been the subject of extensive and vigorous
debate over the last 150 years (eg Bojout and Cassen, Anitiquity
1993}, By considering this impottant archaeological landscape using
a wide range of techniques, from unfashionable spatial statistics,




through novel terrain characterisation algorithms, to dynamic visuali-
sation, it has been possible to contribute significantly to current de-
bates in ways which would not have been possible if a specific
method had been relied upon. Supporting person-centric visualisa-
tions of specific monuments with wider statistical analysis increases
their contribution to archaeological debate, rather than undermining
theoretical credibility. Each individual technigue has limitations in its
theoretical appropriateness and technical applicability, but by using a
diversity of approaches, we can greatly enhance the archaeological
relevance of our work.

The Sociable Hunter-Gatherers: A Regional Examination into
the Social interaction of the Natufian Culture in the Southern
Levant.

Carla Parsiow (University of Toronte, Canada)

This paper examines possible indicators of social agency in the
Natufian cufture through the employment of a geographical informa-
tion system (GIS). The Natufian culture (ca. 12,500-10,500 BP)
represents the final peried of archaeologically known hunter-
gatherers in the Southem Levant, and is critical to our understanding
of the transition from mobile hunter-gatherers to sedentary hunter-
gatherer-farmers. Previous research, focused on core and periphery
areas of the Natufian culture, has shed considerable light on the pa-
laeo-environment, technology and material culture, and settlement
and subsistence strategies. Within the core area, there is an overall
consistency in technology and material culture, while variability is
much greater in the periphery. Previous researchers have explained
this vanability from an ecological perspective. This paper is unique in
that it focuses on technological and material culture similarities from
a diachronic and spatial perspective. Topics explored include the
problem of employing a social agency paradigm rather than the cur-
rent ecological trend for interpreting Natufian behaviour, and dealing
with cultural and ecological data at the intersite and intrasite level. It
is proposed that archaeologists can understand social interactions
and settlement strategies by treating material culture as a medium
between humans, their actions and their environment.

Integrating Egyptology - science and theory in
Egyptology
Soniz R Zakrzewski (Southampton} & Rachael Dann (Durham)

9.00am  Science as Status: Clarifving the Significance of Science

in Ancient Egyptian Cufture, Elizabeth Mind

8.20am  Currently conflicting contexts: Astronomy, History of As-
tronomy, Archaeoastronomy and Egyptology. Dr Kate
Spence

940am  Conceptualising the Body in Ancient Fgypt Kathiyn
Piquette

10.00am Coffee

10.20am  Ancient Egyptian Mummies: A Resource For Scientific
Research. Professor Rosalie David

1040am  Jechnology into Tradition.: the application of statistical
analysis and Geographical Information Systems to the
analysis of Fgyptian mortuary data. Joanne M. Rowland

11.00am  /nvestigation of diet and subsistence in Fredynastic and
Dynastic Egypt through stable isotope analysis. Alex H.
Thompson

11.20am  Discussion

Science as Status: Clarifying the Significance of Science in
Ancient Egyptian Culture.
Eiizabeth Hind (University of Liverpool)

This session seeks to explore the impact scientific techniques could
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have on the study of Egyptology. However, there is another issue in
uniting science and Egyptology, the problem of looking at the science
of the ancient Egyptians themselves. History of science has been al-
lowed to be separate from mainstream histories and archaeologies.

In histories of mathematics ancient Egyptian mathematics is
treated as a curiosity, a prologue to the story of Greek mathematics.
in poputar culture the Egyptians are seen as magicians obsessed with
mortuary ritual. We must realise that this belief about the ancient
Egyptians affects the way in which the subject of Egyptology itself is
viewed by the general public and the rest of the academic commu-
nity. If we accept the idea that history is propaganda, that is written
to justify or validate a particular philosophy or world-view, then we
must consider to what extent modemn science is promoted by the his-
tory of science. We must also be vigilant as experts on the period of
history in question that conclusions drawn frem the histary of science
are suitably contextualised. This paper will consider ways in which
science can be brought into mainstream Egyptolagy and reassess the
nature of Egyptian scientific endeavour.

Currently conflicting contexts; Astronomy,
Astronomy, Archaecastronomy and Egyptology
Dr Kate Spence (University of Cambridge)

History of

The study of ancient Egyptian ‘astronomy’ is an area in which science
forms an important part of an integrated approach to the ancient
material. Research in this area is carried out by Egyptologists, As-
tronomers, Historians of Astronomy and Archaeecastronomers and by
a significant group of others interested in the field. There is research
that studies the ancient Egyptian approach to ‘astronomy’ and that
which uses science to reconstruct or examine aspects of the ancient
Egyptian material record, textual or archaeological.

Sensitive interpretation of the source material and an awareness of
context are essential: hard scientific fact is of no use if it is incorrectly or
inappropriately applied. However, what has become increasingly appar-
ent over the last few years is the extent 1o which interpretation of that
all-important context differs according to the background of individuat
researchers and, in particular, the status they attribute to sources other
than ‘astronomical’ texts. The Egyptian source material has also fre-
quently been studied within the broader context of the ancient Near
East and other cuftures; this has had benefits at a general level but has
raised further problems. The roots of these differing understandings of
context will be examined and suggestions made as to how the situation
might be at least partially resolved.

Conceptualising the Body in Ancient Egypt
Kathoyn Piquette (University College London)

The aim of this paper is to try to understand how the ancient Egyp-
tians conceptualised the body and articulated it in a material form on
a series of inscribed Late Predynastic-Early Dynastic bone, ivory, stone
and wooden labels,

Presumably attached to funerary equipment in royal and high
status tombs in Upper and Lower Egypt, these Jabels are inscribed
with a range of signs and motifs. Among these images are figures
apparently representing human and animal bodies and body parts.
Many examples attest to the fact that human and animal bodily at-
tributes and features and their associated meanings were not clear-
cut categories in the world of the ancient Egyptians, but were often
melded together.

This paper explores what the fragmentation of human and ani-
mal bodies and the unification of body parts might tell us about
Egyptian concepts of body and self. Moreover, through an examina-
tion of the iconography of the body, it may be possible to relate rep-
resentations of bodies to social concems, particularly notions of
identity including ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, occupation, rank
and status, etc.

| attempt to demonstrate the value of going beyond a descriptive,
taxonomic account of early Egyptian material culture to consider alter-
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native and innovative approaches. Because society is composed of liv-
ing, functioning individual bodies which change according to soctal
processes and perceptions (Montserrat 1998:2), bodies are effects of
cuttural, and historical activity {Tumer 1984:48). Therefore taking ac-
count of Egyptian bodies can only be achieved through an understand-
ing of the manner in which they were perceived, and ascribed meanings
and values. By applying sodiological approaches to this material, it may
be possible to identify relationships between representations of human
and animal bodies and developing beliefs and attitudes which charac-
terised early Egyptian concepts of the body.

Montserrat, D, 1998. Changing Bodies, Changing Meanings:
studies on the human body in antiguity. London; Routledge.

Turner, B, 1984, The Body and Society: explorations in social
theory. Oxford: Blackwell.

Ancient Egyptian Mummies: A Resource For Scientific Research
Professor Rosalie David (University of Manchester}

Since 1973, the Manchester Egyptian Mummy Project has pioneered
a multidisciplinary approach to the use of biomedical and scientific
techniques to obtain data about disease, DNA identification, and
mummification procedures. Key elements in this project have been
the introduction of virtually non-destructive techniques, including
radiology and endoscopy, to investigate mummified remains; the es-
tablishment of an epidemiological study of schistosemiasis in ancient
and modern Egypt, over a 5,000-year period; and the inauguration of
the International Ancient Egyptian Mummy Tissue Bank. To date, the
Bank has received over a thousand samples from mummies held in
Egyptian collections in Europe, USA and Australia, and provides a
foan resource for bona fide researchers working on specific scientific
projects. In 1995, the University of Manchester introduced a unique
Degree, the M5c in Biomedical and Forensic Studies in Egyptology, in
order to continue the Manchester team's expertise in this field, and
there is also an active PhD and postdoctoral programme.

This paper will summarise the contribution that the Manchester
Project has made to Egyptology in general, and will consider how this
area of study might be developed in the future.

Technology into Tradition: the application of statistical
analysis and Geographical Information Systems to the analysis

of Egyptian mortuary data
Jdoanne M. Rowland (Universily Coflege [ondon}

Traditionally, funerary evidence has played a key part in research sur-
rounding the period of state formation in Egypt. Researchers have
long been using statistical analysis to defive patterns from data sets
of mortuary remains in order to assist them in their understanding of
the communities who used these cemetery sites. The current research
is taking a further step, by integrating a computerised database sys-
tem with the technology offered by Geographical Information Sys-
tems (GIS).

This paper examines the types of mortuary data that are being
used for research into four cemetery sites in the east Delta of Egypt:
Kafr Hassan Dawood, Kufr Nigm, Minshat Abu Omar, and Tell tbra-
him Awad. This data relates to grave construction/architecture, grave
contents {quantity and type of objects), and the treatment/pesiticn,
and age/sex of the individual, Discussion is also focussed on how
spatial and statistical analysis can each be used to examine the data
from different perspectives, and how these two methods can com-
plement each other.

The application of this methodology aims to both provide a stap-
dardised method for examining issues of social differentiation on an
intra- and inter-site basis, and to make a contribution towards re-
search into the problem of state formation in Egypt. The closing dis-
cussion considers firstly how GIS can be used at individual sites to
produce compatible data, and secondly, ooks to the number of ways
in which GIS is becoming more widely integrated within archaeclogy
in Egypt today.
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Investigation of diet and subsistence in Predynastic and
Dynastic Egypt through stable isotope analysis
Alex H, Thompson (University of Bradford)

Diet and subsistence in Predynastic Egypt has not been extensively
investigated. This is partially due to a lack of textual information and
also because the study of diet has not been a significant area of in-
terest in Egyptian archaeclogy or Egyptology unti very recently, lead-
ing to a lack of archaeological evidence of diet. Newer methods of
investigating diet, such as examining stable isotopic ratios in bone
collagen can provide important information on Egyptian diet.

This presentation presents new information on Egyptian diet using
stable isotope analysis of carbon and nitrogen isotapes in collagen from
Predynastic and Dynastic Egyptian human and animal remains. The
human remains range from Predynastic {ca. 5000 BC} to New Kingdom
Dynastic (ca. 1500-1000 BC) and are fram a range of sites. The animal
sample used are also from a range of species and sites and provide
baseline isotopic values for protein known to have been consumed, al-
lowing the interpretation of the human isotopic values. The results indi-
cate that there were differences in subsistence patterns through time,
especially during the period of state formation,

Keyword: Stable isotope analysis, carbon and nitrogen isotopes,
Predynastic and Dynastic Egypt, diet and subsistence,

Paleolithic North Sea Basin

Kristian Pedersen (University of Newcastle) and Clive Waddington
(University of Newcastle),

Geoff Bailey (University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne}
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Graeme Young {University of Sussex)

Richard Chatterton (University of Manchester)

Clive Waddington (University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne)
Kristian LR. Pedersen (University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne}
Berit Valentin Eriksen (Moesgaard Museum)

Tony Barrow {University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne)

Alan Saville

The Earliest Settlement of Scotland?
Alan Saville

This talk will look at the earfiest positive evidence currently available
for the Meselithic period in Scotland, from Cramond near Edinburgh
at around 8500-8300 cal BC, and will discuss and speculate on the
possibilities for occupation earlier in the Mesolithic or Lateglacial,

Material Agency: Towards A Non-Anthropocentric
Approach
Lambros Malafouris and Carf Knappett

9.00am  Video introduction ‘Material agency’

9.20am  The arqument for material agency. Lambros Malafouris

9.40am  Engagement theory (and the pitfalls of ‘agengy). Colin
Renfrew

10.00am  Seeing through sensitive stone. Andrew Cochrane

10.20am  Break

1040am  The agency of tools. Tim Ingold

11.00am  The neglected networks of agency, Carl Knappett

11.20am  Double agents, Thomas Yamow

11.40am  Embodied agencies at the interface, Lucy Suchman

12.00pm  Discussion




Introductory session - video clip ‘material agency’
Lambros Malafours and Carl Knappett (University of Cambridge)

A short video clip Hlustrating instances of human - nonhuman
agency, as a stimulus to debate.

‘The argument for material agency
Lambros Malafouris (Darwin Coflege, University of Cambridge)

"Consider a man felling a iree with an axe, Each stroke of the axe is
modified or corrected, according to the shape of the cut face of the
tree left by the previous stroke, This self-corrective (i.e., mental) proc-
ess is brought about by a total system, trees-eyes-brain-muscles-axe-
stroke-tree; and it is this total system that has the characteristics of
immanent mind...But this is mof how the average Occidental sees the
event sequence of tree felling. He says, "/ cut down the tree” and he
even believes that there is a delimited agent, the “self”, which per-
formed a delimited "purposive” action upon a delimited object”
(Bateson 1972, 318).

Critically reviewing the prevailing conceptualizations of agency in
contemporary sociological and archaeological theory, this paper re-
acts against what appears as the common denominator behind the
various nuances of this notion. That is, the deeply entrenched as-
sumption that agency — in the real sense of the word - is solely an
attribute of the human individual. This challenge to the prevailing
anthropocentric doxography is followed by a suggestion for an alter-
native symmetric conceptualisation that foregrounds the possibility of
material agency in equal terms. The label, i.e. material agency, pro-
vocative as it might sound, is to some extent a misnomer, yet serves
well as a wake-up call from our deep humanistic slumber. The argu-
ment is not for an either/or choice between human and material
agency, nor for extending a human 'a prior’ to the realm of material-
ity. The argument s that such an ‘a priori’ does not exist, but only as
an emergent and distributed property. In the human engagement
with the material world, there are no fixed roles and clean entological
separations between agent-entities and patient-entities, but a consti-
tutive intertwining between cognition and matter, between inten-
tionality and affordance, between resistance and accommodation.
The thesis draws efements from a variety of compoenents ranging from

. ecological cybernetics, to Actor-Network-Theory and enactive cogni-

s tive science. At the empirical level it is explored and explicated using

examples both from contemporary and past material culture. Finally,

it concludes by addressing some key accusations, which after being

demystified and deconstructed are transformed into a method ie. the
metahumanistic path of methodological fetishism.

Bateson, G. 1972. Steps to an ecology of mind. New York: Bal-
fantine.

W' Engagement Theory {and the pitfalls of ‘agency’)

:‘y' Colin Renfrew (University of Cambridge}
y
It is argued that the term ‘agency has utility in focussing the at-

""-\}\ tention of the archaeologist upon the intentionality of the individual
W' and (in the work of Gell) upon the relationship between individual
*® and collective. But it has the defect of being difficult to define or ob-
serve (to the extent that intentionality is a state of mind). It caries
alse the limitations of an egocentric or even solipsistic approach, in-
viting consideration neither of interactions among individuals nor of
the interactions between the individual and the material world. It is
proposed that in the discussion of human activities the concept of
engagement avoids these pitfalls and invites exploration of the rele-
vant issues underlying long-term culture change.
It will be reiterated that one appropriate focus for study is the
engagement between the human actor and the material world, in-
cluding the engagement between the individual and other humans.

\@0

‘Agency is... a buzzword par excellence : it is vaguely defined and se-
mantically Joaded' (Robb 1999, 3).

A @9»\1(@%/@%’%9&

The engagement between the individual human and the mate-
rial world involves intelligent and knowledgeable action by the per
son, through cognition and understanding (what is sometimes
termed the exercise of ‘mind"). Such knowledge involves a mapping of
the world through the formation of constructs {and models) which
facilitate the utility of the actions undertaken. This is knowledge, and
knowledge that is used in practice. The approach advocated is thus a
material one, and in that sense 'materialist, but it lays emphasis
upon cognitive aspects. An example is offered by notions underlying
measurement, including the concept of weight.

Equally crucial is the engagement between the individual and
other individuals (i.e. people) within a community and beyond that
community. Within the community the use of language pemits the
devefopment of shared constructs and shared understandings and
thus the construction of what John Searle terms "institutional facts'. Jt
is upon such shared understandings that such everyday realities as
marriage, property, commodity and value are based, The example of
‘money’ is proposed.

An example is offered for both aspects of the engagement proc-
ess by the sedentary revolution, particularly when this is reflected in
the development of settled village communities, normally (but not
invariably) supported through food production. The development of
the city and of the early state (or specific examples of such) may be
considered in an analogous way. A suitable (if complex) contempo-
rary example would be the development of the New York stock ex-
change in its material {technical} and social (including economic)
aspects, inviting considerations in terms of connectivity.

It will be suggested that engagement theory offers a coherent
framework for the study and interpretation of long-term culture
change, and the elucidation of what has sometimes been temmed the
‘sapient paradox’. It invites discussion also of the similarities and dif-
ferences between cultural phylogeny (long-term trajectories of culture
change) and cultural ontogeny (the education of the individual
within the community from birth to adulthood).

Seeing through sensitive stone; considering the dynamic nature
of the depictions on irish passage tombs
Andrew Cochrane (Cardiff University)

*.| once asked an old man: Are a/f the stones we see about us here
alive? He reflected a long while and he replied, "No! But some are”...
(Hallowell 1960; 24),

This anthropological anecdote from Qjibwa ontology in northern
Canada illustrates how some non-westem societies do not make the
assumption that inanimate objects lack personhood or agency. By
incorporating examples from Irish passage tombs, such as Knowth
and Newgrange in the Boyne Valley, this paper will consider how
stones depicting visual images can be regarded as existing in a con-
dition of being, imbued with movement, volition and Memory.

Recently a number of people have been debating how material
objects are experienced before, during and after production with em-
phasis being placed on texture and appearance. These sensual ex-
aminations have generally included externalities such as season, time
of day and ciimate in their modefling. Following an approach
adopted by Ego {2001}, this paper will assess the role that water
flow as a iiquid solution may play in developing snapshots of a real-
ity, on the surface of the stones in Irish passage tombs. Rain water,
which is prolific in modemn [refand, is an extraordinary element that
can influence ones engagement with monuments and the depictions
on them, In detailing the dynamic action that water can have on
painted and engraved motifs this paper will demonstrated how in-
animate material objects can transcend time and memory via the lig-
uidation effects of rain water. | will present how this periodical bath
can create a gradual destruction or distortion, resulting in a meta-
morphosis of the rock face. Finally, | will discuss whether this might
be regarded as the image becoming animated with natural agency.

By placing theories of material agency into contextualised ar-
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chaeological data, this paper will attempt to demonstrate how ‘in-
animate’ objects can play an active and dynamic role in social life.

Egoe, R. 2001. A pictorial device: the dynamic action of water in a
few depictions of rain animals. Aictagram 12, 27-34.

Hallowell, A. 1. 1960. Ojibwa ontology, behaviour and world
view. In S. Diamond {ed.), Cifture in histon: essays in honour of Paul
Radin, 19-52. New York: Columbia University Press.

The agency of tools
fim Ingold (University of Aberdeen)

To anyone who has worked with reindeer in a roundup fence it is ob-
vious that this non-human animal, at least, is empowered with vital
agency, But to describe the encounter as the meeting of two agents,
one human and the other non-human, is to leave out of account the
tools through which it is mediated. What of the reindeerman’s Jasso,
his knife and his binoculars? Do these have their own agency, or do
they merely extend the agency of the herdsman? Do lassos catch,
knives cut and binoculars see? in the attempt to answer these ques-
tions we are forced to recognise that agency is not an attribute of
persons of things, given in advance of their involvement in the thea-
tre of activity, but is rather the outcome of a process of growth or
ontogenetic development, in the course of which the relations in
which entities are involved are enfolded into their very constitution.
The kinds of agency that entities have depend on the kinds of devel-
opment they undergo. But entities that enfold nothing of the histo-
ries of their relations with others can exert no agency at all.

The Neglected Networks of Agency
Carl Knappett (Christ’s College, University of Cambridge}

As psychological agents, not to mention as biolegical organisms and
social persons, humans become inextricably enfolded within their
surrounding material environment. Agency is neither solely in human
hands, nor resident entirely in the nonhuman. it operates in their in-
terrelations. It is these interrelations that endow the human with
agency, not vice versa. But how are these interrelations patterned?
The manner in which humans and nonhumans are interconnected is
neither endlessly fluid nor uncempromisingly rigid. The topology that
emerges is a hybrid, between structure and flow — the topology of
the network. This is the kind of position that in socio-anthropology
has been developed within the context of *Actor Network Theory'
{ANT), particularly in the work of Bruno Latour. One of its key prem-
ises has been to acknowledge the complex interconnections that hold
humans and nonhumans together in socio-technical networks.

My argument here is that although the agent/actant component
of Actor Network Theory has attracted considerable scholary atten-
tion, its setwork component has in comparison remained somewhat
underdeveloped. | intend in this paper to consider the various kinds
of network topology we might expect of human-nonhuman ‘intra-
actions' (Suchman 2000). In order to do this { shall use some recent
ideas emerging from exciting new research on networks, relating in
particular to 'small world networks' and 'scale-free networks' (Bu-
chanan 2002; Barabasi 2002). One particular question to ask is
whether the structure of human and nonhuman intra-actions is hier-
archical or heterarchical, following the pattern of an 'aristocratic’ or
an ‘egalitarian’ network. Understanding the topology of human-
nonhuman configurations can play an important part in the investi-
gation of change and innovation in complex socio-technical networks,
a point | explore here in relation to examples from the Bronze Age
Aegean.

Barabasi, A-L., 2002. Linked" the new science of networks,

Buchanan, M., 2002. Small world: uncovering nature's hidden
networks.

Mauss, M., 1950. 'Les techniques du corps’, in Sociologie et an-
thropologie, 363-86.

Suchman, LA, 2000. ‘Human/Machine Reconsidered', Dept. of
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Sociology, Lancaster University, at: hitp://www.comp Jlancs.ac.uk/
sociclogy/s0c040!s.html

Double Agents
Thomas Yarrow (University of Cambridge)

This paper will examine the documents that enable archaeological
sites to be translated into archaeological records. This record is pro-
duced through the thoughts and actions of people on site and it
might be assumed that they are the main agents in this process of
recording. Yet the material and patterned form of the documents (e.g.
context sheets) that are used in this process acts in particular ways to
structure the actions and thoughts of those who fill them in. The as-
sumption that agency is a human attribute is therefore confused by
the extent to which these documents themselves create parameters
for the actions and interpretations of people on site,

Embodied agencies at the interface
Lucy Suchman (lancaster University)

This paper considers how cultural imaginaries of agency - the capac-
ity for action taken as distinctive of humans — have first constituted,
then migrated across, a line of demarcation between humans and
machines. That boundary, or ‘interface’, defineates two separate bod-
ies, one organic, the other artifactual. My aim is to bring together two
established critiques of the way that humans, and their relations to
machines, are currently figured in the development of information
and communications technologies. The fiist of these is a critique of
efforts to develop intelligent, interactive machines — interactive not
just in the sense that that term references the particular dynamics of
new computational media, but in the sense of machines that can en-
gage in conversation with us. The second line of critique starts from
the observation that discourses of ICT have tended to erase the hu-
man labor that continues to be involved in technological production,
implementation, maintenance and the like. This erasure is tied to the
more general ways in which information has been rhetorically de-
materialised — has 'lost its body' in Katherine Hayles' apt phrase
{1999). Drawing on experiments in interactive interface design read
through Karen Barad's (1998) conceptualisation of %ntra-actiory, |
close with some reflections on the possibiities for a non-reductionist
reconfiguring of embodied agencies at the interface.

22 December After

The Uses and Abuses of Ethnographic Analogy in
Archaeology
Kathiyn Fewster (University of Wales, Lampeter)

Hodder argued that analogies are constantly being made in archaeo-
logical interpretation, even if the process is not conscious — a prehis-
toric stone axe is only an "axe” as opposed to "a piece of polished
stone 4x4cm” because of the image we have in our heads of every-
thing that an axe /s (in Western society and in, for example, Austra-
fian Aboriginal society). Ethnoarchaeology, in its broadest sense, is
the theoretical and methedological basis by which both these “sim-
ple” analogies between anthropological and archaeological data and
much more complex ones are made. As well as using ideas and im-
ages suggested to archaeologists from ethnographies, archaeologists
also use anthropological theory. Conversely, archaeologists may pro-
vide insight inte anthropological studies by their specialised focus
and expertise in matenal culture. Given these areas of mutual inter-
est, it is interesting that there remain misunderstandings between
archaeology and anthropology that affect the means by which ar-
chaeologists use {and abuse) ethnographies in their work, the means



by which archaeologists tailor anthropological theory to their own
ends and the means by which the status of the reciprocal nature of
the relationship is negotiated.

The first aim of this session therefore is to provide a space for
discussion on some of the broader interdisciplinary issues between
anthropology and archaeology, especially those which affect the the-
ory and method of ethnoarchaeology.

In the 1960s to 1980s, and in the United States in particutar,
much of the research in ethnoarchaeology was directed towards the
creation of epistemology and much effort was put into the produc-
tion of Middle Range Theoty to deal explicitly with the exact means
by which ethnographic analogy is used in archaeological reasoning.
The British-based critique of processualism in the 1980s and 1990s
dismissed such methodology as part and parcel of the New Archae-
ology which created it. In keeping with contemporary theory, no co-
herent methodology was set up to address the issue of analogical
reasoning in post-processual contexts. However, the legacy of this is
that, given the importance of the interpretive tool of ethnoarchaeol-
ogy, analogies continue to be used in British archaeology yet there
are still few working to produce a coherent epistemological base in
post-pracessttal ethnoarchaeologies that suit the questions now be-
ing asked of archaeological data. It is anticipated that the production
of ethnoarchaeological methodologies is now a necessary part of the
process of paradigm shift and that they may be the result of a syn-
thesis of processualist ideas with those of the post-modern critique.

The second aim of this session therefore is to act as a forum for
archaeologists who are attempting to develop or work with ethno-
graphic analogy, specifically with regard to the theory and methodol-
cgy by which archaeologists make analogy to ideas such as
personheod, agency, phenomenology.

It is anticipated that these two aims will not be incompatible,

2.00pm  /ntroduction. Kathy Fewster

210pm  Modermity, Afterity and Analogy. Julian Thomas

230pm  Objects of affection; “Material tales” of the Greek periph-
ery. Elizabeth Kirtzoglou

2.50pm  Hotses and heads; competing analogies. Alasdair Whittle

3.10pm  Discussion

330pn  Break

400pm  Revisiting the late nineteenth century — the current state
of archaeology and antfiropology. Chris Gosden

4.20pm  Ethnographic analogy in New Zealand. Caroline Phillips

440pm  Selectivity in the application of ethnographic analogies
to prehistoric agriculture in the Highlands of New
Guinea. Tim Denham

5.00-5.30pm Discussion

Meodernity, Alterity and Analogy
Julian Thomas (University of Manchester)

Why should archaeologists need to know about ethnegraphy? After
rejecting its initial belief that anything about the past can be discov-
ered through archaeological evidence alone (providing that the
methodology is robust enough), processual archaeology found ways
of incorporating ethnographic data into a project of generalising
about the human condlition. However, if we are more concerned with
the specificity and contingency of human existence, and consider it
unlikely that any precise analogues for (say) the societies of prehis-
toric Europe exist in the contemporary world, why should we bother
with anthropology? In this contribution | will argue that our biggest
problem in prehistoric archaeology lies in challenging our own preju-
dices and assumptions. In particufar, | will suggest that archaeology
is a discourse of modernity, imbricated in a series of the practices and
habits of thought of the modem world. We may never be able to
guarantee the truth value of particular apalogies used to explain spe-
cific aspects of archaeological evidence. In a sense, this doesn t mat-
ter. What is more important is that we use an awareness of
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anthropology as a means of trying to think outside of the conceptual
space of modemity.

Objects of affection; “Material tales” of the Greek periphery
Dr. Flisabeth Kirtsoglou (Depariment of Anthropology, University of
Wales Lampeter)

This paper is concemed with a certain set of ritualistic objects called
‘the bonds' and their importance for a group of Greek gay women
who employ them in order to conceptually mark their decision to es-
tablish an erotic relationship. Specifically chosen identicat objects, the
bonds are regarded by these women as signifiers of an erotic in-
volvement and are exchanged, worn or carried around while a rela-
tionship lasts but also after its end. [ claim that the bonds are pieces
of material culture invested with non-discursive narrative propetties
and symbolic of the group's collective history as well as of the biog-
raphies of individual persons. Through wearing and exchanging such
objects the women-protagonists of the present paper create a collec:
tion of tangible emotions, or else of material evidence of their erotic
choites. As such, the bonds can be seen as objects of affection and
historicised processions with identity making properties insofar as
they also become the means through which the past is recreated and
mythologised while notions of gender, identity and the self are ex-
emplified. My ethnographic interest thus revolves around narratives
and memories cast in matter that play an active role in the construc-
tion of history which is made ever-present through materiat artifacts
invested with signs of the gendered seif.

Houses and heads: competing analogies
Alasdair Whittle (Cardiff University)

It is often suggested that the use of analogy is somehow an eption in
the business of archaeolegical interpretation. it is hard to see how
this can be so, since simply by using our own language we are al-
ready involved in procedures of analogy. The conscious widening of
possible analogies should be encouraged, as part of the imaginative
and creative side of archaeological interpretation. Nor does it really
make sense to talk of the abuse of analogy, unless one operates
within a framework in which exactness of fit and objectivity are cen-
tral. But while accepting and welcoming analogy, the perhaps under-
regarded problem remains of what to do about competing analogies.
| briefly consider the cases of the use of long houses and of head in-
juries. My goal is better understanding of long house use in sixth mil-
lenium BC Europe, and of inter-personal violence in fourth
millennium BC southern Britain. Ethnographic studies in Papua New
Guinea and Amazonia, by Weiner, Hugh-Jones, Arhem, Chagnon and
others, offer competing interpretive possibilities. One frequent solu-
tion is to claim that in the end 'the archaeological evidence will de-
cide’. | suggest that the situation is more complex, and the
interpretive outcome unavoidably more uncertain.

Revisiting the late nineteenth century - the current state of
archaeclogy and anthropology
Chiis Gosden {Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford)

In the last third of the nineteenth century archaeology and anthro-
pology were barely differentiated, both pursuing issues of origins and
cultural variability, within an evolutionary framework and both privi-
teging the study of material culture. For some the evolutionary
framework stilt provides a link between disciplines and for others it
does not. But many of the other elements of the late Victorian land-
scape have reappeared, not least of which is a resurgent interest in
material culture. { shall explore the similarities between the late nine-
teenth century and the present as a means of reviewing the state of
the relationship between archaeology and anthropology. There are
surprising simifarities which we may be loath to admit, but one major
difference is the intervening rise and (partial) demise the notion of
structure, which ran through both structural-functionalism and struc-
turalism. | shall argue that it is the critique of structural thought in its

various guises which has allowed us to retum to the concerns of the
late Victorians but in a more overtly self-critical manner.

Ethnographic analogy in New Zealand
Carofine Phillips (Archaeological consultant)

Ethnographic analogy in New Zealand has had a chequered past. At
the end of the nineteenth century the idea that Maori were dying out
led to the collection of cral traditions and the writing of synthetic
histories by interested amateurs. However, the process of synthesis
resulted in huge distortions. As a consequence, the use of ethno-
graphic analogy was rejected as being too difficult, or inaccurate, for
the purposes of aichaeological interpretation.

Recent detailed studies of Maori traditions and early European
accounts in certain regions have led to the development of far more
rigorous ethnographies. These can provide valid direct historical
analogies for the explanation of archaeological findings from the
immediate pre-European contact and early post-contact periods, es-
pecially for those regions which have been studied in detail.

Selectivity in the application of ethnographic analogies to
prehistoric agriculture in the Highlands of New Guinea
Tim Denham (Flinders University of South Austrafia)

Upon initial discavery, features (e.g., ditches, pits and post/stake
holes), artefacts (e.g., digging sticks, 'stone hoes') and archaeobotani-
cal finds (e.g. gourd exocarp, Divscorea sp. tuber) documented in
wetland archaeological sites in the Highlands of New Guinea were
interpreted in terms of contemporary agricultural practices. As the
antiquity of agriculture in the Highlands of New Guinea increased,
archaeological finds became increasingly different to, and more diffi-
cult to interpret using, ethnographic analogies of modem harticul-
tural practices. Despite these differences, ethnographies were still
used to infer the mechanisms driving cuitivation of wetland margins
from 10,000 Cal BP.

in this paper, the use of ethnographic analogies is considered
with respect 1o the following themes:

1. The interpretation of archaeological features in terms of contem-
porary gardens/plots.

2. Ethnohistorical accounts of wetland field systems and the intro-
duction of agents to reconstructions of practices in the distant
past.

3. Macro-scale refationships between people and their environments
as the causes of wetland cultivation.

These reflections are intended to illuminate selectivity in the use
of anthropology and geography by archaeologists (i.e, why one in-
terpretation is preferred to another), and to question what we seek to
show in applying ethnographic information to prehistoric contexts.

Social Archaeology of the Mesolithic and
Palaeolithic
Erica Gittins (University of Southampton]

The Palaeclithic and Mesolithic are vast in their focus of study, and
their impact on the Western perspective of world history has been
crucial. Not only do later archaeological periods draw on the Palaeo-
lithic/Mesolithic, it conditions public understanding of human iden-
tity. Yet in recent times the influence of early prehistory has remained
predictable and static. The basic framework of the discipline and the
questions it is concerned to answer remain the same. This session
aims to examine the role of early prehistory, the central principles on
which prehistory rests and their relationship to social theory.

The central role of early prehistory is as a provider of origins. The
refationship between origins research and early prehistory is of con-
siderable interest as it both constrains and defines the Palaeolithic
and Mesolithic. The existence of early prehistory is required for the
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construction of social histories and yet it this period has fittle social
theory of its own. The adoption of alternative theoretical approaches
within archaeology has questioned the significance of origins theory,
however these have had little impact on early prehistory.

Many of the underlying discourses which operate within early
prehistory are poorly understood and require similar examination, for
instance the notions of transition or menolithic categorisation of evi-
dence and cultural groups. Addressing these issues will create richer
social archaeologies within the Palaeolithic and Mesolithic.

200pm  fary Frefistory and origins theory, Erica Gittins

220pm  Transitions, change and identity in the Middle and Upper
Falaeolithic of Western Furope. Fiona Coward

240pm  Tafking Food, Helen Holderness

3.00pm  Break

3.30pm  The people who made the levantine Mousterian. Chris
Jones

3.50pm  The Origins of Warfare. Nick Thorpe

410pm  Colonisation myths: narratives of dispersals and explana-

tion of change in the Falaeofithic bucy Grimshaw
4.30-5.30pm Discussion

Early Prehistory and origins theory
Erica Gittins

The notion of the origin is central to archaeology and holds particular
sway in early prehistory, as it is to the Palaeolithic and Mesolfithic
that archaeologists look for the beginnings of modermn institutions
and behaviours. Indeed, without its role as a provider of origins, early
prehistory would have fittle purpose. Origins theory acts as a power-
ful discourse that restricts the range of interpretation in early prehis-
tory, and by examining its historically derived operations we can
uncover why our statements about the past do not change regardless
of the prevailing theoretical climate.

As this paper will show, it is necessary to recognise the interpre-
tative limitations of origins theory so that more self-reflexive frame-
works for understanding the past can be attempted.

Transitions, change and identity in the Middle and Upper
Palaeclithic of Western Europe
Fiona Coward

Traditional divisions of the Palaeolithic by lithic typologies creates
the impression of & linear series of ‘cultures’, reducing a dynamic
process of change into ‘blocks’ of time and space and negating con-
sideration of variation, process and change except at the points of
‘transition’. These industries are also often associated (implicitly or
explicitly) with social or ‘ethnic’ groups. Change in various aspects of
the archaeological record (subsistence, lithic technology, spatial be-
haviour) is certainly apparent in the archaeological record. However,
there is no consensus on how or why variation in one such aspect
might relate to that in others, or to the people and societies respon-
sible.

This paper will argue that these different aspects of the archaeo-
fogical record can be reintegrated and related to the people who ex-
perienced them in prehistory, by a focus on identity. This is seen as
arising from, structuring and constituted by the relationships experi-
enced by people — with fellow hominids or humans, animals, places
and material objects. The potential of such a viewpoint for the Middfe
— Upper Palaeolithic 'transition’ and the replacement of Neanderthals
with modern humans will be-discussed.

Talking Food
Helen Holderness

Why has the transition to agriculture produced such debate in ar-
chaealogy? For many people this is because rhaf was when we be-
come us. But why is it farming that we have decided on as being THE




point in human history that defines us? | suggest it's because we can
imagine ourselves back to the fand, self-sufficient, a simpler life, at a
moment in history before the modern world took over and a myriad
of other reasons. The connection is there, and not at an earlier time:
gatherer-fisher-hunters have too strange a way of life. People can
relate to cooking pots and the keeping of animals. They have more of
a problem with the nomadic, hand to mouth existence that the Meso-
lithic is often portrayed as.

Much archaeological literature concerning the Mesolithic focuses
on the basics — subsistence, "technology”, survival, etc. Any social
interaction is reduced to generalisations. And material culture is only
just being recognised as being meaningful. But these companents of
life operate within cultures that are communicating to others, It is
stating who they are and what they think about the world around
them.

This paper will try to place food within the social sphere of the
Mesclithic. Too often the data from sites are reduced to a list of ani-
mal, bird and fish bones, some shellfish and if you're lucky, some
plant remains. But these show only one part of the picture. It is what
we do with the data afterwards that really counts - how we place
these items into a social world that was is where the Mesolithic really
starts to get interesting.

The people who made the Levantine Mousterian
Chris Jones

Interpretations normally generated for the Middle Palaeclithic of
Europe are infected with a eurocentricism that often accompanies the
dualist tradition, leading us to expect that the evolutionary narrative
established there should be normitivised and naturalised as globally
applicabte. If it does not apply to other regions, for example, the Le-
vant, then that history is viewed as somehow deviant. This is a kind
of twisted orientalism. Recently, notable specialists have called for a
clear temporal segregation in the Levant, with an earlier phase of
anatomically modern humans and a later phase of Neandertals.

However, this is only achieved by ignoring some of the fossils. In
any case, the Neandertals of the Levant are never ‘fully so’, in that
they do not express so markedly the traits shown by ‘classic’ Euro-
pean inhabitants, Similarly, most specialists take care to signify that
the anatomically moderns of Qafzeh and Skhul are not quite fully
modern, particulardy with regard to facial characteristics. Further, the
Levantine Mousterian was a long-lasting tradition participated in by a
wide range of bodies, including differences going beyond those be-
tween different ethnicities today. This calls into question the clear
segregation idea. The inescapable conclusion is that the Levant was
home to an indigenous population throughout the Middle Palaeo-
lithic, but these must have heen ‘open societies' and outsiders were
occasionally included, for how else may we explain the diversity
among the fossils?

The Origins of Warfare
Nick Thorpe (King Alfred’s College, Winchester)

The main theories of the crigin of warfare — from evolutionary psy-
chology/seciobiology, materialism, cultural evolution and historical
contingency ~ are examined. Their implications for our understanding
of 'human nature’ and their use of primate and anthropological
analogies are critiqued, then their relationship to the Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic archaeclogical record assessed. The early prehistoric evi-
dence for conflict and warfare, mainly from Europe, is considered. The
difficulties of interpreting pictorial evidence, ‘weapons' and skeletal
trauma are outlined. The more convincing cases are presented, rang-
ing from individual injuries, mainly club wounds on the skult, through
death by arrowshot and bone spear, up to mass killings of the major-
ity of a group, such as at the Mesolithic site of Ofnet, Germany.

There is significant variation in this evidence, especially in its in-
tensity, e.g. between Southem Scandinavia and Portugal, or within
the Balkans, which argues against the validity of any universal theory.
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instead we need to adopt a more considered approach which consid-
ers each case separately, rather than assuming that all Palaeolithic or
Mesolithic societies were the same.

Colonisation myths: narratives of dispersals and explanation of
change in the Palaeolithic.
Lucy Grimshaw

Colonisation and dispersal of hominids has been a major concern in
the study of the Palaeolithic. Dispersal into Europe has taken place
on at least two occasions, and potentially far more. Dispersal has
been used as an explanation of cultural change, and has heen associ-
ated with the major transitions of the Palaeolithic. However, the
mechanisms and processes underlying dispersal and alfowing coloni-
sation have not been explicitly addressed by Palaeolithic researchers.
Archaeologists have failed to take advantage of the models devel-
oped by other disciplines, such as geography, in which migration has
been a major research focus. Archaeological treatments of dispersal
in the Palaeolithic have conformed to preconceived ideas about these
processes. These issues need to be addressed in order to investigate
dispersal processes independently of such biases.

This paper will address the underying agendas and theoretical
perspectives that have determined the view of dispersal in the Pa-
laeolithic. The narratives of dispersal and colonisation in the Palaeo-
lithic wilt be shown to be agenda driven. The construction of these
narratives by the manipulation of the archaeological record will be
discussed. The potential usefulness of dispersal in Palaeolithic expla-
nation will then be outlined.

Landlocked and Introspective: Archaeology all at
Sea

Jorr Adams (University of Southampton), Helen Farr and Fraser Sturt
(University of Cambridge)

Uniil recently Archaeology has retained both feet squarely on terra
firma with only a glance seaward. Maritime aspects of culture and the
maritime landscape, are at best acknowledged with little real under-
standing, and at worst, simply ignored by the majority of archaeolo-
gists. This session proposes that this is a reflection of our current
relationship with the sea in many parts of Western Europe, rather
than a feature of the archaeological record. Our own alienation from
the sea has not only affected the ways in which we approach ar-
chaeological material from watery contexts, but has also deeply af-
fected the ways in which we have constructed narrative. To do so
without utilizing material of such significance is irrational. Doubly so
when one considers how many traditional fodi of archaeological study
such as: material culture and technology, trade and exchange, com-
munication and interaction, environment and landscape, experience
and belief, are all affected by maritime issues. This session seeks to
bridge the gap and build toward a more integrative archaeology
where the maritime and terrestrial relationships are explored rather
than partitioned or ignored.

2.00pm  introduction, Jon Adams

210pm et 'n diy: from segregation to integration. Jon Adams

230pm  Title not yet received. Lise Nordenborg Myhre

240pm  Cognitive perspectives and symbolic perceptions: interac-
tion benween elites in Orentalising and Archajc Mediter-
ranean marftime landscape. Alexandra Luchetti;

3.00pm  Gelting your feet wet: an investigation of the specialist
knowledge and skills of Neolithic seafarers in the Central
Mediterranean, Helen Farr

3.20pm  Coffee

340pm  [slands in the fastfane: A new approach to the Meso-

lithic-Neolithic transition in Britain. Gordon Noble

400pm  Hydophobia and the Eary Orcadian Neolithic Fraser
Sturt

420pm  Discussant, Andy Jones

440pm  Discussion

Introduction: Landlocked and Introspective: Archaeology all at
Sea
Jon Adams (University of Southampton)

Wet ‘n dry: from segregation to integration
Jon Adams (University of Southampton)}

Our concemn with the past, as expressed through archaeology has,
until recently, focused mainly on the land. Maritime research is a later
development, and while no longer ‘new’, has suffered a rather ia-
boured take-up within the discipline. Far from being the inevitable
result of technical and environmental constraints, the landward per-
spective is a social construct deeply embedded in our educational
and legislative systems.

This paper examines the ways in which maritime affairs became
segregated, not because they were liminal but precisely because they
were central to the institution of state. As a result, both in this coun-
try and elsewhere, custodianship of the maritime past was appropri-
ated by special interest groups, typically emerging in the 19th and
early 20th centuries. The knowledge structures of these organizations
heavily influenced both the focus and strategies of early ‘nautical’
archaeology. This paper compares the nature of this appropriation in
Engiand and Sweden. It then describes current work in the coastal
landscapes of both countries that seeks to transcend artificial dichot-
omy and utilize 2 more integrative approach.

TBA
Lise Nordenborg Myfire (University of Cambridge)

Cognitive perspectives and symbolic perceptions: interaction
between elites in a Orientalising and Archaic Mediterranean
maritime landscape,

Alexandra Luchetti (University of Southampton)

This paper aims to deconstruct the way in which maritime archae-
ology has approached the maritime landscape, specifically the idea of
‘maritime cultures’ and the ‘maritime cultural landscape', It advocates
a maritime perspective based on "specialised concerns’ ~ in this case
maritime ~ encompassing all that is cognitive, symbolic, material and
social in the landscape, while aiming to break down perceived barri-
ers between land and sea. The methodology employs past and pre-
sent theory, practice, phenomenology and. ethnography to try to
explain rather than merely describe and highlight the importance of a
maritime perspective in a phenomenological understanding, without
attempting to empathise with past perception.

The area being studied is the focus of my PhD research on the
Orientalising and Archaic Mediterranean coastline, specifically the
coastal sanctuaries of Etruria, and their role as viewed from the sea. It
is the sea itself which must be seen as the centre, the platform for
analysis, enabling a holistic approach to the Mediterranean. | will
look at the manipulation of space, place and movement through the
landscape to attempt to explain the location and construction of
these sanctuaries and the importance of water in social and cognitive
terms. Their liminal location is extremely important in relation to the
lives of those who created them and is finked to other maritime sym-
bols and menuments within the landscape. This study aims - at a
fater stage ~ to provide comparative data from other parts of the
Mediterranean to unite a maritime worfd which transcends ethnicity
and nationality and demonstrate the existence of a Hellenized Medi-
terranean koid which perhaps could be understood as some form of
maritime, trading diaspora.
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Getting your feet wet: an investigation of the specialist
knowledge and skills of Neolithic seafarers in the Central
Mediterranean

Helen Farr (University of Cambridge)

Maritime studies of prehistoric seafaring have focused on the consti-
tution of possible vessels and routes, yet where there is no archaeo-
logical evidence, this research approach becomes problematic. It may
be for this reason that traditional analyses of Neolithic obsidian circu-
lation in the central Mediterranean tend to bypass guestions of mari-
time transport and travel, instead concentrating on geochemical
source analysis.

This paper addresses the problem of analysing maritime transpoit
and travel in prehistory by examining the types and need for "Special-
ist” knowledge in seafaring and the transmission and maintenance of
this knowledge. In so doing this will draw attention to the technical
knowledge and skill involved in seafaring as well as redefining the
concept of specialization within the Neolithic, Thus, not only concen-
trating upon the maritime minutiae but also on broader questions of
social organisation and interaction.

Islands in the fastlane: A new approach to the Mesolithic-
Neolithic transition in Britain.
Gordon Noble (University of Reading)

The Mesolithic-Neolithic transition, the period when continental re-
sources- cereals and domesticated animals were introduced to Britain
has been discussed in a number of ways. The dominant debate in
recent archaeclogical literature has focused on the nature of the
transition: whether crops and animals were introduced by settlers
from continental Europe or whether these things were adopted by
indigenous communities, with little or no population movement in-
volved. These interpretations, however, rarely discuss the actual me-
chanics of transporting the material culture of the Neolithic across
the sea into Britain. ! believe that essential to examining the Meso-
lithic-Nealithic transition is a discussion of maritime culture and it is
suggested in this paper that certain communities may have been bet-
ter placed to receive or adopt Neolithic material culture, The paper
begins by hypothesising that small island communities may be better
adapted to maritime life and that if we examine the archaeological
record of these places we can identify significant differences from
adjacent maintand areas in these places during period of the Meso-
lithic-Neolithic transition. These differences may suggest that these
plates received aspects of the Neolithic well before much of the adja-
cent mainfand. These areas rarely appear in wider syntheses of the
period. This is perhaps due to our modem conception of islands,
which tends to regard them as cultural backwaters with little rele-
vance to the mainland. Consequently, what we regard as peripheral
areas in the modem world may have been crucial in instigating per-
haps one of the most significant changes in the history of the British
Istes.

Hydrophobia and the Early Orcadian Neolithic
Fraser Sturt (University of Cambridge)

land, and peoples relationships with the land, has emerged as a key
point of discussion within Neolithic studies. Yet in coastal and island
areas this focus on the land may be limiting rather than enabling un-
derstandings of more abstract concepts such as ontology and social
change. In island/coastal areas land bound naratives will only ever
reveal part of the stoty and as such provide only incomplete under-
standings of shifting relationships and practice. This paper combines
practice theory with a time/space geography approach to investigate
how an appreciation of maritime activity within the early Orcadian Neo-
lithic can challenge our current interpretations of ontology and social
change. It will be demonstrated that it is only through attempting to
understand a vast amay of relationships, between people, animals, land,
sea, and technolegy that we can truly begin to grapple with the onto-
logical or cosmological with any degree of confidence. The demanding




nature of a time/space geography approach, where action needs to be
considered from the hourly to the yearly, will be shown to be particu-
larly apt for addressing these complex issues.

23 December Morning Session -

People, Places and Things: Recontextualising the
Landscape
David Mullin (Freelance Archaeologist}

The rise of landscape archaeology over the Jast twenty years has tran-
scended “site-based” methodologies in an attempt to explore the re-
fationships between sites and monuments and the landscapes that
they occupy. However, the landscape approach has still been largely
site-led in that the areas between sites have largely been seen as sat-
ting, rather than an entity in itself. The same could also be said to be
true for phenomenological methodologies in that the phenomenol-
ogy of monuments has been privileged over that of the natural land-
scape.

Ethnographically, the deposition of artefacts within the land-
scape can be seen as both complementary to, and as important as,
the construction of ritual monuments, adding both subtlety of mean-
ing to specific places and to monuments themselves. The deposition
of material culture can make the landscape meaningful, perhaps
drawing as much on associations between places and people as the
construction of monuments. Landscapes which are seemingly devoid
of monuments need not therefore have been devoid of meaning. Un-
fortunately, the traditional dichotomies between field archaeologists
and artefactual and environmental specialists has meant that this is
an aspect which has been under-developed, despite the increased
interest in the landscape as a unit of analysis.

This session will encourage new ways of looking at landscapes,
stressing a contextual approach based on the integration of artefac-
tual and environmental analyses with site-led approaches in an at-
tempt to understand the ways in which the deployment of material
culture can transform landscapes and make them meaningful,

10.00am  People Flaces and Things: Recontextualising the land-
scape. David Mullin.

10.20am  7he Vanishing Boat. Lise Nordenborg Myhre and Richard
Bradley,

10.40am A contextual study of the Later Bronze Age occupation
of the West Sussex Coastal Plain. David Dunkin.

11.00am  Dnpping, Dank and Dark? Neolithic Cave Use in South-
West England Jodie Lewis,

11.20am Coffee

11.50am  Bourges and the Bituriges — between settlement and
sacredness. Adrtene Baron Tacla,

12.10pm  Dredging up the Bronze Age: a fresh look at Thames
metafwork. Jill York.

12:30pm  Beakers, monuments and the landscapes of north-east
Scotland Gordon Noble.

12.50pm  Discussion.

Introduction: People, Places and Things: Recontexualising the
landscape.
David Mullin (Freelance Archaeologist)

This session came about as a result of a disaffection with *traditional”
landscape archaeclogies which, although attempting to transcend
"site based"” methodologies, have rarely succeeded in doing so. Many
landscape archaeologists pay only lip service to environmental data
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and where this data is inconvenient it is often overlooked. Thus the
connections between sites and how they were experienced in the
past is severely hamstrung. Further, non-monumental expressions of
material and ritual behaviour are also frequently ignored, Although it
is becoming realized that such behaviour may have taken the form of
structured deposition, for instance, these behaviours have been seen
as a compliment to monumentality, rather than as possible alterna-
tives.

This paper will argue that landscape archaeology needs to move
away from exploring the ways in which monuments were located and
how they were perceived, and begin to explore the way people inter-
acted with their environments on a smaller scale, such as by the
deposition of artefacts, structured deposition, and how these events
created place and meaning.

The Vanishing Boat
Lise Nordenborg Myhire (University of Cambridge} and Richard Brad.
ley (University of Reading)

The creation of visual images on natural surface in the fandscape can
be compared with the deposition of artefacts, and sometimes there is
a close relationship between the two: some of the objects depicted in
rock art may also appear in hoards. Rock art may include images that
were also important in the design of monuments. In this paper we
comment on the carvings of ships found in Southemn Scandinavia.
These pictures can only be understood by comparing them with the
monuments known as ship settings in the Bronze Age landscape,
with the forms of the rocks on which these designs were made and
with the distribution of mortuary cairns across the wider landscape. A
few of those cairns were even embellished with similar motifs. We
suggest that these were all expressions of a single theme, represent-
ing death as a voyage to another world and that this interpretation is
supported by a new study of the organisation of prehistoric rock art
in the south of Norway.

A contextual study of the Later Bronze Age occupation of the
West Sussex Coastal Plain
David Dunkin (Archaeology Soutfr-£ast)

The archaeological record shows that the Later Bronze Age was a
time of fundamental change in Southern Britain. The emergence of a
"domesticated’ landscape characterised by farm and field and largely
devoid of newly constructed monuments, might suggest that com-
munal ritual expression had lapsed. Hitherto, metalwork deposition
(single finds and hoards} during the period has been viewed as an act
of deliberate burial by smiths and merchants for later retrieval. For a
targe number of the single finds, loss has been mooted in many
cases, However, it now seems unlikely that these reasons could ac-
count for such a level of metalwork appearing in the record. This pa-
per aims to show that hy taking a contextual approach in which the
topographical, geological and archaeological circumstances of each
find is considered, a new analysis emerges.

Recent fieldwork on the West Sussex Coastal Plain has identified
some interesting preliminary results. The juxtaposition of settlement,
metalwork deposits and burnt maunds together with disposal of the
dead would appear to have a prescribed order, The physical relation-
ship between them seems to be fargely determined by the configura-
tion of the local landscape and other local factors. However, an
extended campaign of fieldwork needs to be undertaken on the
coastal plain and elsewhere in order to test out this assertion further.

Dripping, Dank and Dark? Neolithic Cave Use in South-West
England.
Jodie Lewis (University College Worcester)

The use of caves throughout human history transcends chronological
divisions, suggesting that they were re-used, re-invented and re-
contextualised over millennia. The explanations for cave use range
from the purely functional to the purely esoteric. This paper will focus
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on the exploitation of caves in the Mendip region of south-west Brit-
ain during the Neolithic period. The perception and use of caves ap-
pear to have dramatically changed during this 2000 year period,
resulting in distinctive patterns in the deposition of hoth "pecple”
and "things". The inaccessibility of caves also suggests that special-
jsed knowledge and equipment would have been essential prerequi-
sites for much cave utilisation, rather than simple opportunism,

The use of caves as “places” in the landscape will also be exam-
ined, ptaces that were not monuments but could be monumentalised
through practice. However, the physical and ideological relationship
between caves and other sites in contemporary use suggests that
dualistic notions of domestic space and ritual place are untenable. To
better understand the Neolithic fandscape of this region it is vital
that the use of natural places is incorporated into our interpretations.
Only when dichotomic relationships between the visually dominant
and the invisible are broken down will it be possible to attempt to
recontextualise the landscape.

Bourges and the Situriges- between settlement and sacredness
Adriene Baron (Tacla, 5t Cross Coflege, Oxford)

Described by Caesar in his 'Galfic War’ as 'naturafly defended’ and
one of the most fertile places of the civitas of the Bitunges Cubj
Bourges {Avaricum) has revealed to be an important site for under-
standing the ritual and worship practices during the Iron Age in
France. Not only it has been considered as the most western example
of a Fiiistensitz and an important node for trade routes in Gaul, but it
had also suggested to be of particular interest for the study of funer-
ary practices and settlement patterns during the transition from Hall-
statt to La Téne period in the so called western Hallstatt societies.

We intend to address in this paper the issues of settlement de-
velopment and its relationships to religious beliefs and social prac-
tice, in order to understand the appropriation, uses and ordering of
the landscape at Bourges.

Dredging up the Bronze Age: a fresh look at Thames metalwork
Jill York (University of Reading)

A considerable amount of Bronze Age metalwork has been found in
the river Thames, much of it weaponry with some tools and oma-
ments. Little is known of how or why it arrived in the water. This pa-
per examines the metalwork found upstream of Teddington and
considers its treatment befere it entered the river. A high proportion
of the artefacts show signs of use and some were deliberately de-
stroyed. There are clear variations in the selection and treatment of
these artefacts along different lengths of the river, and in different
periods. The proportion of metalwork that was deliberately destroyed
appears to have increased sharply over time. Possible scenarios are
suggested for the deposition of this material in the river,

Beakers, monuments and the landscapes of north-east Scotland
Gordon Noble (University of Reading}

Early Bronze Age Beaker pots in Scotland have rarely been studied
within a landscape perspective. Indeed in north-east Scotland, the
only discussion of these artefacts has focused on their stylistic traits
and little attention has been paid to the contexts in which they are
found. Utilising what we know of their landscape context, and the
little pollen data that we have it is possible to interpret these pots in
an entirely new way. Beakers seem to have been deposited in parts of
the landscape that were devoted to the agricultural practices of the
group and undoubtedly in places that were part of the settled land-
stape. This is in contrast to the major monument type of the period:
the Recumbent Stone Circles. These were placed in very different
parts of the Jandscape that show little evidence of human activity
and rather than expressing relations to the land may in fact be
aligned on the sky and the moon in particular. These differing land-
scape contexts can tell us a great deal about how both people and
monuments related to the land and shows that an integrated, contex-
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tual approach that considers different classes of material is essential
in producing fuller landscape based interpretations,

Views Beyond the Privatization of Ethics and the
Globalization of Indifference: Changing Perspec-
tives on 'Agency’, Material Culture’ and Historical
Memory.

Stephanie Koemer (University of Manchester) and Julian Thomas
(University of Manchester)

The last decade has seen remarkable growth of interest in concepts of
‘agency’, 'material culture’, and ‘historical memory’, on the part of
participants in discussions of archaeological theory. A complex range
of questions are being posed: (1) What roles have conceptions of
agency and material culture played in historical relationships be-
tween human sciences and nationalist, imperialist and colonialist
ideologies? Are recent approaches refevant to social critique? (2) How
does agency relate to material culture {or issues of the meaning of
things)? Is it primarily about human intentionality? Can it be attrib-
uted to material things? (3) If agency is important for understanding
particular human activities, must it be included in explanations of
long-term sccio-cultural change?

This panel seeks to provide an context for exploring these ques-
tions, as well as issues posed by areas of overlap between some cur-
rent approaches. The papers are not intended to resolve these
questions and issues, but to present several different perspectives
and to highlight some themes that might be taken up in the part of
the panel that is devoted to open discussion.

10.00am  Iptroduction

10.05am  Background Concems Motivating the Panel and a Per-
spective on fssues at Stake Stephanie Koemner {Univer-
sity of Manchester)

10.30am  Can Obyfects have Agency? Robert Layton (University of
Durham)

10.55am  Break

1.15am Materal Culture and Historical Memory: the De-
paradoxisation of the Faradox of the Nation-State
Through Archaeology. Koji Mizoguchi (Kyushu University,
japan)

11.40am  7he Verled Body: Conventual Architecture as Metaphor,
Helen Hills {(University of Manchester)

12.05pm  Fthics and Difference. Julian Thomas (University of Man-
chester}

13.00pm  Discussion

Background Concemns Motivating the Panel, and a Perspective
on Issues at Stake
Stephante Koemer (University of Manchester)

Despite the diversity of the archaeological fiterature on agency and ma-
terial culture, two bodies of theoty are recognized as particularly influ-
ential. One might be summarized under the expression, the ‘critique of
meta-namative’, while the other centres on the terms, ‘globalization and
multi-culturalism’. Rather little attention seems to be given to {a} ten-
sions between these bodies of theoty, (b) the impacts of current devel-
opments in intemational faw and wider public discussion of human
rights, and (c} Issues posed by cross-disciplinary attempts to probe the
limits and possibilities of historical representation.

This contribution has two aims. One is to highlight some of the
concerns that motivated the organization of this panel, including ten-
sions between the impacts on archaeological approaches to agency
and material culture of the two above mentioned bodies of theory. 1
will attempt to do this from the perspectives offered by an overview



of key foci of the meta-narratives critique, including (a) dualist para-
digms for human nature and history, {b) essentialist options for the
conditions of historical [archaeological] research, (c) the ‘privatisa-
tion' of ethics and the globalization of indifference. My second aim
has to do with issues at stake. | will take as a point of departure two
of the main responses to the meta-narratives critique in archaeology,
namely: (a) arguments against the notion of a human self that is
prior to its embodied and material preconditions, and (b) the concem
to focus attention on the discrepant experiences. | admire much of
the epistemological work that has been motivated by arguments
against traditional notions of a timeless, placeless disembodied
agent. But | am worried that, if we come to close to reducing agency
to material and embodied preconditions, we are unlikely to be able to
address the issues posed by studies seeking to focus en discrepant
experiences. The problem may relate to disputes over whether (and
what sort of) ‘agency’ can be attributed to 'material culture’. it may
also figure importantly among the reasons why controversial debates
continue to center on the question: "If agency is important for under-
standing particular human activities, must it be included explanations
of long-term socio-culturai change?” (Dobres and Robb 2000: 11).

| will argue that this problem can be avoided from the perspec-
tives offered by an ontology of the historicity of human agency,
which gives ethics a central role. Building upon an approach to ar-
chaeology that undermines traditional notions of an archaeological
‘record' and philosophical principles bearing upon the historicity of
agency, | will outfine the key requirements of such an ontology. Em-
phasis falls on requirements that relate to the question of whether
human experiences of discrepancies between how things are and
ought to be can make a difference not just in the outcomes of par-
ticular events, but in conjunctures that reconfigure life-worlds over
the Jongue durée. | will conclude with an example, which shows why
the answer to the question posed by Dobres and Robh (2000} is cer-
tainly, yes, and how this relates to archaeology's importance to at-
tempts to challenge meta-naratives, which encourage the
privatization of ethics and globalization of indifference.

Braudel, F. [1949] 1966. The Mediterranean and the Mediterra-
nean World in the Age of Philip If, 2 vols, trans. by 5. Reynolds. New
York: Harper and Row.

Dobres, M. A. and Robb, L (eds) 2000. Agency in Archaeology.
London: Routledge.

Husserl, E. [1936] 1970. The Crisis of furopean Science and
Transcendent Phenomenology, trans, by D. Carr. Evanston, Il
Northwestern University Press.

Wilson, R. A, 1997. Human Rights, Culture and Context. London:
Pluto Press.

Can Objects have Agency?
Robert Layton (University of Durham)

The idea that objects might (wrongly) be thought of as agents is not
new. Marx analysed what he called ‘commodity fetishism' in Capital
Durkheim tried to explain why a soldier might give up his life to de-
fend the regimental flag in 7he elementary forms of religious life.
Recently, Alfred Gell (Ant and Agenc)} set out to replace the idea of
art as visual communication with a theory that art objects are intrin-
sically powerful. Art objects, he argued, dazzle or bewitch the recipi-
ent in ways that extend the agency of their maker. At one point, Gell
compares art objects to land mines as agents of the evil intent in the
minds of Pol Pot's soldiers (Gell 1998: 21). Pol Pot’s soldiers used
them as extensions of their own agency. But art objects do not have
the same kind of agency as man traps or poisoned arrows. Gell also
argues that art objects take effect in the way Frazer described magic.
The power of the icon is exemplified through what Frazer called ho-
meopathic magic. Homeopathic magic aims to destroy an enemy by
destroying an image of him, or cure someene by giving them medi-
cine made of healthily-coloured objects (Frazer 1994: 29}, The power
of the index is exemplified by contagious magic. Contagious magic
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works on fragments a person gives off, such as hair or nail clippings
(Frazer 1994: 37). My paper will consider what is meant by agency,
how it differs from cause, and what types of agency might be attrib-
uted to unexploded bombs, gold coins or works of art.

Gell, A. 1998. Art and Agency: an Anthropological Theory. Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press.

Frazer, J.G. 1994, Jhe Golden Bough {abridged edition). New
York: Oxford University Press.

Material Culture and Historical Memory: the De-paradoxisation
of the Paradox of the Nation-State Through Archaeclogy
Koji Mizaguchi (Kyushiu University, Japan)

A constitutive element of the nation-state is its internal homogeneity.
What underpins the internal homogeneity of a nation-state varies; a
form of money, a legal system, an ethnicity, a religion, and so on,
function to make and keep those who live within the boundary of a
nation-state homogeneous, and in order for 2 money, a legal system,
and so on to function properly, those who live in the domain within
which these media {of social communication) function have to be
homogeneous, i.e., they must be citizens of the nation. They must be
made to identify themselves neither with their shared, hence local-
ised, experience nor with their class affiliation but with something
abstract, i.e,, a ‘nation’. This does not mean that the selves of the all
citizens are homogeneous; on the contrary, the existence of those
homogenising media allows every citizen 1o be different from one
another; they are meant o be relieved from the communal pressure
of heing the same. That means that the communication systems,
which used to rely on the existence of local knowledge/norm are
faced with unprecedented difficulty in their reproduction. This means
that all the selves constituting a nation-state have to be made to feel
able to communicate with one another, in spite of their mutually pre-
dicted differences, and in order for that to be achieved the citizens
have to be made to assume/imagine that they all share a set of val-
ues, norms, and so on that do not derive from shared and accumu-
lated local knowledge and experiences but come out of something
more deep-rooted, abstract, and delocalised {within the domain of
the nation-state}, i.e, something transcendental. In other words, a
nation-state needs a transcendental entity with which its citizens can
identify themselves. Archaeology constitutes a locus in which such
transcendental entities reside. This paper will argue that there are
structural parallels between the nature of archaeological material
culture and such transcendental entities, and show that the medi-
ated-ness of historical memoty typically constituted through the
study of material culture makes archaeclogy an ideal medium
through which the self is constituted and expressed in modemity.

The Veiled Body: Conventual Architecture as Metaphor
Helen Hills (University of Manchester)

My paper investigates the architecture of baroque aristocratic con-
vents in Italy (especially Naples) in relation to, indeed as metaphors
of, the bodies of the nuns they house. Crucial here is the relationship
between flesh and stone, as { seek to uncover connections between
the clothing of bodies and the layered cloaks applied to the walls
that housed them, their unclothing and the fears of their nakedness.
The richness of the decoration of aristocratic convent churches
publicly demonstrated the familial, worldly, and spiritual riches of the
nuns. Paintings, gilt stucco, coloured matble revetment reward await-
ing redeemed humanity, but physically separated the congregation
from the nuns, and became, as it were, a rich and splendid cloak for
the nuns. Her architecture, rather than the female hodies it shields, is
adomed. The bodies of aristocratic young women were made austere
and stripped of their rich finery. That rich costume was transferred to
convent church walls. Conventual regulations inveighed against 'pre-
cious clothes' or clothes that were elaborately fashioned. Architecture
takes their place, a substitute, warking by metonymy, replacing the
ascetic body of the invisible virgin with the richly adorned body of
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the church. Thus my paper interrogates the degree to which material
culture, may assume agency.

Ethics and Difference
Julian Thomas (University of Manchester)

In western philosophy since Locke and Kant, ethical conduct has often
heen seen as the prerogative of the individual. Individuals are bearers of
reason, are responsible for their aciions, possess a moral sense, and
have rights. Rights are conceived as the quasi-property of individuals,
and are to be respected. Now, while we might have political sympathies
with the demand for human rights, this whole scheme is severely
flawed. For while rights are presented as belonging to individuals by
virtue of their humanity, history tells us that people can be divested of
their rights by being declared less than human. Moreover, the notion of
the individual as moral agent is Eurocentric, and potentially anachronis-
tic when applied to the distant past.

1 will argue that an archaeological ethics should not concern it-
self with sameness (we all have rights because we are all human) but
with difference {(we are limitlessly responsible to the other in their
difference).

Cornwall: A European Regional Case Study in
Identity
Dr Caradoc Feters (Truro College)

How should one define past identity through the archaeological and
historic record? There are problems of land boundaries, physical geog-
raphy, ethnicity and alternative viewpoints, both now and in the past.

Comwall provides just such an example, with a mixture of widely
varying identities. This session will attempt to suggest approaches to
define what "Comwall" actually means and how useful the term may
be. It is hoped that these approaches could have wider implications
for other regional studies of archaeology.

10.00am  /ntroduction. Dr Caradoc Peters

10.30am  ‘Hail to the Homeland”: Cuftural Memory Dynamics in
rélation to Comish Identfty. Dr Garry Tregidga.

10.30am  7alking Kernow and Breizh, Treve Crago

1050am  When King Arthur met the Pisky and the Knocker: Cor-
nisf Dreamtime or Nightmare? Dr Caradoc Peters

11.10am  Coffee

V1.20am  Comwall perceived: multiple identities make a muddied
image. Pete Herring

V1.40am  Cormovian Characterstics? Impressions from South West-
em Decorated Ceramics. Henrietta Quinnell

12.00pm  Cemetery and Society in Fary Bronze Age Comwall
Andy Jones

12.20pm  Discussion

‘Hail to the Homeland": Cultural Memory Dynamics in relation
to Cornish Identity
Dr Cany Tregidga, Institute of Cormish Studies (University of Exeter)

In recent years historians and archaeologists seeking to understand
the past identity of distinct communities have started to apply the
concept of cultural memory, This term relates to the way in which a
macro or micro society is able to preserve a sense of cultural continu-
ity by passing on its collective knowledge from one generation to the
next. My paper will explore memory culture in regard to the Comish
experience of identity development. lssues of popular community
identification, both in a regicnal and local context, will be addressed
through the discussion of specific examples taken from the Early
Modem period to the twentieth century. The paper will then conclude
with a consideration of the impact of Celtic Revivalism in Comwall
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from a cultural memory perspective.

Talking Kernow and Breizh: Interpreting Perceptions of Identity
through Orat History.
Treve Crago (Institute of Cornish Studies, University of Exeter)

Throughout the 20t century in Brittany and Cornwall alike, Cultural/
Nationalist movements have evolved and succeeded in becoming
increasingly visible through the wide scale adoption of icons of iden-
tity such as the ‘Gwen ha du’ and the flag of St Piran, respectively.
However in marked contrast, on both sides of the channel, at the bal-
lot box the nationalist parties have been spectacularly unsuccessful,
it therefore remains unclear as to the true extent that the respective
populations of these 'Celtic nations’ have absorbed any projected
nationalist agenda.

My paper will facus upon the narrative contained within recently
collected fieldwork recordings in order to compare and contrast popu-
lar perceptions of Cornish and Breton identity held beyond the con-
fines of the nationalist/cultural activists. Furthermore it will review
the practical and methodological debates that arise in using Oral His-
tory as a medium to undertake research,

When King Arthur met the Pisky and the Knocker: Comish
Dreamtime or Nightmare?
Dr Caradoc Peters

The Late Middle Ages saw the creation of a protohistoric unitary eth-
nic entity with a royal ruler at the head of its most senior lineage.
This lineage was linked to the legendary King Arthur by Geoffrey of
Monmouth's 7he History of the Kings of Britain and by the creation
of monumental architecture. From the late eighteenth century, a new
historic identity was synthesized from classical texts and mediaeval
Irish literature to form the idea of Celtic nations. This included the
tantalising possibility of a Cornish nation. In the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, the clash between these two identities was as
much a question of fundamental perceptions of dimensionality as of
historic trends. The result has been a compromise culture unusually
concerned with trade, products and the means of production of |ocal
industries, especially those of fishing and mining.

Cornwall perceived: multiple identities make a muddled image
Peter Herring

Using Historic Landscape Characterisation mapping we can identify a
number of subregions or pays in medieval and post-mediaval Corn-
wall. Add to this the variety of intersecting local communities (parish,
estate, tithing, kinship, friendship, trade etc) with which we can ex-
pect individuals to have identified with more vividly than with the
entity now known as Comwall, We can expect regional identities to
have been fuzzy and imprecise, only resoried to at particular times or
in unusual circumstances. This is made most apparent by the cultur
ally pervieus boundary of Comwall with Devon. If we then mix in
perceptions developed out of time and space, by retrospective cul-
turalism and by benign but alien communities respectively, we get
the confused Comishness of today: a Cornishness that can also be
seen as faithfully and nicely reflecting the richness of the landscape,
community and culture of a very special place.

Cornovian Characteristics ? Impressions from South Western
Decorated Ceramics
Dr Henrietta Quinn

An exploration of the differences hetween the Middle Iron Age ce-
ramics of Comwall and those of Somerset ~ recent work indicates a
longer chronology, a more complex range of decoration, fewer vessel
forms, with curation and some structured deposition of sherds with
elaborate designs. How relevant is any of this to our understanding
of the communities who used these ceramics ?



Cemetery and Society in Early Bronze Age Cornwall
Andy Jones

The chalk downlands of Wessex are in the minds of many people
synonymous with the Later Neolithic and Early Bronze Age periods in
England (and Britain as a whole). indeed it is only within the last
couple of decades that more regionally based archaeclogies have
started to emerge. However all too many of these studies are actually
devoted to areas within Wessex, which means the nature of Early
Bronze Age Societies in other regions still remains to be addressed.
My research is designed to redress the imbalance, which has been
caused hy the lack of a regional theoretical approach. By examining
Earlier Bronze Age cemeteries and their constituent monuments
within their fandscape settings it has been possible to begin to un-
cover localised cosmologies, which are very different from their chalk
land counterparts. This Paper outlines the results from the study of
one cemetery in West Cormwall.

Archaeological Theory and the Ancient Near East
Stuart Campbel! (Manchester}

10.00am  Introduction. Stuart Campbell

10.15am A Time for Change: Reconsidering Culture in the late
Neolithic Near Fast. Jonathan Pickup

10.35am  /nterpreting artefactual deposition in 2 Near Eastemn con-
text Adam Jackson

10.55am  Death, Display and Performance: a discussion of the mor-
tuary remains at Cayonu Tepesi Karina Croucher

11.15am  Coffee

11.30am  Symbofs in Re-action: Padre Fio of Pietralcina and the
Frd Milennium BCE Mesopotamian *Naked Hero": cons
of a conservative power, Nicola Lanen

11.50am  Dismemberment, cremation, boifing, crushing, decapila-
tion and pottery. Steve Bell

12.10pm  Towards an Archaeofogy of Excavated Texts: Greco-
Roman Eqypt and Beyond. Scott Bucking

12.30pm  Biscussion

Introduction

Stuart Campbell (University of Manchester)

A Time for Change: Reconsidering Culture in the Late Neolithic
Near East
Jonathan Pickup (University of Manchester)

The interpretation of later Meolithic societies in the Near East re-
mains, to a great extent, dependant on paradigms defined by Culture
History. As the study of Near Eastern prehistory begins to become
more theorised, there is naturally a need to break down these cultural
constructs, indeed this work is now well under way. However as we
move away from issues of culture definition we should not lose sight
of what these idealised entities represented; now more than ever the
continuities in material culture through time and across large geo-
graphic areas demands examination. Through specific reference to
what is classically termed the Hafaf period, this paper as part of a
work in progress, seeks to propose alternative interpretations of these
phenomena based on social practice, especially the participation in
shared social institutions involving exchange. Specifically this will be
attempted in order to address the ways in which interpersonal inter-
action and material transfers act to alfow people access to, and the
ability to translate alternate worlds of meaning, within which familiar
and alien aspects of material culture are engaged and come to be
bound up with the identities and narratives of persons, groups and
places.
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Interpreting artefactual deposition in a Near Eastern context.
Adam Jackson (University of Edinburgh)

Within Near Eastem archaeology, archaeological reconstructions of past
societies and of major socio-political and economic transformations are
often constrained by theoretical and practical shortcomings in the col-
lection, analysis and interpretation of settlement data, Recent theoreti-
cal developments associated with the post-processual era, with their
focus on, for example, context, meaning, agency, practice and the role
of the archaeologist as interpreter, afford new directions for archaeo-
logical investigations. However, in the Near East, new theories have
frequently given rise to interpretations that remain founded on tradi-
tional methods, theoretical frameworks and assumptions. With few ex-
ceptions, the impact of post-processualism on archaeological practice is
- as yet — [imited. Using data from Tell Jerablus Tahtani (Northern
Syrta), this paper undertakes a aitique of past and current approaches
that have informed archaeoclogical interpretations of the use and aban-
donment of artefacts and space. Special emphasis is placed on the po-
tential meanings and associations attached to artefacts and contexts,
and to their treatment at deposition.

Death, Display and Performance: a discussion of the mortuary
remains at Cayonu Tepesi,
Karina Croucher (University of Manchester

The themes of display and performance have been prominent in re-
cent archaeological dialogue. Treatment of the dead is often en-
twined with these themes, as | believe is evidenced through the
archaeological remains of the pre-pottery Neolithic site of Cayonu
Tepesi in Southeast Turkey. In this paper | will examine this case
study in relation to the site's 'Skull Building’, where the skulls of ap-
proximately ninety individuals were depositioned, in addition to hun-
dreds of further bodily remains. Through examination of the site
material, including an investigation of the mortuary remains and ar-
chitecture, | will discuss the themes of display and performance, tran-
sition, bodily transformation and repeated deposition,

Symbols in Re-action: Padre Pio of Pietralcina and the 3rd
Millennium BCE Mesopotamian "Naked Hero™: lcons of a
conservative power

Nicola Laneri (Istituto Universitario Orientale, Naples)

During the period of 1999 to 2002, Padre Pio of Pietraleina, a monk
of the Chapucin order, received the Beatitude and was then Sancti-
fied by Pope John Paul Ii. During the last few years his image has
spread throughout ltaly as the most important and venerated icon of
ltalian Catholicism. His beard, slight smile, and brown monk's cloth
are the basic elements of his iconic image. Some of his images also
emphasize the stigmata on his hands, feet, and ribs which illustrate
the holiness of his figure through the creation of a direct connection
between himself and Jesus Christ. Padre Pio exemplifies a real, his-
torical person who has been transformed into a mythologieal charac:
ter of a large religious community.

During the 3™ Millennium BCE a naked hero fighting against
wild beasts appeared in the iconography of the Near East. His image
dominates scenes depicted on several cylinder seals excavated from
both urban and funerary contexts. His nude body is positioned in
profile, while his reassuring smile and bearded face gaze at the
viewer as he stands fighting against *wild nature®, The icon of the
Naked Hero contains the stereotypical elements of an Ancient Near
Eastern mythological figure, thereby recalling several other mytho-
logical characters known from Mesopotamian texts, such as Gil-
gamesh, Dumuzi, and Enkidu.

Both Padre Pio and the Naked Hero represent conservative sym-
bols of a reactionary, ideological power over a given society and ex-
ude a sense of reassurance which has the ability to subdue
individual's fears. The analysis of the way in which these icons control
the imagination of their retrospective societies, provides the possibil-

ity to define their social structures and how individuals interact with
symbols of their own community.

Dismemberment, cremation, boiling, crushing, decapitation
and pottery
Steve Bell (University of Manchester)

Mortuary practice during the Late Neolithic in the Near East is a
largely neglected area of study. On the surface, the apparently di-
verse nature of human remains does little to enforce ideas of the ho-
mogenous cuiture groups established in the early 19th century.
General practices have been discussed such as skull removal and
flexed burial positions, and even these vary to some extent through-
out the Halaf associated region and time-period {(c.5000-4500 BC).
The paper attempts both an overview and an interpretation of some
of the hurman remains within their local and wider contexts. This will
facus upan the relationship between the dead, the living and mate-
rial culture, through the subsequent interplay between uses of space
and architecture,

Towards an Archaeology of Excavated Texts: Greco-Roman
Egypt and Beyond
Scott Bucking (Defaul University, Chicago)

This paper offers some theoretical approaches to defining the relation-
ship between archaeology and papyrology. Although in principle these
two disciplines are inextricably linked, they have for the most part de-
veloped along separate paths. Since the late 19th century, papyri from
the Greco-Roman period have been excavated from the sands of Eqypt.
Why then have the two disciplines taken such divergent paths? How
can one develop more integrated views of these disciplines and what
might be the benefits of such views? | shall address these questions by
exploring two major themes. The first is objectification, which concerns
the identity of papyii as archaeological objects. Papyrologists have tra-
ditionally viewed papyri only as texts and have therefore refied mainly
upon philological approaches to construct meaning in them. Such a
view underscores a fundamental problem conceming the relationship
between artifacts and texts. My second theme is context, which will be
examined at two different levels. The first level involves situating the
papyri within their archaeological settings, This issue of physical context
is noticeably absent from most papyrological interpretations and the
reason for its neglect has much to do with the problem of objectifica-
tion. The second level concerns the social context of the objectified pa-
pyn. At this level, | shall bring the papyri into the archaeological debate
concerning agency and social structure by looking at the papyrt as arti-
facts produced and manipulated by social actors in particular fields of
time/space. Finally, from a more global perspective, it is my intention to
show that these concepts of objectification and context are aitical not
only to the interpretation of the papyri from Greco-Roman Egypt, but to
the interpretation of excavated texts from any region or time period.

Think / classify
Dr Andrew Baines & Dr Kenneth Brophy (University of Glasgow)

Archaeological typology and classification has been subject to con-
tinuous critique and re-evaluation in recent decades. The central issue
— ‘are types real? - has been well and truly answered in the negative
for material culture, monuments, people and landscapes within inter-
pretive archaeology.

And yet it seems it is impossible to escape the discourse of ty-
pology. Archaeology is now so underpinned by a series of immutable
labels and categories that to subvert them seems impossible. To offer
a critique of typologies and classificatory schemes has been 1o either
replace them with still more categories; or leave us stranded with an
infinite universe of difference or molecular variation. Even alternative
ways of approaching material culture categories like phenomenclogy
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and hermeneutics have brought us no closer to an altemative way of
describing the traces of the past we engage with in the present,

Perhaps as archaeologists it is now time for us to accept that we
are data collectors and sorters whether we like it or not. How should
we categorise? Do we have to accept that the way we categorise the
material world that we are involved in is the only way that we can
ever come to terms with interpreting and communicating other mate-
rial cultures? In this session, we hope that speakers will attempt to
mave beyond the easy target that is archaeological typology towards
alternative flexible ways of sorting. Think/classify,

10.00am  Think classify: an introduction to the session. A Baines,
K Brophy

10.20am  Confessions of a cataloguer. G Warren

10.40am  Embracing Difference: Fxamples from the Neolithics of
Scotfand, G Noble

11.00am  Breaking Down the Boundaries: ciassifying the lron Age

of SW Scotfand. T Poller
11.20am  Break

11.40am  Bigloot: man or myth? A Baines, K Brophy

12.00pm  Rocks. Soil. Sound. Light. What is Stonehenge? A Watson

12.20pm  The Clyde caimn type needs you: the importance of typol-
ogy. C Henley

12.40pm  Topological Thinking: Lines, Categories and Concepts. T
Denham

1.00-1.30pm Discussion

Think / classify; an introduction to the session
Dr Andrew Baines & Dr Kenneth Brophy (University of Glasgow)

See session abstract

Confessions of a cataloguer
Graeme Warren (University Coflege Dubiin)

OK. It's time for the truth. What actually happens when you hand a
bag of lithics to a specialist? What goes en behind the closed doors
of offices and labs when archaeological materials are codified, classi-
fied, and transformed into numbers and words? What material and
intellectual processes are involved in this absolutely fundamental
aspect of archaeological practice? How do these particular ways of
thinking define our narratives? What altemative possibilities are
there? A personal perspective on all these, and more (how much
thought is involved in categorising an assemblage of 15000 lithics
on a tight deadline'?) will be presented, and some shame-faced con-
fessions made. Some references to early Scottish prehistory will also
appear, albeit fitfully and against their better instincts.

Embracing Difference: Examples from the Neolithics of
Scotland
Gordon Noble (University of Reading)

Archaeologists often simplify and generalise the past. Typology is
only part of this process of trying to come to terms with the variety in
the archaeological data and is one of the means archaeologists use
to dismiss difference. However, this produces a linear past that ex-
cludes all that diverges from this singular namative. Instead of pro-
ducing such restrictive interpretations we should instead embrace the
differences within the archaeological record as a means of making
moare satisfying, more inclusive interpretations of the past. This paper
will base these observations on case studies of how the Neolithic pe-
riod in Scotland has been interpreted in the last few decades.

Breaking Bown the Boundaries: classifying the iron Age of SW
Scotland
Tessa Poller (University of Glasgow)

As the session abstract indicates there is no way of avoiding classifi-
cation and typology in archaeology, especially when discussing a
chronological category, the ‘iron Age’. What makes up the ‘fron Age’?



As archaeologists we turn to the evidence: sites, landscapes, artefacts;
themselves categorised within systems of classification. How do these
systems interact?

My paper will focus on how the different archaeological features
such as cropmark evidence, upstanding remains and artefacts are
used to interpret the lron Age of an area where there has been lim-
ited excavation. How can we use the systems of classification to-
gether? | would also like to examine what assumptiens are made
about the Iron Age. Ceremonial structures are not auvtomatically as-
sotiated with the ‘Iron Age' like a defended settlement may be. How
do these assumptions affect the way the archaeological evidence is
examined and how we classify sites?

Bigfoot: man or myth?
Andrew Baines and Kennetfy Broply (University of Glasgow)

"The vision of such creatures stomping barefoot through the forests
of north-west America, unknown to science, is beyond commean sense.
Yet reason argues that this is the case.” (John Napier, Bigfoot: The
Yet/ and Sasquatch in Myth and Realin}

“North America — Bigfoot, Sasquatch

Eurcpe — Kaptar, Biabin-guli, Grendel, Ferla Mohir, Brenin llwyd
Africa ~ Ngoloko, Kikomba.

Asia — Gin-sung, Yeti, Mirygdy ,Mecheny, Chinese Wildman,
Nguoi Rung"

{Adam Wolf, The Shadowlands Bigfoot website)

The study of ambiguous phenomena like bigfoat type creatures
and aliens have concentrated on sub-dividing these creatures into
different ethnic groups with certain physical and emotional character-
istics; and material culture associated with them has been similarly
analysed. Mostly, these typologies of ‘alien’ beings and the traces
they leave behind have involved imposing human characteristics on
them, and trying to render them familiar and 'less alien’. Material
culture is appropriated from various different sources and explained
in terms of these creatures, from unusual footprints to yeti scalps,
often ignoring the social contexts these objects may already exist in.
There are comparisons here with the ways that archaeologists deal
with the alien beings and objects of the past — but what can we leam
from them?

Rocks. Soil. Sound. Light. What is Stonehenge?
Aaron Watson (University of Reading)

What is Stonehenge? Stonehenge has been described as a Neolithic
monument that consists of an earthwork and circles of standing
stones, pits and postholes. The site has a complex sequence during
which its appearance changed considerably, and archaeologists have
identified a number of parallels between its features and sites else-
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where. The segmented earthwork resembles some causewayed enclo-
sures, while stone and timber circles are found widely in the later
Neolithic. Stonehenge even lent its name to an entire class of monu-
ments. Yet all of these definitions, and the interpretations which arise
from them, are ultimately founded upon a particular reading and
classification of architecture.

Might there be other ways?

In this paper | would like to sidestep the preconceived and
largely abstract notions of architectural classification in order to em-
phasise other possibilities for understanding Stonehenge and its
place in the Neolithic world. This will not be a reading of Stonehenge
as a causewayed enclosure, stone circle, henge, or even monument,
but rather an elemental Stonehenge that is composed from rocks,
soil, sound and light.

The Clyde cairn type needs you: the importance of typology
Cole Henley (University of Cardifi}

Typologtes were, for a leng time, the cornerstones of archaeological
thought. They provided a means for understanding and classifying
artefacts and monuments across an endless time and space that had
hitherto been known only as ‘pre-history’. However, with the advent
of new methods and theories typologies fell into neglect, a legacy of
old ways of 'deing’ archaeology. Yet we all still use them. We talk
about henges, ceramic traditions, or the Neolithic because these are
categories that we (and many others) understand and within which
we can allot archaeological residues. In a return to some old friends
fike Childe, Danief and Piggott, | want to consider some of the bene-
fits that typologies may present to contemporary archaeclogy if we
are prepared to reconsider the implications of using them beyond
critiguing the pigeonholing of the past.

Topological Thinking: Lines, Categories and Concepts
Tim Denham (Flinders University)

As archaeologists we draw lines. These lines are drawn on sheets of pa-
per to delineate features, around things to define types, and they bound
our concepts. Some lines are visible, others invisible — but they all de-
marcate geometric and conceptual spaces. Each type of line is only an
appreximation; its exact boundaries are ambiguous and contested.

In this talk | will reflect on how lines are drawn at different levels
of interpretation in the origins of agriculture debate in New Cuinea.
Lower-order interpretations require lines to delimit "a thing’, o inter-
pret that thing as a 'pit’ and to infer that pit to be ‘an agricultural
pit’. Higher-order interpretations focus on describing prehistoric plant
use and attempt fo situate these practices within broader debates on
domestication and agriculture. In each type of interpretation, lines
encompass and define contested spaces.
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